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30 | TEER TOE SR

1Kt Ee ]

Tel focli 31X gl o W Frededt (S, A IO (36, FaEedt (S
s 21 el AeAdes Teell & fawRy, faoy, wmss, swufRy, faam ™
fierd €1 I9ed < § SAfeRisl 9 Hi<T & T Y8R IR 61 YA el o1l e
o A A A A # afem e el o S gu @ e g S o, fie wn fie,
E, AR A A (AR), T T T (ST, Fa9 A s (@A), i A o, IR
qa & (SR), 9d 91 99 (39) A=)

siteiaRt

T TR % AW 4T SEaHAR #iee, AR, faesamary (fe=rime “Lord
of the Sacred Hill’) 2% €| fawsaez 1 ‘=g Forgq’ wel a1 78 Tasife
F1 TEAE T G T RO © 1 TR U W T A T e 7 WA
Y e SR o Fel 134 It @ 17 9 % IO 9k edEshed] o9 o)
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Indian Buddhism Survives in South-East
Asia

Mahesh Kumar Sharan®*

Spread of Buddhism in South-East Asia offers examples of unique achievement
in the field of culture. After a brief survey of South-East Asian history, in all its aspects,
one can realize what a great similarity exists between India and South-East Asian
countries. These neighbouring regions of India were so highly Indianised that Arab
travellers in the 10" century A.D. considered them as an inseparable part of India. It is
not a matter of mere Indian influence which somehow travelled abroad rather it is a
complete migration of Indian culture and idealogy with all its characteristic details.

As wc know that the ancicnt Indian cstablished colonies in South-East Asia not
by forcc of arms but by pcaccful commercial contacts and religious activitics. The
study of the spread of Indian culturc and its transformation into strange and ncw but
adorablc form 1s specially worthy of study by scholars from India who should more and
morc consider this ficld to focus their attention.’

There is no denying the fact that Buddhism came to occupy a very prominent
position in and outside India. Tt greatly influenced the Indian thoughts tor several countries
and contributed largely to the growth of a huge mass of literature in Pali and Sanskrit.
The tact should not be lost sight of that from the 3* century B.C. to the 12* century
A.D., Buddhism moulded thoughts, ideals and literatures of entire South-East Asia.
History of Buddhism is on this account, not only a story of the growth of a great
civilization but also a story of cultural contacts through the medium of expanding
civilization between the different groups of the people in these regions.

From its origin in India, Buddhism sprcad far and widc to various parts of the
world. At onc time, it was the largest world religion commanding onc-fourth of the total
world population. As such it was onc of the greatest civilizing forces the world has
known. As H.G. Wells puts it “Buddhism has donc more for the advance of world
civilization than any other influcnce in the chronides of mankind.*

*Aparajita. 26R. Bank Colony, Padari Bazar. Gorakhpur, Mob. 6393771493
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The ideals which Buddha upheld for the humanity were, however, so powerful
that in due course almost whole of Asia accepted them as the guiding principles of
human existence. These ideals represent a society based on the principles of equality,
justice and democratic norms, free from the prejudice of caste and birth. A society in
which every man is empowered to work out his material and moral salvation without
the intermediary of a priesthood or privileged class.’

The people living beyond the valley ol Ganga in the present day Burma, Thailand,
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines [ound the message
ol the Buddha acceptable o them. They practiced those ideals by their own choice. The
peninsular South-Last Asia, extending [rom the Burma (o Vietnam was called the
Suvarnabhoomi or the land of gold in ancient Indian literature. In the 3™ century B.C.,
the third Mauryan king Ashoka, the great sent a mission (o the capital of the land of
gold o propagate the message ol the Buddha. The mission helped in the building the
[irst stupa in the area.

Burma

The Burmese historians claim that the main centre of Suvarnabhoomi was in
Burma where the mission of Ashoka headed bu Uttara and Sona — the two Mahatheras
landed. The Thai historians accord this honour to the small town of Nakhon Pathom
(nagar pratham), near Bangkok. They assert that the first stupa was built at this place.
Ashoka is held in high honour in these countries and remembered gratefully for sharing
Buddha’s wisdom with the fraternity ot Asia. So it was a direct transmission from India
to Burma in the Hinayana form of Buddhism and this planted deep roots in the country.
Later on Mahayana thought gradually entered the country and the controversies between
Mahayana and Hinyana were very sharp. In the end, he Mahayana form of Buddhist
thought lost all influence in Burma and up through the present day it is Hinayana
Buddhism that holds sway in the country. Moreover, Burma is a purely Buddhist country.

Burma is dotted with Buddhist temples and in the temples the Buddhist monks
devote themselves (o educational works. In general the people send their sons o the
temples to receive a Buddhist education and over 60 percent of the people can read and
write. Usually boys over the age ol seven are sent to the temples Lo receive a general
education. Those who excel at their studies ol Pali Buddhists text books are sent on (o
higher level academics, where they receive a higher level education and eventually
become monks.*

In the recent history of Buddhist studies, since Burma is one of the remaining
homelands of Indian Buddhism, when Europeans who have become Buddhist monks
were ordained in Burma. They have started various English language journals about
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Buddhist studies, and many noteworthy essays have appeared in these journals.

In Burma Pegu and Pagan were the great cenires of Buddhism. In the 11™ century
Kyanzittha — the son ol Aniruddha, the king ol Pagan restored the temple of Mahabodhi
at Bodhgaya. In the beginning of the 12* century A.D., Letyaminnam, the ruler of Arakan
had this temple repaired. The temple of Mahabodhi at Pagan (Burma) and at Chiang
Mai (Thailand) are the testimony Lo the common Buddhist heritage which India shares
with these countries.

Thailand

Buddhism is state religion of Thailand and the country is known as the land of the
yellow robes. Ninty four percent of the population of the country are Buddhists. This
proves how Buddhism holds its influence in Siam (the ancient name of Thailand). Indeed
the nation as a whole, Buddhism has been the main spring from which flow its culture
and philosophy, its art and literature, its ethics and morality and many of the folkways
and festivals.?

We also know that Thailand was callcd Siam in the past. Early on, Buddhism was
brought from Cambodia to the region that is now Thailand. In those days, Buddhaghosh,
who was famous for sprcading Buddhism, had united the Buddhism of Burma and
Cambodia. He often stayed in Cambodia, thus he disscminated Buddhism into the
territory that was to become Thailand. He was revived by the royal family and the
common people, and thus Buddhism became the national religion. Subscquently, the
year of Shakyamuni Buddha’s dcath was made the starting point of the Thai Buddhist
calendar. Thai Buddhism takes Hinayana Buddhist thought as its standard.

Young men in Thailand must enter Buddhist temples and become monks for a
time. There they receive a Buddhist education. All the Thai people take Buddhist
principles as their standard of self-cultivation. Whatever form of schooling they receive,
when they begin school and when they graduate they must formally recite Buddhist
scriptures. When they reach the legally prescribed age, young Thai men leave home and
live as monks for a period of three months or one year. During this period, they curb
their desires and devote themselves to learning Buddhist forms of conduct and studying
Buddhist thought. This training provides them with moral standards for dealing with
the world in later life. When a new king comes to the throne in Thailand, his installation
must be carried out and proclaimed according to Buddhist ritual forms.

Thus from top to bottom, throughout the whole country, all Thais arc Buddhists.
The Buddhist monks wear ycllow robes and the whole nation could be said to be a
purcly Buddhist country robed in yellow. Many Buddhist monks participate directly in



Indian Buddhism survives in South-Last Asia | 123

politics. Deeply qualified monks are given titles as monk-princes. Buddhist images and
temples are everywhere throughout the country. Temple buildings occupy 40 percent of
the total area of the capital, Bangkok. The famous Wat Po temple is the most splendid
structure in Bangkok. Wat Mahathat is a major Buddhist centre to which monks from
all directions come to study. Wat Bonchamabopit is the one of the oldest Buddhist
temples. It contains many statues of Buddha in various postures, ranging in size from
many tens of feet to a few inches, all rich in artistic value.®

Thailand is an ancient Buddhist land and it preserves many ol the customs of
early Indian Buddhism. The South-East Asian Buddhist countries of Thailand and Burma
are both strongholds for the preservation and dissemination ol Buddism. As the great
wheel of time advances on these tranquil, Buddhist lands, they still remain serenely in
the Buddhist realm ol blue skies and lush (orest.

The ancient kingdom of Dvaravati which flourished in central Thailand from 6%
century to 10" century A.D. was one of the earliest cradles of the Buddhist culture.
Nakhon Pathom was the political and cultural centre of this kingdom from where a
number of representations of dharmachakra, statues of the Buddha, seals and sealings
have been found. Sukhothai and Ayuthia were the other great Buddhist centres in Thailand
from the 13" to the 18" century. The present Chakri dynasty of Thailand is devout
Buddhist, pledged to restore the words of the Lord Buddha to its pristine originality.
H.M. King Chulalongkoru (Rama V), the fifth king of the present Chakra dynasty visited
India in 1872 and paid homage to the Buddha in Sarnath. In 1898 when the relics of the
Buddha were discovered in Piparahiwa, the king brought them to Bangkok and enshrined
them in a golden stupa and Bangkok.

Cambodia

The earliest record ol the existence of Buddhism in Cambodia is a short inscription
which dates [rom the end of the 6™ century or beginning ol 7" century A.D. This
inscription relates o a person called Pon Prajna Candra who dedicated male and [emale
slaves (o three Bodhisattvas — Sasta, Maintereya and Avalokiteshwara.”

In course of centuries it had flourishing periods but at times it was also forgotten.
It remained in the shadow in the 8" and 10" centuries. This was a period after the pre-
Angkor era during which it had gained some favours. But afterwards its importance
increased continuously till it became the state religion at the end of the 12 century
during the reign of Jayavarman VIL In the second half of the 13" century this religion
had to face presentation from the Saivities but soon it overcame the strain and since
then it is the religion of Cambodia to this day. In sculpture as well as architecture the
religion inspired the Khmer artist who produced master-pieces.
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Inscriptions which are older and numerous prove the view held even by the royal
families of Cambodia today that Buddhism has been the state religion of the country for
more than thousand years.

Cambodian Buddhism di(fered {rom Indian counterparis. The religion had its
advent in India by contradicling and opposing Brahmanism and the prevalent vedic
traditions where the Brahmanas monopolized all religious activities and performed most
superf(luous yajnas. Cambodian Buddhism, on the other hand, had no such rivalaries or
idealogical disputes as Buddha advocated the middle path and avoided conflict with the
power of the state. Followers of Buddhism earned the respect of kings since they did
not have any political bliss. Besides Buddhist kings, other kings prolessing dillerent
religious [aiths also respected the religion with the result that Funan became an important
centre of this religion. The Buddhists who [lourished at the time of Funan belonged (o
Hinayana sect and had their canon in Sanskrit for which their love increased with the
introduction of Mahayana.®

Many of the rulers of Cambodia were Buddhist but they never opposed the
Devaraja cult. Buddha’s images adored their temples variously. South Indian Buddhist
missionaries which were in a developed religious state contributed to the spread of the
doctrine of the Lord Buddha. Monks did not hesitate to undertake long journeys by sea
and spread Buddhist laws among the most population of the deltas of the Irrawaddy, the
Salwin, the Chao Phraya rivers and finally among the coastal plains of south Cambodia.

During the reign of Jayavarman V, Buddhism seems (o have made greal progress
in Cambodia. From the inscriptions ol Serisanthor, it is evident that Jayavarman I had
also a Buddhist minister named Kirti Pandita. This Kirti Pandita had served under his
[ather also. We learn that this minister lighted the torch of true law again which had
extinguished [rom the land of the sins of the world. He also put his maximum efforls to
establish Mahayana Buddhism by bringing many (reatises also and commentaries on
this sect. He tried 1o inculcate the populace but he could not get much success in this
mission.

Cambodia has offered us the finest Buddhist architecture such as the Bayon, a
complex of beautiful towers with human faces representing the Bodhis attva
Avalokiteshwara. In the 12" century A.D. Cambodia was served by a chain of hospitals
(102 in number) under the auspices of Bhaishajvaguru or Buddha, the healer. The
Buddhist sangha has survived the genocide of the recent years in Cambodia, prepared
to resume its role for future transformation of the country.

Vietnam & Laos (ancient Champa)

Victman (ancicnt Champa) belonging to the cast of Indo-Chinesc peninsula is a
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long and narrow country which is bounded in the west by Cambodia and Laos and on
the north-east and south by China, Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of Siam (Thailand)
respectively. It has a coast line wandering along a distance of nearly 2,500 kilometers
from the Gulf of South Vietnam (Mong-Gay) to the Cambodian border (Gulf of Siam)
having a total area of 32.800 square km. which comprise North-Vietnam, Central Vietnam
and South Vietnam. The geographical character of Vietnam is dominated by the two
fertile rice producing deltas — the Red River delta in the north and the Mekong delta in
the south which are joined by the Truongson range.’

From all available accounts it is clear that Buddhism was [or the first lime
introduced in North Vietnam (Giao Chi) by the monks who came (rom India and China
by land and sea-routes. It is said that towards the end of the 2™ century A.D. Giao Chi
was a Buddhist cultural centre which has progressed gradually with the allluence of the
Indian merchants. The in(luence of Buddhism on the development of India navigation
in ancient time can be judged [rom the [act that the mighty junks ol maritime tradesmen
always travelled under the protection of the Dipankar Buddha or calmer of the waters.
These merchants often brought along with them in their long voyages the monks who
served as physicians, priests as well as sorciers. Further we learn [rom Sylvain Leir and
Paul Pelliot that [rom the 3" (C. 245 A.D.) to the 7™ century A.D. Giao-Chi (modera
North Vietnam) was considered as the place ol contact between India and China (or the
travelers and [oreign missions which also served as the rest station for the merchants
and Buddhist missionaries of the time travelling by sea between Inda and vice-versa.
And in order 1o meel the new religious requirements many monasteries are known to
have been contructed in succeeding periods.

Champa in sonthern part of Vietnam is another ancient kingdom which nourished
the doctrine of the Buddha in art, architecture and everyday life of the people. In modera
Vietnam, along with Confucianism and communism, the words of Lord Buddha continue
as source of inspiration for many people.

Victnamese Buddhism was originally brought in from China but later also received
the influcnce of the Hinayana Buddhism of Burma and Thailand. Mahayana thought
was unablc to plant deep roots in Victnam. As in the other South-East Asian countrics,
in Victnam, the understanding of the concepts of Mahayana Buddhism was always
somecwhat unclear. Buddhist temples and Buddhist monks in Vietnam did not follow
the Chincse monastic system.

During the second hall of the 19" century A.D., Vietnam was invaded and occupied
by the French. From this point on, the religious situation no longer remained simple
beflore Vietnam regained its independence. The ancient Buddhist [aith, which had relied
on the protection of the royal [amily, had (allen into the gap between the new and the
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old eras and had run its natural course. At present, Vietnamese Buddhists have declared
their struggle for independence. There have been several waves of this struggle that
have risen up and overthrown governments. Monks and nuns have even immolated
themselves in this struggle to demonstrate their adamant resistance to anti-Buddhist
measures, and this has already attracted the attention of the whole world. At present it
1s very difficult to judge whether this movement will succeed or not and we must leave
this for future historical judgement.

The dynamic kingdom of Lan Xang in Laos nourished the Buddhist cultural
heritage [rom the beginning ol the 13™ (o the first hal[ of the 20™ century. The Laotions
believe that the Buddha actually passed through their country, visiled many places and
turned numerous nagas into devout Buddhists. The Mekong River, the life time ol Laos,
is studded with a siring of sacred spots, marked by the visit of Buddha according to the
Laotions beliel the museum of Vat Phra Keo in Vietiane, the capital of Laos olfers some
ol the [inest statue of walking or smiling Buddha. The stupa of that Luang in the heart
of the capital city stands witness (o the past glory of the Buddhist culture in Laos.
Happily the present communist regime in Laos has preserved the Buddhist heritage of
the country.

Indonesia (Ancient Java, Sumatra, Bali and Borneo)

Indonesia, also called Insulinda, consists of islands like, Java, Sumatra, Bali and
Borneo. Buddhism obtained a tirm footing in Indonesia in the 5* century A.D. From the
7% to the 10 centuries A.D. it became an important centre of Buddhism. In the 7
century A.D., Dharmapala a famous teacher of Nalanda, Vajrabodhi — a monk of South
India and Amoghavajra visited Indonesia. Towards the end of the 8% century A.D.
Indonesia became a stronghold of Mahayana Buddhism owing to the patronage of the
Shailendra kings who held sway over the greater part of this island. During their reign
the temple of Kalasan (779 A.D.) was constructed and dedicated to goddess Tata.'®

Java — [t is said the Buddhism was introduced into Java alter the 4™ century A.D.
Fahein the famous Chinese pilgrim visited this island in the 5* century A.D. According
to him we know that Brahmanism dominated this island and very little was heard ol
Buddhism there. But shortly alter Prince Gunavarman ol Kashmir — who became a
Buddhist monk visited the island, he converted the king, his mother and the people (o
Buddhism there. From the king and queen all the people in the country put their [aith in
him and Mahayana Buddhism became very popular. As a consequence Buddhism spread
throughout the kingdom and became well-established there. We are told that Gunavarman
was an adherent of Mulasravastivada school ol Buddhism so due 1o his strenuous eflorts
this school became powerful in Java and neighbouring regions. Late in the 7™ century,
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the Chinese monk Itsing passed through various regions of South-East Asia as he made
his way by sea to study in India, he spread the Buddha dharma as he went. Java
particularly central and western Java was occupied by a dynasty which professed
Mahayanism from Sumatra known as the Shailendras of Sri Vijaya. Their territory
extended not only over Sumatra but also over Malay peninsula.

The greal stupa of Borobudur was built on the island of Java under the patronage
ol Sri Vijaya. The galleries of Borobudur, covering many miles ol space, depict the life
of the Buddha according to the lamous Buddhist text, the Lalitvistara. The sculptured
galleries ol Borobudur are the f(inest specimen of the Buddhist art ever created by chisel
of an artist."

Sumatra

From an inscription dated 684 A.D. discovered in this region we learn that Sumatra
(especially the kingdom of Sri Vijaya) generally identified with Palembang also received
early the doctrine of Buddha. We know that the words of Lord Buddha penetrated into
the remote islands of Indonesia. Here emerged as an international centre of Buddhist
art, culture and philosophy from 6" to 12" centuries A.D. We learn that King Jayanasa
who ruled over Sr Vijaya was a devout Buddhist. The famous Chinese pilgrim I-tsing
visited Sri Vijaya twice. From his itinerary we learn about the popularity and prosperity
of Buddhism in the island of Southern sea covering more than ten countries. According
to him Hinayana Buddhism was prevalent in those regions except Sri Vijaya where
Mahayanism prevailed. This also points out the importance of Sri Vijaya as a centre of
Mahayana Buddhism. The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang also stayed in Sri Vijaya before
visiting Nalanda. In his opinion, a foreign student desirous of gaining knowledge about
Buddhism in India should begin his studies in Sri Vijaya.

