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Experiencebased improvement

Smt. KavitaMandhyan

Incharge English Department
M.P.PG. College, Jungle Dhusan, Gorakhpur.

Thispaper amsto develop adefinition of lecturerseffectivenessthat isappropriate and workable
inthefield of literature generd professionaism, good moral eand dedicationto the goa sof teeching arethe
characterigticsof agood teacher or lecturer, dong with it he/she must have good character, sense of ethics
and personal discipline.

During thissession (2013-14), we experimented two new techniquesi.e. summary of lectures
provided to studentsand power-point presentation with thetraditiond lectureand chalk and talk methods.
Lecturesarerdatively ineffectivefor inspiring interest in asubject. But learning isnot aspectator sport; it
istothink criticaly or creatively expressngideasthrough writing.

We haveto understand the curriculum and its purpose especia ly when reform programs and new
paradigmsof teaching and learning areintroduced. Themost serious problem inteaching English literature
isof language and method. Studentsare unableto understand English lanuage properly and to understand
thetechniquewhy arethey taught in such adeep and thorough, manner. Astheaim of study of literatureis
not only to inform about other countries traditions, culturesor religion but also about their periodsand
writing styles, thehaf aim of literatureisonly achieved by thestudentsi.e. ispleasure but information and
instructionsarel eft somwhere, they makethemsel ves busy with thebiography and the circumstancesof the
lifeof theauthor. They taketheinstructions and background of the poem, dramaor novel asastory. They
areunableto understand that, literary appreciationisthe ability to study, understand and appreciate the
famousnoteworthy literary worksin which the author present situation playsan important role. Literary
appreciation workstowards an understanding of writing stylesand theuse of literary deviceswithin such
asimagery and dliteration.

During the session they were spoon feeded by me asthey never tried to notedown evenasingle
word becausethey were knowing that they are going to get theimportant thing (Answer of the question) in
theform of summary which wasactudly taking away their practiceto notedown any lecture. But fromthe
point of view of examination these summarieswill hel pthen to get good marks.

Their intermediate experience was a so bad asthey are never taught grammar and to note down
anythingwhichisimportant in thechapter. | wasfallureonthepart of improvementinther writing skill and
in devel oping the habit to note down which help them to maketheir own notes.

Onemore problem during last two-three yearsfaced by meistoteach asinglestudent dl donein
thethird year. They haveto teach American and British literature and some odd theories also, which are
never thought or imagined in our Indian society and when he askshow isit possible, thisisembracing
gtuationfor metoexplan.

But | madethemto talk about what they arelearning, relateit to the experiencesand apply it to the
daily lives. | tried to makemy lecturesinteractivein my classroomsas| was paused for pproximately 2-
3 min.on 2 or 3occasionsfor response | awaystry to connect course content to current eventsand affairs
toimprovetheir knowledge. Toimprovetheir reading skill onemore experimented by mei.e. | alowed
studentsto do role playswith the help of dia oguereading of particular character intheclassfromtheir
dramas of syllables. Conceptual test was also organized, they were asked for conceptua questionsor
problem posed in common answer. | also asked them multiple choice questions or in theform of incom-
plete sentenceswhich they were asked to complete.

IntheB.A. Il year, | provided them outlines of charactersto write the character sketch of charac-
ter but they noted it down from their hel ping books, so next timethey will be asked in somedifferent
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manner.

Accordingto Mark Twain " Collegeisaplacewherethe professor'slecture notesgo straight to the
student'slecture noteswithout passing through thebrainsof either.” | think lectures offersstudentsamodel
of professional practicei.e. thelecturesand lecturer's approach to subject.

Summary distribution hel ped me to organize my thoughtsin advance and provided ascript to
follow during thelecture. It a so hel ped me to manage my time and managetransition from onetopicto
another. Devel oping lecturenotes a so provide me practical advantage. Foundation for futurelecturesand
preparation for futureta kshelped meto makemy lecturesmoreefficient.

‘Lessisbest'isthe best thought for power point presentation. During Power-Point presentation,
two or three main points (K eynotes) were shown to the students. Onthat part wetried to develop their
audio-visua co-ordination ability. And when they weretaught poetry, therewas no need of book and they
were ableto learn the method of explanation, even two or three model s of explanation were shown to
them asit was never possibleon the blackboard.

'Problem Solving Sessions or 'Doubt Clearing Sessions and'Question Discussion Sessions ona
particul ar-time gap a so hel ped meto sort out students some problemswhich werenot possibleto solve
inashort span of timeor dueto thelecture pressure. During the'Question Discussion Session’, they were
not only provided someimportant questionsfor the examination but also al ot of changed formsof particu-
lar question wereoffered to them, which hel ped them to understand the question and to answer inaproper
manner.

Though my classeswerewel| disciplined, but sometimeswhen therewerelovetaksor foolish
thingswere described, they started to laugh loudly. | think which had disturbed the other classes. Late
comerswerenot allowedintheclass.

Intheteaching of literature enthusiasm playsan important role. Enthusiasms sometimes create
indisciplinefor few minutesor sillinessor unnecessary frivolity. Rather it should beunderstood asacall for
therelevanceand significance of materia and for answering thequestion"Why areweta king about this?'

Thereisawaysroom for improvement. During the session, | jot down few ideasand received
persona feed backsfrom students. On that part | tried to over comemy short temper natureaso. Inthe
next session, | will try to prepare some minute papersin which near to end of class, they will beasked to
writefew linesonwhat isthe most important thing they have learnt in this chapter/portion/poetry or dia-
logue. Inthisway they will start to writetwo or three sentencesat | east.

After recognizing the student's weaknesses and strengths, | will offer them opportunitiesto do
variousworksjust as speaking, arguing, writing or interpreting.

Oblivioudy, during thelecturesalot of timesIndian culture, traditions, val ues, ethics, behavior
were discussed. Even alot of times our own experiences were shared with the students. They were
informed about therulesand regulations of the college and requested not to write on the desks, to throw
papers hereand thereand to spit on stairsor on thewall.
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