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Dr. Maya Shankar Singh-

Formal beginning of Higher Education system in the modern sense
started in 1857 in India with the launching of three Presidency Universities in
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. This was prompted by the significant Charles
Wood's dispatch of 1854 to the Governor-General in India. At the time, the
aim was to create a cadre of English Knowing clerical cadre to serve the
colonial rule of British India. This Indian University system with colonial
rootings, started off, with a limited objective of creating a clerical cadre and
not to speak of laudable objective of higher education, viz., knowledge creation
and knowledge dissemination.

Since Independence higher education has grown in the country
substantially, now there are approximately 400 universities, 19,000 colleges,
within estimated 125 lakh students enrolled in the higher education institutions.
Merely increasing the number of higher educational institutions and their
enrolment capacity will not achieve the national development goals without
concurrent attention to quality of the educational system, its access to those
who desire, and equity measures ensuring fair and impartial treatment of the
disadvantaged sections of the society. It is worth here that in India, enrolments
in higher education constitute hardly six percent of the age group population,
which is very low as compared to 20-25 percent enrolments in advanced
countries.

Progress and prospect of any country depends on the growth and
development of higher education. Hence higher education in very essential
for the proper use of human and other natural resources for the development
and growth of Indian economy. However, it is not possible to utilize the
abundant natural and resources properly due to lack of basic infrastructure
and low investment in higher education. My investment in higher education
is not only low inconsistent in growth. Therefore there is and urge to hike the
investment in higher education form 3.2 percent of the GDP to seven to eight
percent GDP to make it competitive and at par with inter higher education in
the globalised scenario.

Like any other country in the world higher education in India is an
important sector of national life. Because of large size of higher education
(due to its population), huge amount of financial resources are required in
running this system to the reasonable satisfaction of all concerned with higher
education. During last 10 years in general and 5 years in particular, the focus
of government has been shifted from higher education to primary education.
This is primarily due to policy framework of the international agencies like
World Bank and UNESCO. Investment (in the form of financial assistance of
grant in aid) in higher education is now being weighed in terms of social and
private returns in higher education is less than return in primary education.
This is why many countries in the world have started reducing the government
subsidy for higher education and have encouraged private bodies to come
forward and to fill in the gap. Consequently private sector has come in a big
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way to establish, finance and manage institutions of higher education in
general and professional education in particular.

We are not yet accustomed to the concept of ‘privatization' of 'self
financing' of higher education to digest. It is our general perception that by
allowing establishment of privatively or self financing institutions or courses
in higher education, the government has some how encoached our right to
get subsidised higher education. We deliberately try to forget the fact that
since the beginning of the humanity, educational institutions have been opened
and managed by individuals or private bodies. The term privatisation has
been used in terms of managing or administering an institution-be it industrial
or educational and not financing of institution as such. It is however true that
till few years back, almost 90 percent of the expenditure of higher educational
institutes were borne by the government through grant in aid or matching
grant. Due to out of control population growth and consistently growing
enrolment in higher education, the government is regularly withdrawing from
the field of higher education under dictate from international bodies like Wood
Bank, IFC etc. at the same time one should also know the fact that there is
financial crunch at the government level due to poor or mismanaged policies
and schemes and very low economic growth rate. The Constitution of India
clearly and specifically directs the government (both central and state) to
fulfill the social commitments towards poor and have-nots, for which huge
amount of money is required and hence the drastic cut in financial assistance
to higher education.

The concept of self financing institutions was pioneered by Dr. T.M.
Pai, who advocated the establishment of well equipped and quality driven
institutors of higher learning at places where colleges were few and ill
equipped. Initially these types of institutions were established in the field of
professional educational education i.e. Medical, Engineering Management
along with complete infrastructure facilities and quality measures at the places
where there is no such colleges or very few colleges. These institutions
become so much famous and prestigious that every meritorious and
woodworking student from every part of the country was willing to get
admission there. These institutions were not the centre of criticism or cry at
that time as is the case today. The success of these institutions knocked the
ears of some 'ambitious but opportunist people' in association with politicians
throughout the country. This led to the opening of not only professional
institutions but also general higher educational institutions throughout the
country. The shift in government policy to lay emphasis on primary education
acted as catalyst measure' in opening of these self financing institutions in
the field of Higher education.

We shall now concentrate our discussion on the term 'quality’
Educationists have borrowed various terms and concepts from industry.
Quality is also one such concept 'Quality’ is usually defined as the totality of
features and characteristics of higher education which both institutions
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imparting higher education and individuals having received higher education

should reflect. It is true that higher education in free India has grown

tremendously in terms of quantity, however it is also true that higher

educational institution in general and individuals (who have received higher

education) in particular have been lacking the various quality measures. Itis

generally perceived and observed that most of the institutions imparting higher

education today lack in terms of

(@ In frastructure facilities like building, library, laboratory, equipment
plyaground, furniture etc.

(b) Level and standard of education, they are imparting.

(c) Fulfilling the needs and required of the society.

(d) Competiting their counterparts in global world.

(e) Willingness to adapt for change.

()  Developing leadership qualities among its product.

(g) International comparability of standard, etc.

The agony is that neither teachers in these institutions are satisfied
with their job nor the product of these institution (i.e. students) because of
obsolete, outdated, irrelevant, unproductive and theoretical knowledge they
are receiving. It is not that only self financing institutions are the sentry of
such criticism but government aided or funded institutions are also sailing in
the same boat. How then, self financing institutions alone are to be blamed
for detoration in quality of education? If we recall our activities in various
fields of like, we shall be able to note that we prefer our wards to get
preprimary/primarysecondary education from self financing (private public
or convent) schools; we prefer to buy a product of private multinational courier
over post office. The list is incomplete and its purpose is to say that if
privatization or non-government efforts are concerned, it is only higher
education which has come under criticism from various quarters of the society.
This leads us to conclude that we are not fair of objective in our approach.
This also leads us to think that we are running blindly without seeing the
reality. To me, reality is that there is a wide difference between the fees
charged in these two types of institutions reality is that the proprietors of
these institutions are minting money from these institutions and they do not
spend money even on essential requirements of the institutions; reality is
that inspite of clear cut provisions (rules and regulations) the management
of these institutions do not recruit qualified teachers and do not pay full pay
to the teachers; reality is that service conditions (including work culture) of
the employees in these institution are not up to the mark as compared to
their counterparts in government funded institutions and the like.

As stated above, the increasing pressure of enrolment of students
aspiring higher education and shift in government policy to give more
emphasis to primary education over higher education has given rise to opening
of higher education institution without government financial assistance. We
have to accept this reality. We can only aspire that these self financing
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institutions should fulfill the needs of requirements of individual and society

by adopting certain measures.

1.  The fee of government aided or funded institutions should be increased
substantial.

2.  Theteacher's job satisfaction is an important factor of quality measure.
Therefore teachers of self financing institutions should be paid equal
emoluments as their counterparts receive in aided institutions.

3. The teacher of self financing institutions must posses the same
gualification as prescribed by UGC/State Government. A sub standard
teacher can only produce a sub standard student.

4.  The proprietors of self financing institutions should feel that running an
educational institution is not a commercial venture. They owe certain
responsibility towards society.

5.  The poor (and have not) students in self financing institutions should
be given scholarship to meet their expenses.

6.  Meritorious students of these institutions should be charged lower fee
irrespective of their income level.

7.  The government should permit opening of self financial institutions only
in the areas where there is no for few institutions or fulfill the eudcational
needs of the area.

8.  Some type of mechanism of check and balance should be developed
and employed with full transparancy.
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