Balaputradeva, the Indonesian king of Sri Vijaya built a monastery at Nalanda [or
the residence ol Indonesian students during the reign period ol the Paladynasty ol India
in the 10™ century A.D. Devapala, the king ol the Pala dynasty granted the revenue of
some villages in the neighbourhood of Nalanda [or the upkeep ol the monastery.

Bali and Borneo

These two islands of Indonesia also came under the influence of Buddhism. But
it could not make much headway there. Brahmanical religion was ascendant and
Buddhism gradually became extinct there.

Throughout South-East Asia Buddhism exists on a concrete scale. Some of these
countries have been influenced by the Hinayana Buddhism of Burma and Thailand.
Some have been influenced by the Pure land school of Chinese Mahayana Buddhism.
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The sound of the Pure land invocation Hail to Amitabh Buddha (Namo Amitajo) is
present everywhere and there are Buddhist temples being built all over the area. In
South-East Asia, spirit of tolerance has prevailed through centuries. As a result the
patrons of Buddhism supported the Brahmanical faith as well. The Thai kingship is the
best example of the symbiosis between Buddhism and Brahmanism. The king of Thailand
1s both an incarnation of Vishnu and upholder of Buddhism. In Indonesia, the cult of
Shiva-Buddha stressed the essential unity of dhammas, as preached in the Brahmanical
texts and Buddhist scriptures.
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Hindu Trinity in Laos

Ishwar Sharan Vishwakarma*

The people of ancient India established colonies in South-East Asia not by force
of arms but by peaceful commercial and religious activities. [t was for this reason that
the effect was almost permanent in nature. These are numerous evidences of this novel
method of performance almost singular in the history of mankind. Hindu civilization
itself is broad based on a spirit of harmony and inclusiveness which does not regard
anything humane as essentially alien or repugnant either to man or God. All those who
came in touch with its vivifying influence contributed to make it richer and more universal
while they themselves participated in the deeper and wider life presented by it.

The term South-East Asia was coined during the Sccond World War (1939-45) as
a term of military usages but now it has become geographical. The arca of South-East
Asia may broadly be defined as ncarly the whole of Indo-Chinesc peninsula and East
Indics — called by the Indians respectively as Suvarnabhoomi and Suvarnadvipa. To be
morc preeisc, it comprised the territorics, now known as Burma (Myamara), Siam
(Thailand), Kambuja (Cambodia), Malay Pcninsula, Champa (Laos and Victnam) on
the main land and the islands of Sumatra, Java, Madura, Bali and Bornco ctc. on the
East Indics.

The countries of South-East Asia have a glorious past of which any civilized
region may justly be proud. The relics of their glorious past can yet be seen in its
ancient cities and the achievements of the prominent kings of Champa as Sri Mara and
Harivarman, Fa Ngun of Laos were the main builders and organizers of Hinduism and
Buddhism in their time.

Laos bounded by Thailand, China, Victnam and Cambodia is a grecen and
mountainous land with decp river valleys. It cannot be said with certainly as to how and
when Hinduism was introduced in Laos. Howcever, we arc told that in the sixth century
A.D. Funan' camc to be conquered by its northern vassal statc of Chenla which was
ultimately divided into two parts viz. (1) Upper Chenla (i.c. the Lao state to the west of
Annam) and (ii) Lower Chenla (called water Chenla or Maritime Chenla-the capital

*Chairman. Uttar Pradesh Higher Education Service Commission, Prayagraj
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was probably Vyadhapura). Hinduism became quite popular in Laos and was adopted
by alarge number of people as the main religion. Since Laos formed parts of the Kambuja
empire about 8" or 9* century A.D., she was naturally very much influenced by the
religious condition of that country. It is, therefore, justly said that Laos, particularly
Vientiane and Luang Prabang had received religious ideas of Hinduism indirectly from
India, probably through Cambodia and with the result Hinduism (Saivism and
Vaishnavism etc.) flourished in the regions and the people in general were quite familiar
with the Brahmanical philosophical ideas and religious beliefs.

The prevalence of Hinduism in Laos is attested to by the inscriptions and
archaeological objects of the country. The Phou Lokhon in Sanskrit language consisting
of six lines, comprising three verses in the anustubh metre, is engraved on the north-
easl [ace of a sandstone column which crowns the top of the hill called Phou Bokhon. It
records the erection of a Sivalinga by king Mahendravarman which still stands on the
spot at a distance ol 21/2 metres [rom the inscribed column.? The remains of the temple
of Vat Phu on the Lingaparvata containing Bhadresvara Siva is still extant (o the south-
west of Champasaka in South Laos.* The specimen of the religious art at Vat Phu depicts
Indra on Airavata and Visnu on Garuda.* It was in the seventh century A.D. that
Javavarman 1 had installed a stele inscription at this sanctuary which he named as
Lingaparvata (the mountain containing the Linga or phallic representation ol Lord Siva).
An inscription of 835 A.D. speaks of Sresthapura as aholy place because ol its association
with the worship ol Lord Siva. These instances are the greatest evidence of the presence
of Hinduism in Laos. Whatever be the precise nature and age ol the process of Indian
cultural alliance and influences, its extent was deep and extensive and ils impacls were
[elt in every sphere ol their cultural and religious life. It is not possible (o make
representation of all due 1o paucity of time and space, but as an interesting case study in
the [ield of Hinduism, we would like o analyze in brie[ the trinity ol Hindu religion and
its impact and influence on Lao religion.

Brahma

By the Hindus Brahma is believed to be the creator of the universe. He is referred
to as creator in many Lao inscriptions but he does not seem to have held a very prominent
position in Laos. He is also called here Charuranan having four faces and in several
inscriptions of the 13" century A.D., he is referred to as Svayamupanna or self created.
In one inscription he is said to have made the golden peak of mount Meru.

King Jaya Parameshwar Varman installed an image ol Svayamupanna al Phanrang
in 1233 A.D. and rich endowments were made 1o the God by the king himsell, his heir
apparent Nandabhadra his Commander-in-Chiel Abhimanyudeva and by the king
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Indravarman. Only two small images of Brahma have been discovered in Myson. These
were originally placed in temples A and B. Brahma also figures in bas-relief decorations
of temples but mostly as a subsidiary god.

The characteristic (eatures ol the image ol Brahma are his [our [aces ol course,
only these being visible in most cases and his Vahna- the goose. His common attributes
are roasary and lotus-stems. In a bas-reliel in Touranne Museum Brahna is represented
as slanding with four heads and eight arms holding a scepter in one of them.

The scene figuring the birth of Brahma has been reference to in connection with
Visnu. Here Brahma wears a sacred thread and holds a discus and a long necked bottle
in his hands. Brahma is usually seated on lotus though in one case the serpents form his
bed.

The real importance of Brahma lies in the [act that he is regarded as a member of
the trinity. We [ind the conception of the trinity of Brahmanic gods in one Bhadravarman
dating from the 5" century A.D. begins with a reverence to Uma and Mahesvara as well
as 0 Brahma and Visnu.® The same idea is conveyed by iconographic representations
on decorative panels. The tympanum at Trach Pho has a Mukhalinga in the middle with
Brahma sealed on a serpent 10 the proper right, and Visnu seated on a boar, Lo the proper
left. Both these gods are turned towards Siva with joined hands and two attributes of
Visnu viz. a discus and a club are shown in the background.® In the tympanum of U’
Diem, Siva and Uma riding on a single bull occupying the centre, Brahma and Visnu,
with joined hands, and seated respectively on a lotus and a Garuda, are in the upper
right and upper left corners, while two other [igures, and armed soldier and Kartikeva,
occupy position just below these [igures.” At Thuy Trieu, however, Visnu occupies the
central position with Brahma on the left and Siva on the right. Siva rides on a boar, and
both the gods have their hands joined in an attitude of prayer.

Visnu

In Tndia the Lord Visnu is the object of worship and devotion as the supreme
God.8 The cult of Visnu known as Vaisnavism flourished side-by-side with Brahmanism
and Saivism in Laos. This fact is attested to by the inscriptions and archaeological
objects of the country.” Visnu was known by various names such as Purusotiama,
Narayana, Hari, Govinda, Madhava, Vikrama and Tribhuvanakrania.®® The kings of
Laos took delight in comparing themselves to Visnu and sometimes even regarded
themselves as his incarnation. Thus Jaya Rudravarman was regarded as incarnation of
Visnu and his son king Sri Jaya Harivarmadeva Sivlanandana regarded himself as unique
Visnu whose glories surprised those of Rama and Krsna, firmly established in all
directions.
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The epigraphic records are in this respect fully corroborated by the actual images
of Visnu discovered at Champa. The one erected by Prince Nank Glaum Vijaya and
found at Bien Hoa is seated cross-legged in Indian style and richly decorated.” He has
four arms, two of them hold two clubs, while the other two hold a discus and conch-
shell. He wears a sacred thread, a unique feature as it is absent from the other images of
Visnu in Champa, about seven or eight in number, which have so far been discovered.
In some decorative panels Visnu is represented as riding on Garuda or seated cross-
legged on its back.'? There are also images of the Ananisayana of Visnu. The god is
lying at ease on the coils of serpent Vasuki, whose seven hoods guard his head. From the
naval of the God rises a lotus on the petals of which is seated Brahma in an attitude
meditation. That the scene is laid on the bed of the ocean is indicated by wavy lines
with fishes.!® Laksmi, the Sakti of Visnu also referred to as Padma and Sri, was a well-
known goddess of the country. Several inscriptions of the country give the long history
of an image of Laksmi, originally installed by king Sambhuvarman and reinstalled by
king Vikrantavarman in 731 A.D. The goddess is frequently represented as having only
two arms and holding stems of lotus plant.'4

Although the great god ol the trinity viz. Brahma, Visnu and Siva almost
monopolized the homage and worship of the people, the lesser gods of Hindu pantheon
were nol altogether [orgotlen. In one inscription we [(ind the reverence (o all the gods
and recognizes their importance in the [ollowing words:

“In some places Indra, Brahma and Visnu, in some place Vasuki, in some places
Sankara, in some places ascetics, Sun, Moon, Agni, Varuna and in some places images
of Abhayada (Buddha) appeared for the deliverance of creature.” It shows that side-by-
side with the pompous worship of Siva and Visnu there were popular cults of various
gods and goddess.

Siva

Siva, lhe second god of trinity had an important position in Laos. Some of the
greal achievements ol Indian Siva were quite familiar in Champa. The [amous episode
ol burning Kamdeva (cupid) o ashes is again and again relerred (0. Being struck with
the arrow named sammohana by cupid, he reduced the latter to ashes by means of
burning fire proceeding from his third eye, but later on again restored him to lile. This
well-known allegorical myth, depicting Siva’s absolute control over sensual passions,
is a [avourile theme of Sanskril poets and has been immortalized by Kalidasa in his
lamous book Kumarasambhava. Apparently this aspect ol Siva’s character made a deep
impression upon his devotees at Champa.

The second memorable achievement of Siva, stressed in the inscription of Champa,
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is the destruction fo the demon Tripura and his three cities in the sky. The third
mythological incident about Siva is the story of Upamanyu. This has been narrated at
great length in the Anusasanaparva of the Mahabharata which agrees with the inscriptions
of Champa in extolling Mahadeva in the most extravagant terms and placing him above
all other gods including Brahma and Visnu.

In Champa Siva was represented both as a human [igure as well as linga (orm.
The latter occurs more (requently as in India than the image of variety ol {orms. The
image of Siva [ound at Myson are less decorated and much simple in design.’ In one of
the standing style ol the image we [ind that the upper part of the body is nude, while two
garments (ixed by a belt round the waist cover the lower pari. The lower garment reaches
almost up 1o the ankle, but the upper one stops at the knee. There is a rosary round the
wrist of the right hand, while the left hand holds a vase. The hair is arranged in three
stages on the head. The god has a smiling (ace with (ine moustaches and the third eye is
represented on the [orehead. Very olilen Siva is represented as seated in an attitude of
meditation.’ Sometimes there is a beautifully decorated halo behind the head."”

Siva is sometimes represented as a human figure with extra hands in various
attitudes. He abides in eight forms corresponding to his eight names- Sarva, Bhava,
Pasupati, Isana, Bhima, Rudra, Mahadeva and Ugra. Sometimes Siva is represented as
seated on Nandin, very much in the same style as one sits on a chair. One of the oldest
lingas of Siva came to be regarded as the national deity and maintained this position
throughout the course of history. Towards the close of the fourth or the beginning of the
fifth century A.D. Bhavavarman established a linga named Bhadreshwara in a temple
of Myson which soon became a national sanctuary. The king endowed the temple with
land for the maintenance of officials of the temple. From the middle of the eleventh
century A.D. Srisana-Bhadresvara came to occupy the position of national god. It is
thus absolutely clear that Sambhubhadresvara or Srisanabhadresvara was regarded as
the national deity of Champa from beginning to end, and most elaborate arrangements
compatible with wealth and resources of the kingdom were made for his worship.

In addition to Sivalinga which attained the position ol the national deity, there
were many others thought of less importance. The most remarkable among these was a
mukhalinga of Sambhu in Po. Nagar but it never acquired the statue ol a national deity
like Sambhu-Bhadresvara or Srisana Bhadresvara. A tendency 10 associale with their
own names with the gods which were established by them was also prevalent in the
country such as king Indravarman — Indravarman Sivalingesvara. A number of deities
came (o be associated with Siva.The most prominent among them was of course, the
Sakti ol Siva known variously as Uma, Gauri, Bhavani, Mahabhagavati, Devi and
Mahadevi. There was also a temple ol Ganesa (Svi Vinayaka) at Nhatrang but statues of
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this deity and Skanda-Kartikeya are rare.

We can conclude that the spread ol Hindu thought in the country of Champa was
an intellectual conquest, not an exchange of ideas according (o Sir Charles Eliot.”
Indian religious system since the contact with Cambodia and its neighbouring countries
in the early centuries of the Christian era made or profound import on the people
inhabiting in these regions and moulded their way of life 10 a greal exlent alter the
Indian pattern. It is no wonder, therefore that the Indian travellers who founded a new
selllement in south-east Asia transported (o their lands ol adaptation the religious ideas
with which they were at home.
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Buddhist Approach to Harmonious Family
Life in Modern Perspective with Special
Reference to Vietnam

Prem Shankar Shrivastava*

ABSTRACT : When all members of a (amily get along well just like a group ol dilferent
musical instruments which harmoniously produce a soothing music is called pleasant
excellent family. The role of it for the progress of society is vital.

In this era of rat-race with the advent of science and technology people enjoy abundant
material facilitics yet their family life is not happy. Lxtra marital relation, illicit sexual
conduct, craving, sclfishness, intolerance, ignorance cte. crcate conflict, disharmony in a
[amily. Resultantly rate of divorce, mental agony, sleepless night, juvenile delinquency elc.
are on the rampage the world over. Sociologisis have been (rying 1o solve it. In (his conlext
cxtended family with the ideology of Buddhism would bc more valuable. It has been
disseminated in diffcrent countics at different time. It has been accepted by various countrics
adapting the ecology, existing culture, mindsel ol that very places. Vielname is one ol them.
The Buddha has preached (or the wellare ol human life. Family is one of a significant
aspect of it.

Economics, Education and Ethics are valuable ingredients of aharmonious family. Various
kinds of mind training based on middle way, eight fold Path. Brahmavihara, five moral
Precepts. ldeology of Dhamapada. Mcditation and so on and so forth for the attainment of
Boddhichitta. a balanced and blissful statc of mind has been preseribed for a happy family
life.

Freud, Marx, Finstein and other modemn thinkers throw light on the subject according 10
their own way. Vietnamese Buddhist families have been living happily though polygamy
was also in vogue in their tradition. That credit goes to Buddhism.

A brief history of family and position of women in South East Asia

Tn this era of 20" century people are striving for equality. Women that constitute
half of the population have also been raising their voice for the same. They like to be
considered at par with the men. For in most of the countries of the world they have been
looked down by male. Though woman is a pivot of family. Responsibility of nurturing
of offspring’s is more upon her than man. H.H. the present Dalai Lama always says that
infants, kids, and young boys feel secure and comfort in one’s mother’s lap. Family is
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the first and foremost school for educating an individual. Vital role of woman in smooth
running of a family cannot be discarded.

In the case of South Last Asian region woman has largely maintained the high
place belore the earliest impact ol Indian culture, a far higher one than she has ever
occupied in India during recorded history.! Vietnam is not an exception. Like other
countries of the world Buddhism has boosted the position of women. For Buddhism
always advocates [or equality. Unequality is the curse ol society.

Glimpses of Buddhism in Vietham

Prior to the inception of Buddhism and cultureal influence of Confucianism,
Taoism etc., indigenous religion of Vietnam was Annimism. Ancestor as well as spirit
worship was prevalent the then.?

Ascertaining the exact date of the advent of Buddhism and its dissemination in
Vietnam is controversial. For there was complete Sinicization during Trinh period, When
Mandarin classes were revived and Conlucian classics were introduced.?

Vietnames literature is filled with harmony of three religions, calling them triple
ways to the same destination. Thus Vietnamese Buddhism has its own feature, It has
developed with the ideology of Confucianism and Taoism along with some elements of
Annimism, It practices some rituals which has some elements of Annimism that differs
from other countries. Yet influence of Mahayéna is quite vivid. Most of the scholars say
that Buddhism was introduced in Vietnam around 2 century B.C.* A Vietnames Buddhist
opines the year 189 C.E.?

Dissecmination of Buddhism in Victnam is highly motivated by constant forcign
aggressions of civil wars which occurred form the year 43-C.E. Up to 1975.¢

Such fearful condition and stern sufferings make them to realize the positivity of
Buddhist ideology. They thought that this is the only way to get rid of problems of war,
strife and other sufferings of the nation and people of the world even. Buddhism in
Vietnam has continued to survive and develop incessantly.’

Understanding Victnames Buddhism properly various historical aspects as well
as social life of Victnam would be quite clear. Today almost 60% of the Victnamcse
population is Buddhist. (Report of the Victnamesc Buddhist Sangha, in March, 2018.%

Influence of Buddhism in Vietnam appears in the form of a national symbol like
dragons, turtles, bamboos, lotuses on many buildings and Buddhist temples throughout
the country. Buddhist literature, art, architecture, dance and music etc. have made the
people fully coversant with humanity, harmony, tamilial values, love, compassion. That
sustains peace in the family and society as a whole even.
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Uplift of nation or any society is based on individual’s awakening. Awakening of
an individual is deeply related with the family to which he/she belongs to. A family is
the first school to build one’s personality.

Definition of Family

Set of relations, especially parents and children, all the descendants of common
anceslor, lineage or group of similar things,people elc.; or group of related genera of
animals is called [amily.

Thus according to this definition family can be divided into two. One is biological
based on blood relation such as parents children, and relatives. Another is non- biological
based on their features, origination, and ideology. Family of Flora and fauna, Language,
Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Buddhist etc. are in this category.

Many kinds of biological familics arc found in different countrics. Two arce
significanti.c. the nuclear the smallest and extended the biggest. Only parents & children
arc known as nuclear. It is mostly prevalent in the west. Another is cxtended family in
which all rclatives of onc anccstor along with nuclear live together. It is in voguc in
oricntal countrics.

Family in Buddhist Perspective

Keeping in view all these above mentioned divisions as well as definition and
concepl of oriental and occidental of a family H.H the 14® Dalai Lama always says that
the whole world is one [amily despite of varieties. Such conception like “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakan” is also [ound in Vedic tradition® Honorable Prime Minister of Indian
Narendra Modi always says so while delivering his lecture on world peace. “.... the
concepl of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, the world is one [amily and our tradition of
carrying everybody along gives India an identity di(ferent [rom all other countries
(www @newsonair.com).'

All sentient and non-sentients including natural clements such as Air, Water, Earth,
Sky, Sun, Moon, Firc. ctc., arc sub-familics of onc ancestor from which they all have
cvolved known as a single family tree i.c. the nature.

Kinds of family in Buddhism: According to Buddhist view three Lypes ol sub-
(amilies related to human world are evolved out of one [amily tree. These are as [ollowed:

(a) The Five Buddha Families: It is highly philosophical and imaginary. It is
bascd on Buddha’s naturc as well as the idca of Five- Enjoyments Body of Buddha’s.
Thesc are five types of knowledge inherent in knowing. The Five Buddha “Families”
consist of Buddha'’s as family heads (Fathcrs), their female Buddha consorts (mothers),
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several Bodhisattvas seen as their spiritual descendants (sons and daughters), and several
other minor figures.

Again, since the wisdom ol sel(-arising knowledge appears in all kinds of forms
there are the Vairocana (“illuminator”), Aksobhaya (“Unshakeable”), Amitabha (“In(inite
light”’), Ratnasambhava (“Soure of Jewels™), Amoghasidhi (“Action Accomplishment™).
They do not exist apart [rom the in expressive power of knowing.

The great saint Gampopa (1079-1153) argues that the Buddha nature 1s present in
all living beings." Eventually they will all attain the supreme awakening of a Buddha if
they endeavors assiduously'?. Prior to that one must free oneself from this delusory
world in Sanskrit “Samsara”, i.e. the cycle of birth and death from time without beginning.
It is “delusory” because it stems from ignorance or not knowing of ultimate reality and
because it induces delusions (of Permanence where there is none etc.)

Laity family : It is based on biological relation. It consists ol a mother, a [ather,
grand parents and children and other relatives concerning the same pedigree.

Samgha family : Tt is based on ideology. Tt consists of teachers, pupils, co-learners,
senior and junior learners’ basedon particular ideology. Tn this family Acharyas are
regarded as parents, disciples like sons, co-learners like brothers and sisters. Interest,
aim, and ideals of a samgha family is same. The Buddha is regarded as the spiritual
father of all members of the monastic community;'* They live together, think for others
and for the welfare of human world in general and the samgha family to which they
belong to in particular.

In laity family all members are related with each other physically whereas in
samgha (amily they are related with each other psychically.

Happy family : When all member of every family get along well just like a group
of different musical instruments which harmoniously produce a soothing music like
symphony is called a healthy, happy, harmonious as well as peaceful family. E*+ PH i.e.
Education, Ethics, Economics and Psychophysical Health are important factors for a
happy family. That is lacking today.

Process of presentation

a. Objective: To understand differences between traditional and modern family
life of Vietnam and its impact on socicty. To acknowledge people to Icad a happy family
life to establish harmonious relation in socicty.

b. Methodology : Verstehen method: Tt is adopted in which it has been tried to
know opinion of some Vietnames about their family life in ancient and modern
perspective. Primary as well as secondary sources of literature and internet material
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etc. would have been analyzed.

¢. Discussion and result : Discussing the pros and cons of traditional and modern
aspect of this proposed article [indings would have been summarized in concluding
lines as to how (o lead a happy and harmonious life in this age of terrifying and perturbed
world.

Present Scenario of Family life in Global Perspective:

We are living in a new era of 21* century known as materialistic period. Charles
Dickens once called it “Hard Time™ pressures and tensions which are concomitant to
economic growth are eroding the value system that was integral part of our ethos. Changes
are taking place in all directions and every walk of our life. The fires of angers and
hatred are raising. It is the time of rate-race, confusion, great losses, war, and continuous
conflicts. Happy family life has become a dream. Unhappy conjugal life, familial
violence, drug addiction, extra marital relations, bastard, delinquent children etc., are
on the rampage. Resultantly disharmonious life of a couple disturbs not only the life of
the two but it affects the whole family. It hampers the personality of children too. Naturally
society can never be unaffected withthat very family just like a rotten mango spoils the
mangoes of the whole bucket.

Most of the populace are sullering [rom many mental agonies, commitling suicide
and murder, passing sleepless nights while having excellent comlortable bed and
abundant material (acilities to lead a joy[ul life and so on and so (orth. Family values
are almost non-existent. Although problems of family lile are all over the world yet
they are more in the west. Data of divorce rate is higher in the west than the eastern
countries including Vietnam.

World record relating to divorce acknowledges us that 87% in Luxemburg,
Belgium 70% Spain, 65%, France 55%, China 3%, and India less than 1%. (UNO
Report,'* 2018) The lowest rate of divorce in India is due to Indian traditional way of
family life in general and Buddhist tradition in particular Vietnam’s rate is also less
than western counties.

A numbecr of social organizations along with scicntists, psychologists, cconomists
ctc. have been trying to solve such perplexed problems. Yet ncedful success has not
been achicved till today. Efforts would be made to throw a flood of light as to how such
baffling problems of a family, socicty as well the globe could be mitigated in the light of
Buddhist ideology. For being a minimal unit of society family life plays a pivotal role
for the development and depletion of it.
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Views of Einstein and the Buddha

Ignorance is the solc cause of suffering, said the Buddha'® In fact we all arc not
fully conversant with the truth that we all arc related with cach other. 1f we understand
it in reality, we will also understand the fact that onc’s happiness is bascd upon others
happincss. For cach and cvery thing is inter-related. Again all phenomena of the globe
arc intcrdependent. Conditionality is the basis of their cxistence as the Buddha has
described it in the principle of dependent origination.’® The same thing has been explained
by the great saint Nagarjuna in the theory of cmptiness (shunyata) that none has its own
cxistence or identity alone."”

His holiness the 14% Dalai Lama also always atfirms the same that if a piece of
paper falls anywhere on this earth trembling occurs in the universe because all are
related with each other’s.

Although the world fame scicntist, Einstein, the great has not told anything about
the theorvof dependent origination and cmptiness yet it can be said that the theory of
rclativity and the phenomenal relationship of the Buddha is same to some cxtent.
Difference between the two is that onc deals the aspect which can be practiced only on
this physical world and another is related with transcendental world along with present
onc too. Way of cxplanation also diffcrs only.

To understand functions of husband and wife Einstein theory speaks that it is
necessary to understand the natural function of heart and mind. Both are to be cooperated
for the imner work to create a venture of their place alike in masculine and feminine
energies. Here male qualities have been with the mind while the feminine energies with
the heart.

The above mentioned fact is quite clear in the [orm of husbands and wives ol the
[amilies that we [ind all over the globe. We [ind that when mind is either perturbed or
peacelul, angry or happy then heart palpitation becomes accordingly. Husband and wile
in a [amily represent mind and heart respectively. So they also [ollow the same status
and [eeling and behave like that.

With regard to energy Einstein and the Buddha affirms that all things are energy.
Here there is one difference between the two that while tEinstein worked with his own
mind rational side the Buddha took help of heart, body and chakras. Einstein took help
of mind in a laboratory with certain external instruments while the Buddha took help of
yogic practices, Vipashyana meditation system, self-realization beneath the tree in the
open field. Buddha has propounded his unfathomable ideology with the help of internal
intuition whereas Einstein has propounded his theory with the help of objective system
which can be measured by any one (The Fusion of Einstein and Buddha: spiritual science
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creates a New vision of reality.

Regarding religion and science LCinsiein himsell once said that where science
stops religion and spirituality begins. He [urther saidthat religion is blind without science
and science is lame without religion and spirituality. His remarks about Buddhism are
also very high. He says that il there is any religion that would cope with modern scientilic
needs it would be Buddhism.

Thus the similar thought of Einstein and Buddha is well expressed with regard to
family life that we see in the form of male and female all over the world. It appears that
different energies prevalent in the globe are manifested psychophysical relations of
male and female.

Economics

Economics 1s the back bone ol a lamily. Regarding [inancial allairs common
economic interest is the most vital ingredients that bind a (amily with its members. Any
division o[ interest between wile and husband on economic terms shakes the very [abric
ol all sorts ol [amily relationship; even sexual relationship is reduced (o external level
only."

In olden days Cultural Economy of Vietham was Agricultural. Large number of
Indian and Chinese scholars of theology and Buddhists with their philosophy, religious
theories, cultural habits, symbols, motifs, deities, rituals, literatures and important
manuscripts had greatly enriched Vietnamese.

Karl Marx and Lord Buddha

Many wise person of the east and those of the west had accepted the “Challenges
of hungers” since the lifetime of Zoroaster (1000 B.C.) each personality analyzed the
sources of human hungers from the one’s own angle of vision. Among them we cite the
thoughts of Lord Buddha C. 6™ century B.C. and Karl Marx (1818-1883). They had
their humane outlook regarding the human environment. Multiple of observations in
the East and in the West appeared in the history of human since the pre-Christian days.
Those personalities had their separate humane perspective. Their contributions made
an effective advancement the world over. About one third of the world population follow
the teachings of Sakyaputra Gautama Buddha. And almost every member of the working
class and on the have nots today rely on the Marxian analysis to overcome the tyranny
of the exploiters. Marxism thus becomes a solace to the economically handicapped and
the downtrodden. A critical study of the social economy with reference to the materialistic
approach is dealt by Marx. The Buddha has shown his middle path to appease the
source of the human.
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Hungers by understanding the self-nature (svabhava) of the matter. The human
suffers on account of one’s ignorance avidya. One is the human mind, serene and effulgent
by nature. But due to cravings led by two veils the average mental suffers in frustrations
and depression (Pathak, pp.16-17).%

Acquiring perfect education il one practices ethics and lead a spiritual life he will
be balanced mentally. All activities of 2 man of balanced mind would be balanced and
moderate. Financial allairs are not an exception. Earning saving and expenditure should
is proportionate. He earns money (o support his family just like a bee exiracts honey
without harming [lowers as prescribed in Buddhism. Miserliness and extravagance both
are prohibited. Followers of the ideologies would be happy whatever wealth is possessed
by them. Contentment is the greatest wealth. In short it can be said that significant
ingredients such as education, ethics, economics elc. provide good psychophysical health
of an individual if all activities based on it andassociated with Sheela, Samadhi and
Pragya. Naturally Family will be happy and harmonious.

Karl Marx once said that if religion is the soul of soulless conditions, the heart of
heartless world, the opium of the people, then Buddhism certainly is not such areligion.
If by religion 1s meant a system of deliverance from the ills of life then Buddhism is the
religion of religions. In Digh- Nikaya a proper work ethic is recommended for the laity
(Gahapatis) and highlighted socio- economic responsibilities for them which focus on
a series of actions based on materialistic relationship.

Education/Mental Training : Ignorance can be ended through proper education.
The greatest gill ol nature 1o human being is rationalily. Rational mind can achieve
happiness in this life and alterwards of it. [In Mahayana Buddhism cultivation of mind is
highly emphasized. Yogichara School also says that the whole world is nothing but the
mind only. Mind as well as mental phenomena play very significant role in every walk
of human life. Family life is nol an exception. The Buddha has said:

1. Manopubbangma dhama,
Manosettha Manomaya
Manasa ce paduthena
Bhasati vakaroti va,
tato nam dukkhamaneti,
Cakkamva vahato padam.”

2. “Manopubbangma dhamma
Manoscttha manomaya;
Manasa ce pasannena

Bhasati va karoti va ;
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Tato nam sukkhamaneti.
Chaya, va anapayani.” 2
That mind works in all human activitics. Accordingly man suffcrs or cnjoy in this
world and afterwards. Mind is very powerful and active. It is always working. It 1s very
difficult to control it. Harnessing the mind of people is very difficult task. Einstein once
said that cven atomic encrgy which shakes the whole world cannot train a man’s mind.
Hc says it can be trained and harncsscd through proper cultivation and guidance.
Buddhism deals various kinds of mental training bascd on Abhidhama and tcachings of
other great scers of Mahayana tradition like Atisha,Nagarjuna ctc. to harncss the human
mind which cnablcs cvery individual to enjoy enormous mental pecace. Being frec from
ncgativity such persons live harmoniously and happily in family, socicty or clscwhere
in the world.

Buddhist and Modern psychology

Vigyanvada is a description and explanation of psychic phenomena which deals
with various processes of mental aspects of human beings to elevate them to such a
high state that they would be able to get rid of all sorts of sufferings and enjoy enormous
mental peace. Modern psychologists like Wundt, Freud, Jung and Adleretc. have explored
some psychic methods for the treatment of persons suffering from mental disorders. These
are not new. Only ways of treatment differ. Besides they have not unfolded many mental
phenomena as the Buddha has done.

Freud’s pleasure and pain principle deals id, Ego and superego and its relation
with conscious, subconscious and unconscious aspects of mind. Human behaviour is
guided by them. Gratification of desire of psychophysical needs during childhood is
limited upto id. From adolescent to youth and thereafter function of ego and super ego
also begins along with id. When Desire originates from id for its gratification, ego
comes instantly and awakens the organism about the surroundings whether it is favorable
for the same. The super ego comes at last and suggests that should be done according to
the then situation, norms of society and ethics as well as morality. Then the individual
acts accordingly. On the basis of this natural principle, case history, behavior and some
other various techniques, along with his own intuition Freud treats his patients. Detecting
reason for the disease of a particular patient he cures him. Whereas the Buddha, the
great psychiatrist as well as social physician has preached human as to how one will
remain free from any mental agony. He deals causes of suffering and its elimination
through eight fold paths, middle way, dealt in four noble truths. Numerous mental
exercises have been suggested by him to human tor keeping sound mind. He further
says that just like physical exercises and good food keep one’s body fit and healthy so is
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the mental exercises and pious thoughts. Vipassana system of meditation of the Buddha
1s the greatest gift to human world .Various kinds of methods prescribed by the Buddha
are precautionary measures and at the same time curing too. He further says that most
of the physical diseases are related with mind. In this way the theory of the Buddha is
vast and deep. Today is the time of inter disciplinary study and research. Research
should be done in that very direction. Recently in western countries people are practicing
various kinds of mental training for balancing emotions. UK schools have begun teaching
mindfulness, relaxation, techniques of breathing, Vipassana meditation and methods as
subjects of study to regulate emotions of children. Almost 370 schools have already
been imparting for some years such subjects along with other subjects.?? It should be
started like this in other parts of the world too.

Regarding The Fire Sermon of Adityapariyaya-sutla, which occurs in iwo places
in Mahavagga of Vinaya pitaka and in the Sanyuktanikaya of Suuta Pitaka, T S Cliot
says that the Sermon delivered by the Buddha is very comprehensive. It covers all the
psychological processes involved in the entanglement of the mind with passion of all
kinds. It includes all the senses viz. visual, auditory, ollactory, gustatory, textile and
bodily. Also includes mental attachment perhaps a stored in the active memory. It should
be noted that it does not conline itsell to sexual passion only. Going through The
Wasteland it can be said that Buddhism exercised strong attraction on T.S. Eliot. He
was highly influenced by Buddhist philosophy and psychology.

The Buddha has already taught more than that. In the context of Buddhist
psychology and modern psychology it can be said that modern psychologists have had
a limited success in the treatment of sick mind. They are still in experimental stage. [n
many cases they fail to relieve the tensions and inner conflicts that come through the
lack of a spiritual anchorage in our turbulent and disturbed person, family, society and
so on and so forth. It can be a substitute for that deep inner awareness of spiritual
values, and that sense of security in a dangerous world which Buddhism gives. Charles
Gustava Jung, the world fame - great psychologist believed that Buddhism was the
most perfect religion the world has seen. Leo Matos, 21 century psychiatrist also praises
Buddhist system of meditation and various kinds of mental training for the welfare of
human world.

Ethics and Vietnamese Tradition of Family: A Bird’s Eye View

The major [unction of a [amily in sociely is socialization of human. Pali canon
mentions parents as first teacher and [irst gods®. Pubbacariya, pubbadeva. In fact family
is a socio psychological need of an individual. Here socialization means an atlempt (o
replace unwholesome roots with wholesome roots.*
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Again as a rational human being one needs to have warmth, courteous and
companionship for our psychological relief which a family provides. Both these
requirements are fulfilled by Vietnamese families well in early days.

If family life is harmonious human world will be happy and harmonious. The
world would be saved [rom annihilation. To achieve the goal one has (o inculcate
Bodhichitia which is the key ol Buddhism.

The etymological meaning of the term ““Bodhichitta” is to enhance one’s courage
on mental attitude. An awakening of man from within is Bodhi. It refers to a state of
balance and harmony in the life of man who attained it. Conjugal as well as any kind of
social life can never be unhappy if an individual has a state of balanced mind. Meditation
lies at the heart of the spiritual life of Vietnamese Tradition. The last three stages of the
noble- Eight fold path i.e. perfect. Effort, Perfect Awareness, and Perfect Samadhi-are
all concerned in one way or another with meditation. Samadhi or meditation is one of
the Parmitas.Perfections which according to the Mahayana tradition form the path of
the Bodhisattva. H.H. the 14th Dalai Lama always says that one should regard all living
beings as if they were one’s own relatives like parents, wife, sons & daughters and so on
and so forth. It is certain that everybody we meet has at some time a thousand life ago,
been our parents or anyone family member. For Karma and rebirth theory says that our
dead relatives are may be living as animals or any other form of creatures throughout
the six realms according to their deeds. Compassion arises for them naturally after
knowing such idea and we will think for the welfare of all living beings which is the
ideology of Bodhisattva. Ancestor as well as spirit worship in Vietham acknowledges
us their high regard to elders, faith in rebirth and all sentient and non-sentient of the
universe as one family.

Developing inter human relations cordial, observance of moral precepts Sila along
with Brahmavihara which refers 1o amity (meita), compassion (karuna), rejoice in others
joy (mudita) and indilference 10 pleasure and pain (upekkha) is essential.

Prior to deal way of family life in Vietnamese society it would be proper to mention
common social relations of family members and way as prescribed in Sigalovad-Sutta
in Pali canon. In making the efforts to attain the ideal state of perfect man the laymen
are preached to fulfill their worldly duties for the good and interest of themselves as
well as for others without any attachment,

Six types of fundamental principles of social ethical relationship may be derived
{rom the teachings of the Buddha contained in the Sigdlovada-Sutta.”® Here the Buddha
instructs an young man sigél aboul the real meaning of worshiping the six directions
properly as done by a noble person while explaining the significanl phenomena of social
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relations. This discourse also shows that how each and every member of a human family/
society, in general, has to act according to mutual interest. East, South, West, North,
Nadir and Zenith, these six directions are mentioned here as symbols for six type of
social relationships. Each group of human society including family relationship is setup
here as a direction through these six type of relations. The discourse lays great emphasis
upon a specific moral code of a family and social behavior, yet it cannot be regarded as
a rigid social code.?®

This discourse is the main consideration in the form ol certain duties and
obligations ol a house-holder towards his wile, children, parents, servants, workers,
[riends and companions, teachers and religious persons. In Fact it is mainly due (o the
variations of the nature of these obligations that the social positions of an individual
also vary as a husband, a [ather, an employer, a [riend, a pupil and a religious lay
adherents & monk.”

Rights and duties of each group of these six categories are indicated by the Buddha
in the context of social relationship.

(A)  Husband and Wife : The Buddha says that one’s wile should be set up with
respect, by handing over authority and by giving her adornments. As (or wife is concerned
she is also advised o arrange the work of the household well, treat the attendants properly,
be [aithlul, look after the income, be skill(ul and diligent in everything that out to be
done. A husband or a wile behaves properly in accordance with moral obligations,
rights and duties in running the household business.

(B) Parents and Children : The Buddha strongly emphasizes on proper respect
and love towards one’s parents in general. Five conditions are shown in this teaching to
be the ideal factors tfor making the mutual relationship of this group harmonious. These
are the thinking that he was brought up by parents as a son should support his parents,
should do such thing which ought to be done, should establish the family (the wealth),
should engage in the family heritage ( keep up its tradition), should grant donations for
the parents after their death. On their turn, parents also should keep their children away
from evil, introduce them to good, have them trained in a trade, and unite them with
proper wives and handover the inheritance to them in time.

The supreme position occupied by the parents is (urther conlirmed by several
other passages ol the Pali canon. Al one place the Buddha declared thal parents are as
sacrificial [ire. He [urther says thal this venerable [ire should be rightly attended for
happiness, by esteeming, revering, venerating and worshiping them.” It is also declared
one who neglects one’s own parents and even does wrong 1o them, he cannol expect
any blessing in the life but the doom of ruin and hell. Such statements reveal the Buddha’s
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acceptance of the highly valued position of good parents.

(C)  Friends and companions : Friends and companions belonging (o dillerent
(amilies grow love and aflection to each other aller getting association at various sltages
of their life such as during childhood at playground in school, college, during youth in
olfice, in monastery as co-learner, co- leachers and so on and so [orth, become [riend.
Friend in need is [riend indeed conlirmed by the Buddha. They should be reciprocal in
their helping nature.

(D)  Teacher and taught : The ideal underlying the relationship within this group is
highly valued in Buddhism. A teacher should provide resources and methods to impart
knowledge as well as wisdom to the best of his capacity. He should love his pupil like
his own son. The pupil also should pay high regard to his teacher more than his father
even. His keen attention to the lesson, his good will by doing something useful for his
teacher even in his day to day life should be maintained.

(E) Employcr and employec : The Buddha’s advice to both is based on their mutual
harmonious relationship. Aim of both should be interdependency in boosting the
organization so that both should be happy and wealthy. According to the Buddha'’s
advice the employee should be employed by arranging the worth according to their
ability, by granting proper wages and [ood, by attending (o them in illness, by sharing
special enjoyment with them and by granting them holidays at proper times. In turn the
employee should be keen 10 [ulfill his duties to the employer’s conteniment. They should
be anxious to make them sell-agreeable in deed and word, should wait upon their
employer, should be eager (o please him and should speak [(riendly words to him.

(F) Lay followers and monks : This is a special type of social group especially
significant in Buddhist social set up in general and in Vietnamese society in patrticular,
The relationship between the monks and the lay followers operate on the basis of mutual
help and interdependence.

These principles work as the balancing [actors [or the proper preservance of the
mutual relationship of the six types of social groups. Although they are negalive in
formulation vet positive recommendations are implied by them. Lastly it is essential to
add here that in this system of relationship a detailed and specilic positive code of
social conduct has been presented by this discourse which was deeply rooted in Buddhist
society. This discourse would be useful even in the present context the world over if it
is practiced properly.

Tn olden days the family in Vietnam was patriarchal, Patrilineal and patrilocal.
Often they were living together two to four generations under one roof. Generally
extended family was prevalent. Scanty examples of immediate family (nha) were also
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found.*

Vietnamese possessed some peculiar atiributes ol character in which “doc-lap”
independence strong clan instinct and a profound sense ol loyalty to family were the
main characteristics. Household was considered as the most important unit. In village
polity, oo it was house hold and not the individual, which was a political unit. The
economic base [or tax purpose also was a household with slogan of “One (ire, one
lamp”. Household was considered as sacred as a place ol worship, in the allairs of
which law ol the land never inter(ered.

Regarding fair sex there was a body of older women’s association, where a woman
on becoming a widow after attaining the age of fifty or so would enter into the Buddhist
order of piety. Prior to understanding Buddhist ideology Vietnamese were not deeply
religious people in the quest for spiritual uplift but were pragmatic. They were more
interested in their happiness in this material world, rather than life after death.

Husband is responsible (or (inancial sustenance and wife is looking alter domestic
allairs. Women enjoy more respect in [amily. History sparks that women played a very
significant role in the Vietnam war.*

Traditional Marriage — According to Buddhism marriage is a secular affair. Tt is
not considered a sacrament. Buddhist are expected to follow the civil laws regarding
marriage laid out by their respective governments. H.H. the 14" Dalai Lama says it is a
personal matter. If couples agree fully they may marty. In Buddhism happiness and
harmony of human being matters much.

Parents play an important role regarding marital affairs of their o[fspring’s. The
bride and groom in [ront of all their guests will turn to their parents. Cach parent will
then give advice aboul marriage and (amily 1o the couple. A candle ceremony will
follow symbolizing the joining of the bride and groom and the joining of the two
[amilies.™

Marriage was arranged by parents often with the help of matchmakers and
sometimes before their children has reached puberty. Polygamy was also in vogue?®* 3
Viethamese marriage being a permanent bondage between the couple it was essential to
know each other well. Brides were expected to be virgins prior to marriage. Significance
of fidelity and the virtues of the bride were strictly maintained in the conjugal life.
Generally traditional marriage of the couples happens within the same village. Tt may
be within the relatives of that very family. Couples have been expected to live with the
husband’s family until they could afford a place of their own. In the olden days the bride
was usually older than the groom. The reasoning went that an older girl was strong
enough to perform farming chores. Social status of the families and astrological mystical
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affinities of the marriage partners matter much. A Buddhist monk, versed in horoscopic
study assists them. The uniformity of the mixtures of religious concepts in Vietnam
except among tribal peoples tends to give a uniformity to marriage arrangements,
ceremonies, feasts, dowry, etc., Because the individual is less important than the family,
it is expected that the family will have a major voice in the selection of wives and
husbands of their progeny. Here it shows that family 1s more significant than the couple.
There is an Asia saying, which is accepted by Vietnamese that “one can get another
wife or husband but not another mother or father.”

Thus family loyalty is apparent. Vietnamese (amilies keep elderly persons with
respect and allection instead of sending them o old age home shelter or in any other
institution.*

Conclusion

Consequently duties in respect to householders who live with family members,
kith and Kin, descendant, and neighbors have been dependent to socio-ethical norms of
society.

Extended [amily in general and Indian in particular teaches love and affection. A
child living amongst many members such as parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle,
cousin, elc., learn love with their association il they are ol positive thought. Home/
(amily is the [irst learning place for human. Because children learn love [rom mother
(irst then father, uncles, grandparents and so on and so [orth. Those who do not love
their parents and grandparents or another family member they will never love anyone
including wile/husband. Buddhism teaches (o pay high regards and alfection to ones
parents, grandparents and other elders of the [amily.

Buddhism has emphasizes loving kindness and compassion along with other
virtues. Compassion (Karuna) is a great virtue in Buddhism The buddha talks of
developing great compassion means developing the mind.* In the Vietnamese Buddhist
tradition compassion is analyzed as universal sympathetic understanding. Even at the
cost of suspension of one’s own emancipation, one should be ready to help others due
to karuna. It has individualist and social aspect both. It needs to be developed
individualistically and then collectively Extension is possible. A Boddhistava should
practice four psycho-physical modes of living known as Maitri (empathy), Karuna,
compassion, Mudita (sympathetic joy) and Upekkua (equanimity and impartiality) which
are interrelated. Bodhisattava desires enlightenment for all beings and not for himself
only. He is in grief on account of the suffering of others and does not care for his own
happiness.* He desires weltare and good of the world. All his faults are destroyed when
his heart is full of karuna. He loves all beings like a mother loves her only child. ¥
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Karuna consists in realizing the equality of oneself and others as equal to himself, he
gets rid of I and you; “yours” and “mine”. He learns to feel love and joy of others like
his own. His mind must be overwhelmed and saturated with the feeling of pity for
others that it is impossible for him to think of his own enlightenment. Thus altruism is
recognized and recommended as root motivation of the Bodhisattva.

Tradition, Modernity and Individual

Westernization has brought many changes in South East Asian Culture. Vietham
is one of them. But reason regarding Vietnam is quite different. Effect of war on
Vietnamese population is very deep. It affects the population on various facets viz.
psychophysical, Political, religious, cultural, socioeconomics in general and family life
1n particular.

The Vietnamese war has been resulted a sex imbalance among young adults caused
by excess male morlality and sex selective emigration aller the war. These imbalances
have had consequences [or the [irst marriage market due 1o the surplus of young women
relatively to the young men. Naturally traditional [amily life has got conflict with gender
inequality, modernily, intergenerational co-residence, non-agricultural occupation and
other modernizing international societies.>®

In family set-up numerous changes can be seen. Young Vietnamese go to western
countries for study and earning. With their association they observe their way of leading
family life. Contrary to extended traditional way of Viethamese family life they see
nuclear family, old age home, independent choice for marriage, frequent divorce, child
care home for bastard, various kinds of physical enjoyments, no value of fidelity etc.
Vietnam has not been remained unaffected with these elements of western society.

Resultantly changes occurred in their familial structure. They considered that
traditional wedding was rather complicated including a lot of stages. Today Vielnamese
have evolved new custom ol marriage. It is simple yet it keeps some traditional characters
too. Some cumbersome rituals that is no longer suitable [or the modern life. Those were
discarded. There are still some compulsory rituals [or couples that they practice today
even. Beirothal ceremony is one of them. This ritual happens before the wedding.
Normally, the bride, the groom or their parents go Lo the [ortune Teller at [irst to ask [or
the auspicious date and time [or such ceremony. In Vietnamese belie(s, the odd number
and the red color will bring luck to the young people. The gilts include betel leaves,
areca nut (ruils, wine, lea, husband wile-cake, etc. One of the most important gift is the
whole roasted pig which placed in a long tray.*

There are other many engagement ceremonies also. Their marriage is based on
that ceremony. Another one is a tea ceremony. Tt combines the celebration of marriage
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with honoring the family’s ancestor and relatives.* Like these there are some other
ceremonies too that they celebrate today. Yet modern family life is not so happy as in
the past. Divorce was scandalous for women in ancient Vietnamese family. It was a
taboo in their tradition. Yet it is occurring now a day. There have been increasing larger
numbers of couples aged about 35 years old in Hochi Minh City filing for divorce and
the rate currently stands at around 30% of couples of all years.*

Romance as well as sex has gol somewhat supremacy over love and marriage.
Arranged marriage has been declining heavily (Pamela Laborde, M.D., Ethnomed. org/
cul/Vietnamese).*

Today some reforms have been introduced by the nation in Vietnam to cope up
with the pace of modern socio-economic world. Major family reform was initiated
under a new law enacted in 1959 and put into effect in 1960. The law’s intent was to
protect the rights of women and children by prohibiting polygamy, forced marriage,
concubines, and abuse. [t was designed to equalize the rights and obligations of women
and men within the family and to enable women to enjoy equal status with men in
social and work-related activities. According to state control media Vietnam’s
government has forbidden some marriage customs by local ethnic groups, including
wife robbery, wedding of close relatives etc.*

While divorce has long been culturally discouraged and limited divorce has been
increasing after the renovation policy in late 1980’s with alternative causes,
consequences, etc. This is happening in the process of modernization of transforming
traditional sociely Lo modern one. Yel divorce rate remains relatively low compared o
the rates of other developed countries and are similar to other Asian countries like
China and other.*: 4546

The present Dalai Lama always says that Buddhism is fully associated with trees
since its inception. He also advise human to learn altruism from trees which give humane
fruits, leafs, plants shelter, wood for furniture and fuel but it never demand anything
from human. Feeling altruism as well as sacrificing tendenty should be maintained in
family life. Tt each and every member would follow such ideology the family along
with society would be extremely happy and peaceful.

Today more than ever before, lile must be characterized by a sense of universal
responsibility, not only individual to individual in a family, nation to nation and human
1o human, but also human 1o other [orm of life.

Thus traditional Vietnamese Buddhist tamily generates the ideology of
Brahmavihara which teaches the language of love, universality and how to live
harmoniously in this era of rat-race.
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Getting an opportunity to be in close association with them while participating a
world conference on Buddhism in Vietnam, organized by UNO on the occasion of
Annual United Nations Day of Vesak 2019, I have felt that somewhat Vietnamese
Buddhists are trying to practice the ideology of the Buddha in their day to day life. Here
it would not be out of the context to mention the words of our honorable Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who has said that India is a country, that has given the world, not war,
but the Buddha, whose message is peace and harmony,*” Modi Narendra, PM. Address
the 74" session U.N.A, New York on Friday, The Times of India, Saturday 28, 2019,
Patna.
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Ploughing Ceremony of Thailand : Indian
Origin

Preeti Vishwakarma®

Introductory

Thailand is a South-East Asian country. Siam (modern Thailand) had been in
close cultural contact with India. It is true. in ancient literature of India. we have no
specific relerence to Siam, bul [requent references Lo Suvarnadvipa suggests that the
ancient Indians were probably [amiliar with Menam valley and Malay-Peninsula. This
[urther supported by archaeological [inds at Pong Tuk and Phra Pathom Chedi in Nakorn
Pathom province (Thailand), which include the Buddhist symbol the Dharmachakra.
This undoubtedly suggests that Buddhism had reached Thailand even belore the Christian
era, because the Dharmachakra belongs to the early phase of Indian art when the Buddha
was represented only through symbols.

The present paper presents a descriptive account of the Brahmanical origin of
the ploughing ceremony which influenced the almost all the walks of Siamese life in
those early days and moulded its policy and administration. This important ceremony is
performed up to the present day in the country in order to usher in auspiciously the
tilling of paddy fields. The ceremony of the first ploughing, known as Bidhi carat Nangala
in Thai or popularly as Rek Na is always performed with full pomp and grandeur. It is
always witnessed by His Majesty the King and the Court. Tt takes place at the beginning
of May throughout the whole kingdom. The day is fixed by the Brahmanas.?

The Court and the Brahmanas

We know that Siam was a stronghold of the Brahmanas in the carly-medicval
period of its history. Ruang Nang Nabamasa- a Thai book (The Story of Lady Nabamasa)
gives in dctail the influcnee of the Brahmana Panditas in Thai court. The author of the
book was the daughter of a Brahmana who reccived patronage in the Sukhothai period
(1257 A.D. to 1350 A.D.) and this book is the best source material for knowing the
Brahmanical and other traditions of the Thai pcople.

*27 D. Hirapuri Colony. Universily Campus. Gorakhpur
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In Ayutthaya period (1350 A.D. to 1767 A.D.) also, the Brahmana Panditas
exercised tremendous influence in the court. These Brahmanas are said to have been
recruited mostly from North and South India. These Panditas discharged various functions
at the court such as interpreting supernatural omens to the king, helping in the work of
calendar making and fixing auspicious days for state ceremonies. The chief among
them used to be a royal chaplain. But their most important duty was to officiate at the
state ceremonials, particularly the anointing and crowning ceremony. Though itis difficult
to say. when Brahmanism entered Siam. We can, however, guess on the basis of available
data that since Siam formed a part of Kambuja empire about 8" or 9* century A.D., she
was naturally influenced by the religious condition of that country. It has been therefore,
rightly suggested that Siam received Brahmanism indirectly through Kambuja where it
was well established by that tume. It may also be presumed that Brahmanism was
introduced in Thailand when historical facts were not recorded. But, considering all the
aspects it seems that the former view is more plausible and nearer the truth.?

The Brahmana priests and scholars played a great role in the cultural life of
Thailand like other adjoining regions of South-East Asia. Their atiendance at the royal
court was indirectly responsible {or much of the people’s beliel in this religion and
most ol the royal ceremonies and activities were conducled in accordance with the
Brahmanical concept as interpreted by them. In [act, Brahmanism influenced every
aspecl of Thai lile. The Brahmana priests officiated at the king’s coronation, tonsorial
ceremonies, oaths of allegiance (o the king taken by officials, royal weddings, royal
cremations and [irst ploughing ceremonies.* Besides these, they also cast and set the
[avorable time [or ceremonies, analyzed parlance interpreted dreams of the king,
predicted victory or deleat in war and scarcity, sulliciency of rainfall.

The Brahmana Panditas functioning in the Siamese court in the present time
constitute a small body of men who perform duties in connection with those ceremonies
of the state that are not wholly Buddhist. One can discern in their features a trace of
Indian Brahmana blood but since no female Brahmanas over accompanied them from
India, they intermarried with the people of the country and so this trace of Indian blood
is now but slight. They wear their hair long, in the form of a chignon and on ceremonial
occasions don the Brahmanic cord and wear white (a Siamese lower garment called
phanum) together with a white jacket, embroidered with silver flowers in the case of
the Head priest. They represent two sects- the Vaisnavas (Brahmana Bradhipasa) and
Saivas (Brahmana Bidhi) but they have in Bangkok three temples in one enclosure, the
larger one (that on the south) being dedicated to [svara (Siva), the middle one to Ganesa
and the northern one to Narayana (Visnu), the houses in which the Brahmanas live in
the vicinity.®
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The Brahmanas of Siam are also known as Phrams, which is a corruption of the
word Brahmana. They constitute a small community of Bangkok who live near their
temple Vat Bot Phram- the Pagoda of the Sanctuary of the Brahmanas. Thus, the
Brahmanas, the scholars and the priests have played a great role in the all-round progress
of Thailand.® The presence of the Brahmanas at the court was indirectly responsible for
such of the people’s beliet in Brahmanical and Hindu deities and Tndian magico-religious
practices. From the Sukhothai period up to the present day most of the state ceremonies
have been a combination of the two religious Brahmanism and Buddhism. Even at the
present time Brahmanical faith and rites are practiced in Thailand.

Performance

In the reign ol King Mongkut, popularly known as Rama IV (1851 A.D. — 1868
A .D.) some Buddhist elements were introduced into the Ploughing ceremony. A pavilion
was erecled in the Pramane ground and an image of the Lord Buddha was placed there.
Buddhist preists were also invited (o the ceremony (0 make a recital,” and so we see that
on the alternoon of the same day, Buddhist monks carry out the special image ol the
Buddha in procession in connection with the minor degree ol the Barus Satva. Like the
Buddhist monks, the Brahmana also carry the images of the Hindu gods to the crown
paddy ficlds in procession. They place them on an altar in a ceremonial pavilion. There
they perform religious rites on the usual lines.

Formerly it was the king himself who pertormed this rite. But is still the custom
for the king to appoint a temporary substitute, who in this case is always the Minister of
Agriculture- Phya Raek Nah, the successor of the ancient Baladeva (Krisna's brother)
or Head of the Department of Lands. The object of ploughing by the king or his substitutes
leading the ploughing is to set an example to his people and induce them to be industrious
in cultivating the land.?

The day of the ploughing ccremony is the official start of the rice farming scason
and the correct name should really be “The ceremony of the First Ploughing.”™ On the
preceding day the king gives his benediction to the Lord of the Harvest and the celestial
Maidens at the Chapel Royal of the Emcrald Buddha. In recent years the former has
almost invariably been the Dircctor-General of the Rice Department.

On the morning of the ceremony day the gay cavalcade proceeds from the Ministry
of Agriculture to the Pramane ground, venue of the ritual. The temporary king or Phya
Raek Nah (Baladeva) is carried on a palanquin in procession to the crown paddy field.
This procession consists only of ceremonial drummers, processional umbrella-bearers,
a body-guard bearing ancient weapons and pages carrying the insignia of the minister,
On arrival at the field which is protected from the instruction of evil spirits by rajavat
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fenus erected at each corner, the presiding official descends from his palanquin and
goes to the pavilion of the Brahmanas and lights incense sticks before the images of the
deities." After he has prayed and lighted the candles and joss- sticks in front of the
altars, the Brahmanas pour lustral water into his hands. The presiding official in turn
puts several drone of it on his hand.

The ceremony begins [or the spectators with the offering o the Lord of the Harvest.
This offering is of three gold-embroidered pieces ol [olded cloth called ‘Panung’ of
dilferent lengths. The presiding olficial must put on one ol them and his choice will
conslitute an omen permitting the Prediction ol the season o come. In case he chooses
the long one, a drought is (oreseen.' The shortest one means that abundant rains smy
ruin the harvest. But il good luck or father divine inspiration sakes his choose the ‘Panung’
ol medium length, the favourable omen is welcomed with joy when at the crowd and
advances towards the plough placed belore the royal pavilion.

Then, the ploughing ceremony begins. Lustral water is sprinkled on the ground in
front of the plough which has been anointed. It 1s stored by the Lord of the Harvest. He
then takes the gilded handle of the plough which has been wrapped in red cloth by the
Brah Maha Raj Guru (Chief of the Brahmanas) and whips up the pair of the magnificent
oxen caparisoned in harness of red velvet and gold-thread while the senior Brahmanas
chant rituals and blow the conches. Three concentric furrows in each direction are
ploughed and at the roar four celestial Maiden of the nobility, called the Nan-devi follow
sowing rice seeds from gold and silver baskets into the newly-turned grounds. Three-
full circles are made to complete this part of the ceremony.

The sacred oxen are then unyoked and presented with seven containers of rice
seeds, liquor, sea-same seeds, maize, beans, waler and grass and [rom the order in
which the oxen choose (o eat, the Brahmanas can predict which crops are going (0 grow
best in the coming season. From all these omens-choice of the ‘Panung’, by the minister
and choice of cereals and liquids by the oxen- the Brahmanas, who have withdrawn to
the [oot of the altars, draw conclusions which are read 1o the king by a civil servant
[rom the Ministry of Agriculture."

Thus, the ploughing ceremony ends and the Lord of Harvest and his entourage
leave in procession for the Ministry of Agriculture. The king and queen take their leave
too but the vast crowd now burst on to the field and gather up the hallowed rice grain
fertilizers believing that mixed with their own seeds and planted on their farms a good
harvest will ensure. It is the end of their rest period and the beginning of the busy farm-
work ahead when all the family will be active from dawn to dusk in the paddy field
ploughing is also carried official deputed by the king.'?
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This kind of festival is of great importance to an agricultural country like Thailand
1s that it inspires confidence, diligence and hope in the farmers. It is a great stimulating
moral force. The king himself sets an example to his people and leads the fashion in
farming. The minute ceremonial details are no doubt designed to serve as good omens
removing fears in the hearts of farmers and peasants with regard to see dangers that lie
ahead such as too much or too little rain, too much or too little water and rice pests.

The objective ol the ploughing ceremony is 1o cell upon the goodwill of the
divinities (or the coming harvest and especially 1o consult those divine the outcome of
the harvest. As rice constituted Thailand’s principal wealth this ceremony acquires a
particular importance in the eyes of the people.™

Historicity of the ceremony

This ceremony of Brahmanical origin has been in existence for centuries not only
in Thailand but in Burma, Cambodia and China besides India (from which it came).
Antiquity of this function is testified by the ploughing of field of Punaura near Sitamarhi
town (Bihar State) by king Janaka of Mithila and discovery of Sita by the ploughshare
which struck the earthen pot containing her in the ground. It was this Sita, who was
later married to Rama- the son of king Dasaratha of Ayodhya. There is another story
related to the early life of Gautama Buddha himself narrating a similar ceremony
conducted by his father king Suddodhana of Kapilvastu. A miracle finds mention
narrating the mysterious behavior of the shade of a Jumbu tree which remained shadowing
Gautama Buddha trom Sun’s heat when all the other shadows of other trees had moved
away because of the shifting of the direction of the Sun. It is said that while the tather
king Suddodhana was himself ploughing ceremoniously to inaugurate the ploughing
season of the country (for prosperity of the citizen) the son Gautama was deeply engrossed
in meditation.
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Kambuja Polity : Indian Origin

Salil Kumar Pandey*

Kampuchea, Cambodia or the Khmer Republic (called by the inhabitants Srot
Khmer or Srot Kampuchea, by the French Cambodge and by the Indians Kambuja-the
land of rishi Kambuja)', is a country where the Hindu state of Funan was [lourishing at
the time ol the beginning of the Christian era. Brahmana Kaundinya (in Chinese Hun
Tien)- an Indian Brahmana get divine inspiration in his dreams and as directed by the
supernatural, set oll [or a voyage. He was blessed with a divine bow. His ship reached
the ports of Funan by the [orce of wind. The [emale ruler of Funan Liu Yeh (Indian
name Soma) came in a boat [or plundering the ship. Kaundinya used his divine bow
resulting in the surrender of the local empress. Aflter this incident Kaundinya became
the ruler of Funan. From 1* century A.D. (o the [all or Angkor dynasty, in the year 1431
A.D. Cambodia was in close contact with India.

Of all the ancient Hindu kingdoms established by Indian settlers in South-East
Asia, the kingdom of Kampuchea offers an example of unique achievement of Indians
in the field of culture, language, literature, religion, philosophy, polity and art. Sanskrit
was the State language during Angkorian regime. So we see that about one thousand
Sanskrit inscriptions were found in the different parts of the country. These inscriptions
portray sufficient light on the State administration of Kambuja.

The Khmer people came (o be acquainted [ully with Hindu Rajasastra which
deal with the problems ol State and its administration. It was in the 4™ century A.D. that
Kaundinya- the second, indianised law and customs of the country.? Khmer epigraphs
mention many Indian Brahmanas who held high position in Cambodia. Many ol them
established matrimonial relations in the royal families. They had, thus, ample opportunity
to introduce Indian political traditions and also modily the preventing State-cralt.

A large number of Sanskrit technical terms on administration like Arthasasira,
Nitisastra. Rajvidya and Rajdharma mentioned in the inscriptions suggest a profound
identity with their Tndian counterparts. ITn Cambodian State-craft Dharmadeva and
Simhadeva, Ministers of Bhavavarman and Mahendravarman respectively, have been

*Managing Editor, CHETANTA
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described to be personifications of dharma and artha, since they possessed supreme
knowledge of them.?

Kautilya’s Arthasastra prescribes [our types ol tests [or ascertaining the identity
and loyalty of the government olficials.* Bhavavarman II also must have subjected his
own high-ranking olficials (o those tests as we learn [rom the records ol the 7* century.’
The Arthasastra also recommends the knowledge ol [our Hindu Sciences- Anviksiki,
Dandaniti, Trayi and Varta lor kings.® One inscription refers (o a similar study by a
Khmer king who has been compared with the god with [our [aces because he possessed
knowledge of all the (our science relerred 10 above.”

The Kambuja inscriptions throw a floodlight on administrative set-up of
government from the very advent of ancient Khmer rulers. The Kambuja Empire extended
from Tong king and Champa and the borders of Siam (Thailand). People of various
races and tribes lived in this area. It is enjoyed the benefits of a compact set-up of
administrative system. The country was ruled by a woman previously and it was
Kaundinya who initiated his own way of administration. The country was divided into
provincial governments which had several Janapadas. Evidences in many inscriptions
suggested republican set-up at various levels like the election of Rajyasabha, Sabhapati
and local administrators by old men of the villages.

Rules had been laid down for the minutest details about provincial government,
justice, local sell government, revenue, military organization and appointments elc.,
most of which were based on Indian tradition in which there is a lot of respect and
reverence [or the authorities. The enltire sel-up of administration was orienied on the
lines of Arthasastra and Dharmasastra.® Prevalence of Indian administrative sysiem
and general understanding can be seen everywhere. Notable features of which are:

1. The divine origin theory,

2. King’s council of ministers,
3, Provincial chiefs,

4. Local sell government,

5. Hereditary appointments.

Besides the above [eatures, the seven elements (saptanga) of state of Kautilya
were also found. In Cambodian texts also a [requent relerence o the [undamental
elements ol Hindu Rajvasastra has been made and similar to Hindu ideals, the king was
considered (o be the most important of the seven elements.
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1. The King

The king’s authorily was supreme and a divine origin was claimed [or him.
Coronation 1o the throne was periormed by the Brahmana priests. It was later [ollowed
by roval guru. The royal gurus like Divakara Pandita, Yogiswara Pandita and Vamasiva
have also been mentioned. These gurus had great inlluence over the kings. They taught
them mathematics, grammar, dharmasastra. These royal gurus also initiated the
sovereigns into the rites ol royal pontificate such as secret mysteries, including probably
blood rites and human sacrifices.

The Cambodian kings, at the time of coronation and on occasions of some great
achievements, took the following titles of Indian origin:

1.  Rajadhiraja - Harsavarman I

2. Kambujendradhiraja - Harsavarman 1

3. Narendrajah - Yasovarman

4, Rajendra - Yasovarman

5. Maharajadhiraja - Bhavavarman

6.  Samrat - Stryavarman

7. Prthviapati - Prthvindravarman
8. Adhisvara - Jayavarman [I

The king was considered to be cither an incarnation of god or a descendant from
a god or both. King Jayavarman I is said to have taken birth on the carth from lord Siva
himsclf.” Thosc who appcared before the king touched the carth at the feet of the steps
three times with their forcheads. This custom was prevalent in India till recently.

As per the description of Chou Ta Kuan. the king held two audiences each for the
transaction of public business. At the appointed hours he met the officials and citizens
who wanted to see him. The king appeared before a gilded window. His approach was
heralded by music, conches blow and after some time the slave girls attending the
palace raised the curtain of the window. The crowd clasped their hands in devotion and
bowed until their foreheads touched the ground. Only when the conches ceased blowing
people could raise their faces and look upon the king god.**

From the above description, it appears that though some democratic notions had
spread in the country, aristocracy still persisted during the time of his visit (12™ century
A.D.). A detailed description about the pomp and grandeur of the palace (the movement
ol the king, his royal procession, palace girls, concubines and queens, his dress and
royal conveyance) is contained in Angkor, a book written by M. Mac Donald.
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Siva was generally thought to incarnate himself in king’s or to engender dynastic.
Monarchy was intimately bound up with the cult of Linga which was considered to be
the seat of divine essence of kingship. The Linga represents the devaraja “god king’
was adorned in the temple situated in the centre of the capital.

Ma Tuan Lin’s description mentions a tradition of the king 1o mutilate all the
brothers on the day when a new king was proclaimed. But since there is no relerence o
such inhuman attitude towards their brothers by the kings. L.P. Briggs considers the
above stalement ol the Chinese writer (o be unreliable.” About the harmonious relation
of the king with his brothers, we know [or certain that Chitrasena- the brother of king
Bhavavarman, served (aithfully as commander-in-chiel for a long time and alter the
death of the king (his own brother) he succeeded him on the throne and adopted the
name ol Mahendravarma. [sanavarman is believed (o have killed his brother to clear his
way 1o the throne but such stray events, il correct, should not be taken as an established
custom.

To impress their nobility of ancestry, the kings claimed descent from Indian
dynastics like the Sfiryavamsa and Somavamsa etc. For increasing their popularity and
influence among the Indianised Khmers and also to raise their estimation in the minds
of their subjects, the Cambodian kings established matrimonial alliances with the
Brahmanas.

The Cambodian royal courts looked much like an Indian court full of pomp and
magnificence. The king was surroundced by a host of officials like Brahmana purohitas,
hota, rajguru, Ministers and Generals and other officials including royal physicians.
He uscd to be absolute monarch-supreme head of both exccutive and judiciary like the
Indian kings. Their authority was not limited by any check but they were expected to
rule according to the Indian law books.

The kings were great builders. They made magnilicent temples and splendid
palaces. They had usually several wives among whom one used 10 be principal queen
known as agraamahishi. The general rule was that the king was [ollowed alter his death
by his son on the throne. Besides the oldest son, other relatives could also become
king’s successor. Udayadilyavarman was succeeded by his brother and Rudravarman
was succeeded by his nephew P°thvindravarman in 860 A.D."> Mention ol Arthasastra
and Dharmasastra has also made and the position of the ruler has been deflined
thoroughly.” This reveals that the king was highly revered. He was source ol law and
supreme commander of the army. Appoinitments of provincial administrators were made
by him only. Belore the appointment to the post ol visriayapati the candidates had o
work on lower posts also. From Chinese sources we learn that generally princes used (o
be appointed as provincial governors. These provincial governors could inter(ere in any
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affair of the provincial administration. They had a council of ministers and many other
officials to help.

The king celebrated holy sacrifices of Hindu belie( such as Sastrotsava mahahoma,
laksahoma, kotihoma, Sraddha and bhuvanatha. It was the duty of the whole nation to
protect the king for which purpose Napantaranga and Dvaradhyaksa were appointed.’
Besides these two ollicials, there were thousands of other guards. People were always
prepared (o ofler supreme sacrilice o the king.

2. Government Officials

We have seen that appointments to high-ranking posts like governors and other
officials of provincial and judicial administration were made directly by the king. In
some of the cases where hereditary considerations were made, it was ensured that such
individuals were capable, suitable and worthy of being appointed. The other consideration
was the allegiance of the family to which the candidate belonged.

We know [rom an inscription about a [amily which was lavoured by the king
because of its patriotic spirit. This was called the [amily of royal ollicers.'” Dharmasvami,
an educated Brahmana well-versed in the Vedas and the Vedangas was made the chiel
ol Dharmapura. His two sons were also given government appointments. The elder son
held many royal ollices such as commander of the cavalry." and lord ol Sre°thapura
etc."” His younger brother Pracanasimha was also a high ollicial.? He successively held
the posts of commander ol the palace-guards (palace-guards possessed arms and wore
helmets on their heads),?' commander of the navy and chiel of the thousand soldiers of
Dhanvapura.??

From an inscription of king Udayadityavarman, we know of family which is
mentioned to have monopolized the post of ‘the bearer of royal fan’, for thirteen
successive kings beginning from Jayavarman II. The inscription records the gift of a
golden laksmi by king Udayadityavarman as an insignia of the office of the bearer of the
royal fan. This hereditary office of fan bearers was founded by Vagisa and continued for
many generations from Jayavarman, II to Stiryavarman L.

Women werce also appointed on high ranking posts. Prana onc of the wives of
king Rajendravarman II, was appointed as the private secretary of Jayavarman. This
appears to have been done for two rcasons:

1. In making appointments effects were made to appoint members of the royal family
on especially exalted positions and when no male members available from among
them, such posts were filled up by females.

2. It appcars to have been done also for the sake of efficiency.



166 | Salil Kumar Pandcy

Government officials had fo take oath of allegiance to the king. They took a vow
before sacred fire in the presence of a gathering of the Brahmanas and Acaryas to sacrifice
their life in the king’s service.? Such people were supposed not to honor any other king
or accomplices to the enemy. For apses corporal punishments were also awarded.
Government officials were subject to transfer from one place to another. Their posts
and designations could also be changed. The high officials of the government had similar
designations as prevalent in ancient India. Mention of the following has been made:

1. Kumaramantri * - He appears 10 be Kumaramantri as mentioned in
north India.

2. Baladhyksa - He is Baladhykrta referred to in Indian records.
3. Mantri®® - He holds an important position in the State.
4. Rajabhiseka ?, and

rJI

Rajakulamahamantri ® - These two high officials are mentioned in the
inscriptions but it is not always easy (o distinguish
their exact status and nature of duties.

Kumaramantri lived with the princes. Their duty was to control over the princes
and to ensure that they obeyed the orders of the emperors. The Baladhyksa or the
Baladhykria was a bit different from the army chief while the army chief went to the
battle-field, the Baladhykria administered the army from ministerial headquarters. He
was the head of all affairs related to the army but it was not necessary for him to go to
battle-field.

The Mantri was appointed by the king. They generally came [rom aristocratic
families. There were a number ol ministers in the Cambodian royal court during the 7
century A.D., as we learn [rom the Chinese sources, and the emperor sat amidst [ive
types of high ranking officials.** The Angkor Vat reliefs also portray such royal courts.

Among the other officials mention can be made about the following:
Purohita *
Dvaradhyaksa *

Annadhipati ¥

B

Gugadosapariksaka %

Diita ¥

IJ]

The Prasat Komnap Stele inscription gives a list of many other officials who
were concerned with the management of the religious Institution of various sects
constructed by YaSovarman.*® They had no hand in the general civil administration:
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1. Rajakutipala - He kept the government seal in his custody.

2. Pustakaraksaka - He used 1o look alter the libraries of the government
monasteries. His duty was 1o save the books as well as the
important documents [rom destruction.

3. Lekhaka® - This Lekhaka can be identified with kayastha mentioned in
Indian records.

Ulkadharaka (torch-bearer), Sakatiharaka, Panyaharaksa, Tambiilika,
Patrakaraka, Tundulakarinya and Ksuskacakra have also been mentioned. Besides them,
we have also mention of the [ollowing government oflicials:

1. Rajasabhadhipati 2. Mahasvapati

3. Mahanauvahaka 4. Samantanauvahaka

5. Sahasravargadhipati 6. Chief of royal household
7. Royal physician 8. Leader ol royal bodyguard
9. Chief of corvee labour.

The Rajahoti was government ollicial occupying a high position with some
authority in the management of civil administration. The Khmer rulers showed keen
interest in religious, benevolent and public-wellare Institutions. The administration was
almost blending ol dharma and therelore, even the minor officials ol religious Institutions
were appointed by the rulers.

3. Provincial Administration

From the Chinese accounts we learn that the whole country was divided into as
many as 30 provinces. Some of these were [Sanapura, Vikramapura, Dhanvipura,
Adhyapura, Tadantarapura, Sresthapura and Ugrapura. The king generally appointed
the princess as provincial governors. These provincial governors could interfere in any
affair of provincial administration. They had a council of ministers and many officials
to help. Some of these provincial heads used to get this post after the death of their
fathers but in such cases selection was made on the prime consideration of personality
and individual capability. Samaradhipativarman was the hereditary governor of
Bhavapura.* The Tan Kran inscription of Jayavarman I mentions the eldest son of
Dharmasvamin who was appointed as governor of Dhruvapura on his father’s death.*

Kambuja inscriptions refer to a provincial administrator named Simhadatta and
another Brahmadatta, who was the administrator of Dharmapura.* This Simhadatta
was also a royal physician. References to donations and charitics made by the
administrators of Bhavapura and Jycsthapura arc also availablc.*
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From areference to the administrative set-up of Cakrankapura, Amoghapura and
Bhimpura it transpires that they were not directly administered by the royal officials.
They, rather, enjoyed some sort of internal autonomy, as king Isanavarman has been
called the suzerain of three kings.

Provincial chiels, more often than not, used to work at lower posts belore elevation
to the appointment. This was done 1o give them (raining and experience so that they
could handle responsibilities ol greater importance.

4. Local Self Government

Detailed information about local self government is lacking but we know that the
whole administrative set-up, Cambodia was patterned on the model of Indian political
theories and prevailing political structure in the main land. Democratic set-up was
functioning in India much before the time when India’s intercourse with the south-east
Asian countries began. The pioneers of this contact remodeled the system and grafted
Indian administrative system which included local self government also.

We have mention of village oflicials like the Gramavrddha, Purusapradhana
and Dasakagrama elc. which show that the villages were having their own leaders. The
Prasat Trapan inscription ol Jayavarman mentions a head of ten villages.* On the basis
ol this inscription it can be conjectured that the village leaders and the Dasakagrama
(leaders of ten villages) must have possessed some authorily and must have given them
power (o administer and manage certain allairs locally.

5. Military Organization

The country had vast land and sea frontiers. [t was necessary for the Cambodian
government to have both land and naval forces. The king had a number of generals.
When Kamvau revolted, the king had deputed his great army chief named Devasran,
Vlon, Vhur, Gam, Cenarau, Camnat, Rann and Khamonn to punish him. From this it ig
clear that the Cambodian king had ten generals who were known as senapati. The
commander-in-chief was known as mahasenapati. The post of the commander-in-chief
was given to the king’s brother in most of the cases. We know of the appointment of
Chitrasena, the brother of king Bhavavarman as the General who led the army against

Funan.*

Mention of officials administering both army and navy has also been made. In
one of the inscriptions we have reference to the following officials:

1. Mahasvapati - He was the head of the cavalry.

2. Mdahanauvahaka - He was naval officer.
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3. Samantanauvaha - He is said to be the head of boatmen (taritrabhria) who
know their classification.¥

There seems Lo be dilferent gradations ol military rank. Sahasravargadhipati
was an oflicer, commanding one thousand soldiers. He used 1o live in a single city. R.C.
Majumdar suggests that the word varga evidently stands a unit and the title probably
means the commander of a unit of thousand soldiers rather than on thousand units.*

Reliefs of Kambuja also contain informations about contemporary Cambodian
defence forces:

1. The army chiel is shown with his bodyguards.

2. A man in armour with a spear on his shoulder and shield in his left hand has been
depicted riding an elephant.

3. Athis back his escort is standing with an umbrella and [our horsemen are marching
in [ront of him who appear 1o his pilots.

4, The Bayon reliefs portray very clearly naval engagement of soldiers.

Use ol elephants, bows and arrows besides spears and shield by the army of
Stryavarman II is depicted in the bas reliel ol the south gallery ol Angkor Vat.

Fighting personnel according to the pictures depicting on the bas-relief included
infantrymen, archers, cavalrymen and elephant riders. Infantrymen fought with spears,
archers shot shower of arrows on the enemy while cavalrymen encountered the enemy
with their spears, swords and shields. For the protection of the king there was a standing
and regular bodyguards. The leader of the royal bodyguard was rnrpantaranga-yaudha >
B.N. Puri thinks that the body of troops was commanded by Narendraparicarakay.™*
The administration of the palace was under Sarvopadhasuddha. The palace guard wore
helmets on their head. Tt is perhaps this body which is referred to in the following
passage in a Chinese chronicle; in front of the chamber containing the royal throne
others are thousand guards armed with cuirass and lances.® These bodyguards were
equipped with weapons like javelin and spear. Sarvopadhasuddha used to be a reliable
person with proven patriotism. B.N. Puri remarks that this appointment was made to
avoid any coup d’etat, especially on occasions when the succession to the throne was
disputed.® Inscriptions frequently refer to war elephants. From the history of the Tsang
dynasty, we learn that there were five thousand war elephants in Kambuja.>* Martial
music used to be played as the Cambodian army fought. The following musical
instruments were used on such occasions: lallari, kaasa, karadi, timila, vina, venu,
ghanta, mrdanga, purava, bheri, kahala and Sankha >
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6. Revenue

Like the Indians, the people of Cambodia paid taxes to the state. The king had the
right to imposc and realize taxcs. According to Hindu belicf, taxcs were regarded as
wages of the king. The one-sixth bali tax, import and cxport dutics, fincs and forfeitures
collected from offenders-gathered in accordance with the Sastras (law and constitution)
as your wagces (vetanena), shall constitutc your revenuc. Relation between the king and
the subjcet was proved to have ended by the very fact of the former’s incapacity. The tic
of allcgiancc i1s decmed dissolved the moment the king failed to fulfill his duty and the
subject was free to cmploy another scrvant-master instcad.”® The Cambodian kings
uscd to guard the subjects and thercfore the people paid taxes in all kinds. In Khmer
inscription of Polm Tim, mention of giving of a buffalo to the head of the collectors of
paddy-tax by a citizen has been made. The animal was offered for cxemption from the
roval corvee.

7. Judiciary

The king was the head of the judiciary and the highest court of appeal. Guilty
officers were nol immune [rom punishments and for misuse of their official position
they were punished by the king. Of properties without claimant, the State was the owner
as it appears [orm the mention of the word mrtakadhana. Such properties were bestowed
to the Sanjakas only by the State. The civil and criminal law of Kambuja was based on
the laws of Manu.

The following were the officials of the judiciary department:¥’

1. Wayaharadhikari - Chief Judicial Officer. He was the custodian of the
properties of goods.

Dharmadhikaranapala Superintendent of the court of justice.
3. Gunadosapariksaka - Inspector of qualities and defects.

Mukhya-Nyayadhisa Chief Justice.

Dharmadhikaranapala and Gunadosapariksaka were subordinate to
Wayaharadhikari. One Prthvindra Pandita has been referred to forward the decision of
other judges to the king.™® Besides the government officials the kings also took interest
in judiciary. We know of several rulers who studied the dandaniti. Among them
Rajendravarman is said to be very prominent. Many other Khmer kings also acquired
knowledge of this science and delivered judgement based on this rizi. Rajdharma, though
crippled during the reign of Jayavarman V tried its path without any trouble with the
support of this rizi.*® The Hindu concept of rajdharma is mentioned at several places in
the Kambuja records. King Rajendravarman is said to have propounded the precepts of
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rajdharma according to Manu.®®

The [astern Baray inscription of Yasovarman reflers 1o Bhisma, who lying on
death bed taught the precepts of rajdharma to the Pagdavas.' In Kambuja the Nitisastra
literature seems 1o have been quite popular. Rajvidya of which Kamandaka has given a
briel delinition, is stated in some Khmer records (o be a hereditary royal science.®® The
kings are praised for their deep interest on this literature.* References 1o the [ollowing
types of punishments are {ound in inscriptions:

Fine of gold

A [ine ol 10 ounces ol gold was imposed upon Mrtan Kurun-the chief o[ Vipura
(or the oflences ol removing the boundaries and reaping the crops of land belonging o
others.

Floggings

The younger brother of Mrtan Kurun who abetted the crime was given a
punishment of flogging.

It appears that punishments were given very judiciously and nobody was
considered immune punishments. King Stryavarman sent messages ordering punishment
to Prthvindra Pandita who was a first class Magistrate.* In the inscription of Puol Prasat
decrees given by Prthvindra Pandita have been mentioned. He is said to have been
assisted by a few other Magistrates in deciding the cases.

In another reference we find that a slave who had fled away was caught tried and
handed over to the monastery again. The judge, the witness and two other lower officials
have been mentioned in his trial.*

8. Social Welfare

With the spread of Indian culture in Cambodia, human attitude towards the
downtrodden, disabled and sick also got spiritualistic touch and lavour by the
administration and people. R.C. Majumdar says, ‘Itis not merely the externals of Hindu
civilization but the very essence ol the Hindu view of life, that is unlolded belore our
eyes as we study the records ol this period and review the achievements of the greatest
kings of Kambuja. What, [or example can be a nobler sentiment than that which inspired
king Jayavarman VII in [ounding the hospitals more than 100 in number all over the
kingdom. In the records ol loundations we have come across mentions like.” That bodily
pain ol the diseased became in him (king Jayavarman VII) a mental agony more
tormenting than the former. For the real pain of the king is the pain ol his subjects, not
that ol his own (body).”
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R.C. Majumdar further says, ‘This noble sentiment which combines the idealism
of the Kautilyan king with the piety’ and humanity of Asoka was not a mere pious wish
or thought, but actually translated into action by the elaborate system of remedial
measures with a network of 102 hospitals as its unclues.®

These hospitals were served by physicians, assistants and nurses, both male and
[emales. Ailments of the sedentary monks were also not overlooked. Among the medical
provisions we [ind listed 2000 boxes containing a remedy (or piles.* These hospitals
which were siluated at different places in the country trealed patients numbering 82,000
with [ree medicines. The sick were issued with mosquito-nets. Even now we [ind the
prevalence of the worship ol bhaisajyaguru with a pot [ull of medicines.™

Reliable information about government activities of social welfare in ancient
period of Cambodia is lacking. Somehow the verdict of His Majesty Prince Sihanouk
on this point is not worthy which reveals that the great rulers of Cambodia definitely
took care of the well-being of their subjects while criticizing these who portray the
Angkorian rulers as concerned only with personal glorification, the Prince, in the year
1960 pointed to Jayavarman VII contribution, to the welfare activities of his kingdom
in the form of roads and hospitals.” He further claimed that immense engineering works,
irrigation system, communication network, libraries and other works of art were
encouraged and promoted by the rulers of the remote past. The concerned portion of his
speech is as follows:

“Angkor does not only symbolize our viclory in war, but also and above all the
high point ol our civilization expressing itsell not only in an incomparable burgeoning
ol great monumenis aflirming the mastery ol our architects, but also in immense
engineering works, irrigation system, communication nelwork and work ol art, hospitals,
libraries etc. (sic) would we have had ‘Roiseleils’ il they had not been surrounded by

scholars, architects, artists, engineers, doctors and men ol letters.”’

Modern researches have established the significant fact that each Khmer king
upon taking office was expected to carry out works of public interest, particularly works
of irrigation, before starting upon his own temple mountain.” Tn this connection the
remark of B.P. Groslier is notable. He says that the labour bestowed upon the ever
developing irrigation system is far more impressive than the building of temples which
were merely chapels crowning a cyclopean undertaking
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Hinduism and Buddhism in Indonesia

Babita Kumari*

ABSTRACT : In this paper. we shall investigale change and innovalion in Agama
Hindu Dharma, a form of Hinduism which has adapted to the modern Muslim influence
in Indonesia by emphasizing a monotheistic deily unique to the country (Sanghyang
Widhi Wasa), and an ethical system and prayer rituals with many similarities Lo Muslim
practices. We shall ook at changes in ritual (the Hindu call to prayer and the conversion
process of condensed purification known as Sudhi Wadani), changes in the arts (the
creation of the Ogoh- Ogoh) and changes in theology (the development of a monotheistic
Hindu gad concerned with sin and salvation. with prophets and revelations). We shall
focus on the major locale for modernization, the religion curriculum used in public
cducation. Tt is a study of rcligion as lived, with cxperimentation that has been adopted
into state policy. We shall also briefly examine modern Indonesian Buddhism. called
Agama Buddha or Buddhayana, which has accepted the monotheistic god Sanghyang
Adi Buddha. These recent developments show new possibilitics for interfaith dialogue
through the adoption ol common calegories ol interpretation.

Hindu culture and religion arrived in the Indonesian archipelago in the first century
CE, closely followed by Buddhism, which influenced the development of a number of
Hindu-Buddhist empires. Hindu and Buddhist forms of theology and ritual combined
over the centuries, and this fusion can still be found to some extent today. However, the
Hinduism that came to Indonesia had not yet developed the bhakti tradition, thus the
devotional aspect of Hinduism never became important there. Instead, the focus has
been on dharma, understood as responsible and ethical behavior, in harmony with the
universe.

There are a variety of theories of how Hinduism came to Indonesia! Gusti Putu
Phalgunadi describes four of these, using the metaphor of the caste system. According
to Vaishya theory, Hinduism came with traders and merchants from India, whose voyages
often included intermarriage with Indonesians.! According to the Kshatriya theory,
defeated warriors and soldiers fled India with their followers to take refuge and build
alternative strongholds in Indonesia. The Brahmana theory posits that priests and

*Head, Department of History, Mahakavi Kalidas Suryadeva College, Trimuhan, Chandauna (A Const. Unit of
L.N.M.U., Darbhanga)
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missionaries from India spread the religion, which was accepted because these people
were believed to possess supernatural knowledge and power. In contrast, the Bhumiputra
(“native son” or nationalist) theory holds that Indonesians visited India, liked the culture,
and brought back religious ideas. Indonesia (especially Bali) 1s mentioned in such ancient
Indian texts as the Ramayana, Brahmanda Purana, Vayu Purana, and Jataka tales in the
(Buddhist) Pali Canon.? In these texts, Bali is usually called Suvarnadvipa (“golden
island”) or Suvarnabhoomi (“golden land”). In the sixth-century encyclopedia,
Brihatsambhita, and the eleventh-century collection of stories, Kathasaritsagara, Bali is
called Narikeladvipa, *“the island of coconuts.” (Phalgunadi 1991).

Hinduism in Indonesia

Modcrn Indonesian Hinduism, or Agama Hindu Dharma, was accepted as an
official rcligion in scveral stages during the latc 1950°s. There arc currently various
layers of Hinduism, which include folk Hinduism (local indigenous belicfs which are
mixcd with Hindu oncs), Agama Tirtha (the religion of holy water, which emphasizes
ritual and is largely Saivite), and Agama Hindu Dharma (which cmphasizes cthics,
philosophy and social responsibility). These may be mixed, and practiced simultancously.

Here we shall focus on Agama Hindu Dharma, an approach which was developed
to fit the Indonesian government’s standards of religious legitimacy, which included a
revealed text, a prophet, and a clear ethical system which is not limited to a regional or
ethnic group. In order to reformulate Hinduism to fit government criteria, Hindu Balinese
intellectuals met together in a council (parisada, or society) which they called the Parisada
Hindu Dharma Bali. In their formulation, one god was called the Almighty God, with
other gods and ancestors demoted to angels or other aspects of the one God. The Vedas,
Ramayana, and Bhagavad Gita became the equivalent of the Qur’an or Bible, and the
Vedic sages or rishis became prophets. Philosophy and theology were based largely on
South Indian Saiva Siddhanta and justified by Sanskrit mantras on the unity of Brahman
(as divine ruler of the universe).® The Parisada strongly affirmed morality and national
identity, and promised to emphasize textual sources and theology while simplifying
ritual 4

The one God is called Sanghyang Widhi Wasa, a god unknown in India. This
avoided sectarian conllict between Hindu groups in Indonesia. There is devotion to the
lour teachers or gurus- God, parents, school teachers, and the government. Devotion (o
the government thus becomes a part ol the religion- another area of compromise. Ethical
behavior was based on several dharmasastras [ound in Indonesia, primarily the Nitisastra.
There also (ive pillars of beliel (in Brahman, atman, karma, moksa, and reincarnation)
and live pillars ol practice or yajnya. Its focus is not bhakti or devotion, but rather



Hinduism and Buddhism in Indonesia | 177

dharma or religious and social obligation. This dharmic form of Hinduism differs from
the popular Hindu practices, which emphasize ancestors and the creation of holy water
to worship deities.

One recent new government ritual is the Hindu call to prayer, at 6 AM, noon, and
6 PM. It broadcasts the trisandhya prayer, and it can be heard over loudspeakers in
many villages. It became popularized on television in the 1990°s. On Bali television,
there are images ol nature- birds, monkeys, rice [ields, water(alls, and the ocean (similar
1o the backgrounds used [or the Indonesian televised Muslim calls to prayer, and both
have images of people dressed in white praying). The Hindu god is addressed as Ya
Tuhan, the Indonesian generic term [or god, and on Bali television the prayers are
writlen in both Balinese and Indonesian scripts. Chimes sound in the background as the
trisandhya stanzas are chanted. The prayers are broadcast in schools, with a break in
classes, and in offices, when workers 1ake time ofl for prayers.

The trisandhya prayers begin with the Gayatri mantra, which is described as stating
the unity of Sanghyang Widhi Wasa. The multiple names of the god Siva are recited,
and then the person admits sorrow over sin. As stanza 4 says, “OM, T am full of sorrow,
my action is full of sin, my soul and my birth are poor. Save me from all this sorrow, O
God, purify my body and mind.” Stanza 5 addresses Mahadeva (Siva) specitically and
asks him for forgiveness, and stanza 6 is a general plea for forgiveness for sins of body,
speech and mind. The prayer ends Shanti, Shanti, Shanti (peace).® All of these names
are understood as emanations or attributes of Sanghyang Widhi Wasa. Tt adapts a nirguna
deity, changing him to a god concerned with sin and salvation.

Another new ritual in Bali is the Sudhi Wadani purification process, [or conversion
1o Agama Hindu Dharma. This one-day ritual was developed in the 1960’s, primarily
for tourists who came Lo Bali and wanted to marry Hindus (in Indonesia, both marriage
partners must be members of the same religion). It is called purification rather than
conversion, and has been oflicially recognized by the Parisada (HPDI), the national
Hindu organization of Indonesia. It includes all of the purification rituals that are required
for Hinduism, [rom the time of conception on, compressed into one day. Non-Hindus
who go through this process gel a decree with signatures from the local government,
and they are then considered Lo be Hindu. They are then able to marry and participate in
temple ceremonies. Again, religious conversion is a ritual understandable to both [slam
and Christianity.

In terms of the arts, a new style of expression of religious ideas was found in the
creation of the Ogoh-ogoh images. Bali is known for its paintings and statues, including
both religious and secular themes. Ogoh-ogoh are statues built for the Ngrupuk parade,
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which takes place on the eve of Nyepi day in Bali, or New Year’s Eve. The Ogoh-ogoh
art is a very recent addition to the Nyepi ceremonies, first appearing in Bali in the early
1980s. Ogoh-ogoh figures normally have the form of mythological beings, ranging from
demons (bhuta kala and raksasa) to figures drawn from popular culture or from
contemporary Indonesian society (such as politicians and cartoon villains). These figures
may be classical, humorous, terrifying or satirical, representing disease, conflict, greed,
and corruption. The deeper goal of the ritual is to destroy desires and passions, and
transform them into benevolence.

The holiday ol Nyepi is held in celebration of Saka New Year, a day (o ask Sang
Hyang Widhi Wasa (o maintain harmony beiween human beings and the universe. Three
days beflore Nyepi, rituals are held to purily the living environment ol three spirits:
Bhuta Raja, Bhuta Kala and Batara Kala. This is so that they do not interfere with
humans. The rituals include melasti (praying at temples), pecaruan (olferings) and
pengrupukan (spreading rice, lighting homes with torches and making noise by hitting
objects). During Nyepi, Indonesian Hindus ritually abstain from four acts: amati geni
(abstinence [rom lighting [ires), amati karya (abstinence (rom working), amati lelanguan
(abstinence (rom pleasure) and amati lelungan (abstinence [rom traveling).

The pengrupukan ritual is usually followed by the parade of the Ogoh-ogoh. This
involves a set of giant puppets being carried around the banjar or neighborhood. The
major puppet is the image of Bhuta Kala, who is thus expelled from the environment.
The ritual, which ends in the burning of the image, brings harmony to both mankind
and nature, to enable a solemn celebration of Nyepi. (Bhakti 2014).

In terms of theological innovation, we have the introduction of the god Sanghyang
Widhi Wasa, who has sometimes been described as a form ol Brahman, detached and
nirguna, He is thus without [orm, and not in need ol temples or statues. But lately he has
also been described as a god concerned with moral behavior, closer 10 Muslim and
Christian ideas of god. Modern Balinese Hindu temples have been changing, and several
temples in Bali have developed a special shrine (o him, which is emply, in the northeast
corner of the temple. Sanghyang Widhi Wasa is occasionally represented by a sketch or
a slatue, a person with no gender or clothing, but with [lames that represent energy or
sakli emerging from cakras and joints. This image is also slarting Lo appear on allar
cloths and other ritual item’Because he is a formless god, it is dillicull to [ind paintings
or statues ol him. He is described as the only god, concerned with humanity but beyond
human understanding.

While Tndia does not have a public school curriculum for teaching Hinduism,
Indonesia does, and it is quite sophisticated. Religious education is understood to be an
obligation of the state, and it is understood to give students faith, and an appreciation
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for religious truths (called rasa agama). Education is important throughout life, and
even Hindu pregnancy rituals have been justified as “parenatal education.” (Bakker
1993) Religion is a compulsory topic taught in the schools, with a strong emphasis on
ethics and obedience to authority, and children must attend school for at least 6 years.
(Howe 2001). Agama Hindu Dharma is understood to be based on revelation, a “religion
of heaven,” as opposed to the ethnic “religions of the earth” which are human-made. A
variety of types of Hinduism are incorporated into Agama Hindu Dharma in Indonesia.
Sacred texts include the Vedas and its commentarial literature, in both Sanskrit and its
related Kawi language of Old Javanese. There is respect for rishis and ancestors, use of
the Gayatri mantra, and the Vedanta concept of moksa as sat cit ananda. Students are
taught that Atman merges with Brahman, in the state of highest liberation, and they are
taught about multiple levels of body and soul. We have the one god who manifests as
the Trimurti, with Brahma, Visnu, Siva and their saktis (female powers and consorts),
and there are dewas, awatars, and the powerful bhatara figure (who functions as a
guardian, much like Siva bhairava). There is belief in karma and reincarnation, and the
four asramas, margas and goals of life. The textbooks include many aspects of Indian
Hinduism, including both sruti and smriti.

From yoga, we have pranayama, the body positions or asanas, and the siddhis
(which in this case belong to the deity rather than the yogic practitioner), as well as the
yamas and niyamas as brata obligations. From Sankhya philosophy, we have the tattvas,
the mahabhutas, the tanmatras, the indriyas, the three gunas, and such concepts as manas,
buddhi, and ahamkara (though the (igures of Purusa and Prakriti are notably lacking).
From bhakt, we have love and singing, the emphasis on sincerily, service (o0 God, and
the four [orms ol devotion (1o parents, gurus, and God, with the government added as a
(ourth). From the Saiva tradition, we have the three [orms ol Siva as Paramasiva and
Sadasiva, and Siva-atma (who appears within the person). From Tantra, we have the
mandalas (sacred diagrams) ol the gods, with their images and architecture involving
colors, directions, images, and weapons, and ritual chanting ol mantras. All of these
diverse elements are united together in the religion textbooks [or students, which is a
major locale ol religious experimentation.

However, the textbooks avoid some more controversial issues. We may note that
there is no concept of outcaste or “untouchable” groups in Agama Hindu Dharma, no
emphasis on vegetarianism, and no sacred thread ceremony for the three higher castes,
as we see in Indian Hinduism. The same samskaras are available to all (or at least all
who can afford them), and there are priests for each of the castes. One need not be a
Brahmin to be a priest.

In the eighth grade, the students learn theology (the manifestations of God as
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shown in the Saivite nava devata mandala), the relationship of the macrocosm and
microcosm, Indian forms of Hinduism, and the five offering rituals (to gods, sages,
ancestors, living people, and spirits). There is also a discussion of crime and its
consequences. In the ninth grade, they learn about the emanations of God (as deva,
bhatara and avatar), rituals performed to the various forms of God, and more detail on
the history of Hinduism in Indonesia. In the tenth grade, they learn the theories of the
astika (insider/Hindu) and nastika (outsider/non-Hindu) philosophical schools, the nature
of the soul, ethics from the Nitisastra text, and the use of multiple calendars to calculate
holidays. In the eleventh grade, there are further details on the Sankhya theories of
creation, karma, and ethical imperatives in Hindu scriptures, and Atman and Brahman.
In the twelfth grade, they learn about ethics, caste, marriage, and law, and the obligations
of Indonesian Hindus to follow both religious and secular law.

Thus, we have the major sacred Hindu texts introduced (o the children by age
eight, variations on Saiva Siddhanta taught by age nine, the Sankhya elements involved
in the microcosm and macrocosm taught by age ten, the existence ol multiple levels ol
malerial and spiritual bodies detailed age eleven, the abilily to calculate holidays
according (o multiple calendars taught by age fourteen, and the unity of Atman and
Brahman and the legitimacy ol dilferent religious and secular legal systems taught by
age eighteen. The students learn the philosophies of Saiva Siddhanta, Vedanta, and
Sankhya, among others. The texts take the earlier Saiva background of Indonesian
religion, and combine it with other Hindu philosophies and beliel systems. They also
add the dominant categories of discourse [ound in Islam and Christianity: monotheism,
revelation, ethics, and moral obligation. The curriculum has shown that Indonesian
Hinduism can adapt (o those requirements. As such, it has become a recognized religion,
with the safety and support that such status can bestow (Pye et al. 2006).

Indonesian Hinduism has been influenced by Buddhism over history, and for a
period of time was fused into Siva-Buddha synthesis. We may note that experimentation
is also seen in Indonesian Buddhism, in its modern attempt to create a Buddhist
monotheism. Buddhists have had a harder time with the required monotheism, partly
because most forms of Buddhism are non-theistic, and partly because there are dozens
of Buddhist factions in Indonesia that disagree with each other. A form of Indonesian
Buddhism called Buddhayana was somewhat able to incorporate the other forms of
Buddhism under an umbrella of belief in a Buddhist deity. There has been much
disagreement over this. Some Buddhist groups accept the notion of a single celestial
Buddha, while others evade the issue and focus on ethics. Currently there are two major
Buddhist groups in Indonesia, WALUBI (or Indonesian Buddhist Trust, which accepts
Buddhayana monotheism) and KASI (Sangha Indonesia Conference, which emphasizes
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ethics and pluralism, and largely ignores the issue of monotheism). There are also many
smaller groups. Buddhism has sacrificed its non-theistic perspective of universal
emptiness or nirvana, which is now interpreted to mean that nothing ultimately exists
except God. There are Indonesian Buddhist organizations rapidly coming into and out
of existence (perhaps demonstrating the Buddhist concept of impermanence).

During the medieval period, Indonesian Buddhism was fused with Hinduism,
into a form of tantric Buddhism which accepted the [ive meditation Buddhas (images
of them may be [ound on the bas-relie(s at the ninth century Borobudur temple complex
in Java). There were Siva-Buddha priests, who still practice today, and who meditate
on the mandalas of the [ive Buddhas and the adi-Buddha (“original Buddha™) to create
the holy water needed (or ritvals. Hindus can use the holy walter created by Buddhist
priests, and vice versa. However, the Buddhist population of Indonesia is small, and
there is only one Buddhist village remaining in Bali. As a Balinese Buddhist priest
stated in interview:

Paramabuddha is in the centre of all mandalas. There 1s an inner, visualized
mandala and an outer mandala. Diksha is necessary to create the inner mandala, though
the outer mandala can be learned from texts... In Bali, we worship the five tathagatas
[buddhas] together, there is no focus on individual worship. However, each tathagata
has different mantras and mudras. They are worshipped in both Saiva and Buddhist
rituals... Buddhists can perform rituals for Saivas, and Paramabuddha can give grace
(anugraha) to worshipers as Paramasiva can.®

Buddhism became an accepted religion indirectly, starling out as a subcategory
ol Hinduism. There have been many [orms of Buddhism practiced in Indonesia, including
Theravada, Mahayana, Tantrayana, Tridharma, Maitreya, and Nichiren. The Buddhayana
group describes itsell as non-sectarian and incorporating the other forms of Buddhism.
Its founder, Bhikku Ashin Jinarakkhita, proposed in 1954 that there was a single supreme
deity, Sang Hyang Adi Buddha, basing his argument on ancient Javanese texts, and on
the shape ol the Buddhist temple complex al Borobudur. The earthly (igure of Gautama
Buddha was considered 10 be the prophet of the god Sanghyang Adi Buddha, and the
universal ethic ol Buddhism was based on the [our noble truths.

During the 1970's, other Buddhist leaders also emphasized that all sects of
Buddhism in Tndonesia believed in one Almighty God, adapting his absolute form as
Sanghyang Adi Buddha, his creator form as Avalokiteshvara and his savior form as
Padmapani. All sects recognize Siddhartha Gautama as a prophet, with the revealed
texts as the Tipitaka scriptures and the Sanghyang Kamahayanikan (Brown 1987). The
Tndonesian Buddhist doctrine includes the existence of God, the Triple Jewel, dependent



182 | Babita Kumari

origination, karma, rebirth, nirvana (as ultimate happiness and being with god), and the
existence of the bodhisattva. Wesak was accepted as a national holiday in 1983, which
in Indonesia represents official government acceptance. However, the issue of a
monotheistic god is still protested by several Buddhist groups, especially Theravadins.

As one national Buddhist representative phrased it, the goal (or practitioners of
Buddhism in Indonesia is (o be role models [or peace and helping the world, so that
people will say a good person is “like a Buddhist’

A Wayang performance in 2012, in Jakarta, showed this modernization. The
gamelan orchestra played both traditional and modern Western music (this included the
Shaker song “Simple Gifts” and the Simon and Garfunkel version of the song
“Scarborough Fair” played on gamelan chimes.) There were singing and dancing police-
women, as well as traditional women singing in sarongs and kebaya blouses, with video
projections onto the wayang screen. The puppeteer or Dalang was behind the screen,
and there were politicians on both sides of it'.

Footnotes

1. There arce also some Old Javancse texts, such as the Sarasamuccaya, which arc considered to be divine
revelations.

2. Phalgunadi uscs Suvarnabhumi to refer to Bali, while some other authors usc the term to refer to Burma.
These included the mahavakyas (“great sayings”) of Sankara, statements from the Vedas and Upanishads
madc famous as the basis ot the Advaita Vedanta school in Tndia.

On this topic, see the work of Picard, Michel (2011) and Ramsted (2004).

S. For the record. here are the last verses, [ollowing the Gayatri/Savitr prayer and prayers o Narayana and
Siva. The translation is by Ida Pcdanda Gde Putra Tlabah, from intervicw, 2014:
6. On this topic, see the work of Picard, Michel (2011) and Ramsted (2004).

For the record, here are Lhe last verses, lollowing the Gayatri/Savitri prayer and prayers to Narayana and
Siva. The translation is by lda Pedanda Gde Putra Tlabah, from interview, 2014.

8. Interview. Ida Pedanda Putra Yoga, Hindu priest, Tabanan, 2014.
. Interview, Pinda, local driver, Ubud, 2010.
10. Tnterview, Ida Pedanda Jlantik Duaja, Buddhist pricst, Budakeling, 2012,



Borobudur - One of the wonders of the
world

Moti Lal Ram*

The classical Indianised art of Java is possibly the greatest art produced by any of
the people of Southcast Asia, surprising cven that of the Khmers. From the point of
view of symbolism combined with formal skill, it has few rivals in the East. It represents
an intimate blending of religions and artistic aims and mcthods, achicved by the native
genius of the people of Indoncsia.

Borobodur is one of the most impressive monuments ever created by man. It is
both a temple and a complete exposition of doctrine, designed as a whole, and completed
as designed, with only one major afterthought. It seems to have provided a pattern for
the temple-mountains of Angkor and it must have been in its own day of the wonders of
the Asiatic world. Built about A.D. 800, it probably felt into neglect by about 1000 and
overgrown. It was finally excavated and restored by the Dutch administration in 1907-
11. Physically it now appears as a large square plinth (the processional path) upon
which stand five gradually dimishing terraces. The plans of the squares are stepped out
twice to their central projection. On the sixth terrace stands a series of three circular
diminishing terraces, crowned by a large circular stupa. Up the centre of each face,
from top to bottom, runs a long staircase, none of the four taking prdecedence over the

others as 'main entrance'. There are no internal cell-shrines.!

In these respect Borobodur is a Buddhist stupa in the Indian sense. Each of the
square terraces is enclosed by a high wall with pavalions and niches along the whole
perimeter, which prevents the visitor on one level from seeing into any of the other
levels. All these terraces are lined with relief sculptures, the niches containing Buddha
figures. The top three circular terraces are open and unwalled, and support a total of
seventy-two lesser stupas made of stone open lattice work, inside each of which was a
huge stone figure of the Buddha. The convex contour of the whole is steepest nearer the
ground, flattering as it reaches the summit. The bottom plinth, the processional path,
was the major afterthought. It is made of a massive heap of stone pressed up against the

*D.Liul., Reserach Scholar, Magadh Universily. Bodhgaya, Bihar
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original botttom storey of the designed structure, so that it actually abscures an entire
series of reliefs — a few of which have been uncovered today. The reason for this
afterthought is most probably technical. It seems that the bottom storey, that with an
almost vertical face, may have begun to bulge and spread under the pressure of the
immence weight of earth and stone above. The plinth may therefore have been added to
buttess the perimeter of the base, and prevent the whole structure from shifting
disasterously. There are some who have suggested other reasons for its presence, one of
them symbolic but the engineering explanation is convincing enough.?

The symbolic structure of the monument is as follows :- The whole building
represents a Buddhist transition from the lowest manilestations ol reality at the base, up
through a series ol 'regions' or psychological states, towards the ultimate condition ol
spiritual enlightenment and release (rom corruption and error at the summit. At the
same lime, since the monument is a unity, it elfectively proclaims the doctrine of the
unily ol the cosmos in the light of Truth, and does not — as other relogions may banish
'the world, the [lesh and the devil' to an eternally 'diflerent’ negative region. In this
Buddhist doctrine not onoly is the entire creation redemptible, it has never been anything
but redeemed. and the ordinary stae of existence is, il only we have eyes (o see i(, no
dilferent [rom the state of enlightened bliss. The difference between enlightenment and
ordinary corrupt life is not a dilference in the world, but in the eye and mind ol each
bachelor. Someone who has reached the top of Borobodur should be a diflerent person
from the one who started up.? Thus the topmost terrace with its round stupa containing
an unfinished and invisible image of the Buddha symbolizes the ultimate soiritual truth,
the sevently-two open work stupas on the other circular terraces with their hardly visible
internal Buddha [orms symbolizes the states ol enlightenment not quite [ully
consummalted. Over the four sides of the square terraces preside a large number of
niched (igures of the Dhyani Buddhas in [orms appropriate (o the realms al the level of
which they appear — as transcendent on the upper stages; as 'human’ on the lower
stages.

The usual way for a pilgrim to pay reverence to a Buddhist stupais to walk arount
it, keeping it on his tright hand. All the terraces of Borobodur have on their outward
facing walls a vast series of reliefs about three feet high, which would be read by the
visitor in series from right to leaft. Between the reliefs are decorative scroll panels; and
a hundred huge monster head waterspouts carry off the tropical rain water. The gates on
the stariways between terraces are of the standard Indonesian type, they have a face of
the horrific Kala monster in relief at the apex, vomiting scrolls which run down the
jambs to terminate in out-turned heads of aquatic makara monsters at the foot. These
may appear in the two spandrels of the arch a pair of attractive small figures of bearded
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sages opening curtains, as if to open for the visitor the next level of vision. The reliefs
of the lowest level of all, those which were later hidden by the added processional path,
are in many ways the most interesting.* They are devoted to a whole series of scenes,
taken from the Karmavibhanga text, whihc illustrate the casual workings of good and
specially of bad deeds in successive reincarnations. They show, for example, how those
who hunt, kill and cook living creatures such as tortoises and fish are themselves cooked
in hells, or die as children in their next life. They show the matricide tormented by a
demon 1in hell. They also show how inferior people waste their time at entertainment
like idle music and juggling. It has been suggested that the obscuring plinth was added
because it was not considered suitable that people should see these scenes, and that the
place for them was underground. This is most unlikely hypothesis, for these lowest
scenes contain the most immediately valuable popular exposition of Buddhist
community.®

It is easier Lo make vice look interesting than virtue and the liveliness of the
sculptors devoted to wickedness is in marked contrast Lo the progressive orderliness
and it must be admitted increasing monotomy ol the series above terrace is a long series
ol scenes of scenes devoted (o the lile of the Buddha and to stories of his earlier
incarnations called Jatakas. These do still have considerable vigour. On the terraces
above are illustrations (o important Mahayana texts dealing with sell discovery and the
education ol the Bodhisailva, as a being possessed by compassion for and devoted
wholly (o the salvation of all creatures. The second gallery is especially notable for its
vision ol paradise where personages gorgeously jewelled sit conversing or listening o
the truth under magnificiently ornate pavilions, among trees whose [oilage has turned
into palterned scrolls [rom which hang [ruit — like sirings ol gems. The long drawn-out
approach to the summit, round terrace after terrace is marked by the progressive stilling
inlo a static order of the sculptural design. The sensuous roundness of the forms of the
[igures is scarcely abaled, but the emphasis upon horizontals and verticals, upon static
formal enclosures and upon the repetition of [igures and gestures becomes more and
moremarked as one approaches the summit. These all movement disappears, and design
submits entirely to the circle enclosing the stupa.®

It hardly seems possible that Borobodur was the focus of a specific royal cutt, as
there is no provision at all for the performance of royal rituals. It must have been in
some sense a monument for the whole people, forming the focus for their religion and
life, and constituting a perpetual reminder of the doctrines of their religion.
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Global Buddhism in the New World Order
(NWO)

S.K. Pathak®*

Buddhism : A human thought of the First Millennium B.C.

A challenge to the human beings appears afresh by the end of the second
millennium when a drastic social change comes ahead all over the globe. The New
World Order (NWO) disowns and sometimes discards what is old, ancient and archaic.
In the history of mankind many a times new thoughts have spouted, developed and
withered in the course of time, locus and conditionality. The NOW is however dreadfully
drastic and unprecedently extensive, because the world has now been too small Lo make
a round. Once a day, very [ew among the daring travelers could aspire 10 go round the
globe for the vastness ol the earth. Vasco da Gama and Columbus could hardly dream to
round the globe by a [ew hours. Despite such drastic changes caused by the sophisticated
technology and super industrial innovations, the social history of the mankind cannot
decline the periodisation of time. So the human beings in the sociological terms march
towards the NOW to [ace the challenge of the [uture ahead. Futurology innovates three
pronged ways:

(i)  Bio-physical innovations to rule over the sensible and intelligible Nature around
the humans of this earthen globe.

(i)  Socio-ecological up-surges 1o overcome the disparities between the hi-intelligent
and the average commoners [or socio-economic equalily. Alike the biological
ecology in food-cycle, the cyclic rackel of exploitation by the haves over the
have-nots tends to anew [orm of the producer and the consumers.

(111)  Psycho-spiritual enterprise to search for peace at the global level and unity among
the mankind.
In other words, whatcver the human beings have achicved out of the Book of

Nature so [ar, arc the cflects of socio-cultural movements scrics i.c. the assimilated as
well as accommodated strength (o lace the alicnation and challenges around the mankind.

*Retd. Professor, Vishwa Bharati and ex-Res. Prof. Asiatic Societly. Calcutla
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Those are either environmental or casually led. Thus the social inability through the
ages has created the history which was recorded the human thoughts. In each millennium
many new ideas have sprouted with reference to memorable events and some of their
remnants still prevail Buddhism containing of the teachings of the mastermind
Shakyamuni, the Buddha is one of such social and cultural movements which continues
since the sixth century before the advent of the Christ and about one thousand years
before the spread of Islam. Mahavir, the Jina was contemporaneous of Gautama the
Buddha Confucius in China was also his age.

Presumably, the history ol the human thoughts had began since the Homo sapiens
possessed convoluled nervous substance of the brain in the skull of vertebrates as a
directing lorce 10 govern the action of the body, both voluntary and involuntary,
physiologically the grey matler works inside the skull of the human head with lobs in
the brain. The social mobility is conditioned to the bio-physical growth in the time
context. The Buddhist literature especially the Abhidharma texts in Pali and Sanskrit
devote 1o the analysis of the bio-physical [actors (o determine how the brain, the nervous
system rellect on the psychic [unctioning, whether voluntary or involuntary Kaya which
means a conglomeration ol various items in lexicons is used [or body whether an animate
or an inanimate. So a human body is the conglomeration of various physiological ilems
like nerves, veins, arteries, circulation ol blood, digestive organs, internal secretions
and the integration and disintegration of cell Kayadhatu is therelore liable to change in
the context of time, locus and conditionalily and that change alfects in the mental
functioning. Majjhima Nikaya (PTS. P. 86) correlates the [unctioning mind with the
ellectuation of consequences ol one’s own deeds (Kammavipaka) which either entangles
the aggregatled body (skandha) or cleanse the mind 10 become [ree from the last bond of
Karma or perlormance ol deeds. The bio-physical innovations (o rule over the perceptible
and intelligible Nature around the humans of this earthen globe on which the present
day Futurology insists are already critically tackled in the Buddhist Abhidharma texts
again and again.

A non-Buddhist may raise a voice of descent by claiming that inter relationship
of the body and the mind had been innovated by the Upanishadic seers, who might
appeared before the sixth century B.C. Some of Upanishadic texts like Brhadaranyaka,
Chandogya, Isopanisoda Mandukya, Kena and Kathopanisad in their nucleus forms
probably prevailed among their exponents and in the limited circle within their specific
MsiKulas a hierarchy of the teachers and the taught. That which Gautama the Buddha
did, was the innovation of the New Order (NO) of his time in the history of the human
thought. He declared the changeability of the phenomena leading to the first proposition
of Buddhismi.e. impermanence (anitya). His second doctrine of essencelessness or no-



Global Buddhism in the New World Order (NWO) | 189

soulness (anatma) was the corollary of the first proposition. The last proposition of the
Buddhist trinity was the suffering (duhkha), which is universal in the conventional
phenomenology.

While the Upanisadic teachers did not disown, the impermanence and
changeability of the phenomenal world perceptible by the sense organs. They led
emphasis on the intrinsic orderliness ol the phenomena by which origination,
preservation, and annihilation in the conventional perspective become apparent. To the
Upanisdic seer’s retam the intrinsic orderliness is regarded as the Truth which is all-
pervading, all-immonent Brahmana and Omniscient power ishvara (10 conduct the
phenomenon world (o (unction. In the dialogue with Prothapada, Gautama the Buddha
declined to accept that which was indeterminable and he remained silent. Gautama the
Buddha’s New Order in the then social thought of the mankind was novel and then
unprecedented.

The New World Order in our age

In the second millennium A.D. a rapid bio-physical awareness which is achieved
by the human beings has led to multiple socio-economic experimentations and thereby,
psycho-spiritual vis-a-vis ideological plurality manifests. Among the inhabitants of this
globe a few countries of the eastern and the western hemisphere claim leadership to
bring forth multipronged development programme for socio-ecological balance in the
producer-consumer inter relationship in the chain of exploitation cycle between the
haves and the have-nots. The tendency of egoistic overrule upon the underdeveloped
which had been imposed during the crusades between the Mohammedans and the
Christians of the Mediaeval Euro-Asians opened a new approach of zeal and enthusiasm
how to make each other bio-physically superior to others. Such prudent mission of -
expansion generated drastic changes in the social order of the involved groups of the
humans in the globe,

Aggressive world wars endangered the peaccful inhabitation of the human beings
on the globe in spite rapid cnterprisce for maintaining cquality, fraternity and liberty
from the socio-ccological cycle of exploitation chain. The racketeers take advantage of
high cfficicney of sustained cfforts of scientific inventions and technological super-
industrics up to the mission of global commcrcial cxpansion, otherwisc named global
‘consumcrism’.

Historically speaking, the present day NOW holds a continuity in growth through
successive stages like modern, post modern, pre-industrial or agrarian, pristine, classic
industrial, super-industrial and so forth. These nomenclatures in successive order of
social changes in respect of ‘developing countries’” prompts to conduct rapid social,
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economic, political and cultural changes and mobility at the global level. The enthiasm
of building ONE WORLD may be epitheted otherwise as the New World Order (NOW)
with an Endeavour to satisfy the basic needs primarily in spite of excessive demographical
growth of the world population.

The NOW lays greater emphasis on multi-dimensional prospect ol various
branches of scientific researches how (o high utilize the natural, resources (or the
amenities of the human life like ‘leisure’, ‘comfort’ and [(ulfillment of alluring hungers.
Obviously, the Astro-physics, bio-sciences including therapeutics and intern ate medicine
with sophisticated appliances become the ruling instrumentation [or innovating electro-
magneltic, electronic apparatus. Thereby super-industrial sociely accelerates a high-
jerk globalization of the ideology of One Worldism through commercial expansion ol
production ration. The NOW inclines 1o rapid social, economic commercial advancement
to which international political has co-ordinates. The social change and mobility,
demanded by the NOW undergo an unprecedented culture growth by human migration
[rom one part ol the globe (o other part within a [ew hours (o ply.

A new challenge to the Buddhists ahead

Under the circumstances the Buddhists all over the globe face an unprecedented
challenge in the forthcoming days. Because the above mentioned hi-jerk exile ration of
the NOW tends to a new class-colour by designating the Great Five (GF) and the Superior
Eight (S8) after keeping the restto .............. Moreover, the ideology of One Worldism
appears ........... and unorthodox while indiscriminating the ............... identity of the
individual or the group as well. Enthusiastic commercialization of important
manufactures and ....industrialization at different levels become partial to
compartmentalize a person under different designation. Such as an economic man, a
commercial man, a political man, a socialist country, a democratic country, a social
democratic and so on. The intellectuals claim themselves superior to the rest, whereas
the technocrats demand greater privilege than others and so forth.

On the other hand, the Buddhists, who had once been advised by their [ounder-
teacher (o move throughout [or the cause of good and wellare of the human beings and
the divine ones, have now spread almost in every states of the world today. The
globalization of the teachings ol the Buddha through the Buddhist missionaries ol various
countries is being organized with a competitive motivation since the last century. Several
international Buddhist organizations are allowed with the altruistic service [or the cause
ol the human beings at large having the least distinction of colour and nationality. No
demarcation ol ethnicity plays lactor in the world wide mission ol the Buddhist
organizations at the international level. Such as, International Buddhist Brotherhood
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Association, World Buddhist Organisation, European Buddhist Union.

An observer may point out that the Buddhists belonging to separate national
cultures in spite of their cornmon religious identity sulfer [rom separationism since the
olden days ol schisms in the Buddhist Order (Sangha). For instance Hinayana, Mahayana
and their doctrinal sub division like Vajrayana, Sahajayana, Kalacakrayana,
Sarvastivada Madhyamika, Vijnanavadin and so on among the Indian and Nepali
Buddhists. In China, Japan, Korea and Tibet several [actions appeared. In Myanmar,
Sri Lanka and Thailand, Vietnam also similar divisions prevail. Even in Europe, America,
Australia, South Africa continents the Buddhists preserve their Nikaya identity strongly.
So the globalization of Buddhism in pluralistic manilestation becomes a weak lorce (0
.............. challenges of One Worldism time (o the NWO.

The above observation cannot be denied. The humble .................. of a Buddhist
is that the Kayva dhatu transforms ............... and further transforms to Vajradhatu. So
the apparent pluralistic approaches to identify the common purity the mind when
Buddhist observes the fours: Four fold Noble Truth, Four fold Pratinavihara and Four
fold mind fullness and declares:
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A Buddha-awareness at the global level

In the above context of pluralistic Buddhist Outlook (dristi) [loating all over the
globe, Bharatavarsa, nol the present day Bharat, India of the Buddha’s age shoulders
the keen responsibilily to exhilarate the psycho-spiritual enterprise Lo search [or peace
at the global level and unity among the mankind in the NWO ahead. [n other words, the
Indians of the presenl generation have already welcomed the NWO with Buddha-
awareness Vajradhatu.

Under the force of circumstances Buddhism had faced a setback in the early
second millennium A.D. and merged in the popular cult-diversity of the mediaeval
India. Despite that the psycho-spiritual nucleus of Buddha-awareness with adamantine
like potential revived in Bharatvarsa, when the patronage of Rani Kalindi (1830-1873)
was geared by the Sri Lankan Buddhist teacher Sangharaja Saramedha in the nineteenth
century. Thereafter three eminent Bodhisaiiva; like personalities, namely Bhadanta
Anagarika Dharmpala (1865-1926), Bhadanta Kripasakan Mahasthavir (1865-1926)
and Baba Saheb Bhim Rao Amedkar (1891-1956), rejurinated the Buddha awareness
by their one-pointed dedications. Their dedications of our age never go waste. Vujrasana
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which is popularly named Buddha-gaya or Bodh-Gaya, is the seat where Bodhisaitva
Siddhartha attained Bodhi the Awakenment. That means, the Vajra-dhatu achievement
made him the Vijrasativa when Siddhartha is said to have uttered his strong avowed
self-determination.
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Here hodhim bahukalpadullbham refers to the totally emboldens of a person and
non-conditional universal knowledge which corresponds, to the omniscience of the
Buddha. An ordinary person is generally extrovert by nature; a spiritually moral conduct.
A Vajrasattva with a strong vow of self-determination believes retroversion to be unified
with the wisdom (prajna). The Dhammapada reads the self-nature of the world:
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Buddhism which had once sprcad outside with the initiative of the far sighted
recluses like Upagupta and others under the patronage of Ashoka requires a New Order
to generate the Buddha-awarencss among the likeminded many for peace and the global

level and unity of the mankind. In the plurality of national culturcs the tcachings of the
Buddha for the universal co-ordination foiterate the Upanisadic vow of saddhivihara:
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Measures for enroading Buddha-awareness

A relevant query may arise how to enrousc Buddha-awarcness in a massive scale.
As mentioned above, primarily a person is cXtrovert. In the ancient tradition of
Bharatvarsa symbols and icons had been used as a common measure of cnrousing faith
(shraddha) to the figurative embodiments which were not always in human form. The
Buddhists could not escape from such soft and scnsitive aspect of the human mind in
spite of their stress on rational behaviours. About the beginning of the image worship
among thc Buddhist academicians may differ but an ordinary person expresses faith
Shraddha and devotion (bhakti) as soon as a person stands in front of the Buddha image
bestowing screnity and compassionate look.

In that respect, the primary measures of extending faith (Shraddha) to people of
world are to be employed to make them appear before the Buddhist shrines, temples
and the Buddhist images. For a lay person, whether a Buddhist or a non-Buddhist, the
Buddbhist sites, environments bring forth an immeasurable effect with psycho-spiritual
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enterprise. So an organized movement for extending the scope of leading the maximum
number of site-seers, tourists, and pilgrims becomes the primary need with the assistance
of the Department of Tourism to move comfortably and conveniently. In case the
administrative machinery with their organizational set up co-operates two ends will be
achieved: Firstly, the primary measure of enrousing Buddha-awareness at the mass
scale, Secondly, the commercial enterprise at the national and the international levels
in the context of the NOW and globalization of the Buddhist trinity, the Buddha, the
Dharma and the Sangha.
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Emigration and Settlement of Indians
Abroad

J. C. Jha*

The Indian sub-continent contributcd much manpower to the plantations of
Europcan colonics in different parts of the world in the nincteenth century. True, there
was a worldwide movement of people during this period, but this particular cmigration
was unique in ccrtain respecets.

Already Indian domestic servants and convict labour had been imported into
Reunion and Mauritius in the late eighteenth century. From 1816 onwards Indian convicts
were employed by the public works department in Mauritins.! In 1830 a French merchant
carried about 130 artisans to Bourbon (Reunion). This was followed by the entry of
skilled workers to this island.?

The Industrial Revolution in Europe and the mercantile and industrial capitalism
had led the acquisition of more and more territories and their exploitation by the
Europeans to meet the demands of the plantations after the abolition of slavery (1833)
the colonial powers looked to South Asia for cheap labour. The planters believed that
the Indians could be induced to labour in the plantations, “for a putance no greater than
that awarded to the slave.”™

The British rule had brought about economic ruin to India. The decline of
handicrafts and the ruin of the agriculturists due to new revenue laws in British India,
recurrent floods, famines and epidemics, these and other economic social factors
compelled the Indians to emigrate.* As an Indian writer says, the causes of the emigration
of labourers were “complex and varied™ : the failure of crops, debt, the oppressions of
zamindars, unemployment and the pressure population® and caste restrictions.

First some labourers from China and some white and negroes were tried as cotract
labour, but soon the planters looked to the Indian sub-continent as “a source of assured
cheap labour®. As LM. Cumpston says, “With an unskilled labour to sell, Asiatic coolies
were forced to move into areas where there was a skilled white managerial group to

*Professor & Former head, Depti. of History, Paina University, Patna-300005



Emigration and Scttlement of Indians Abroad | 195

direct them, and where their docility and capacity for labouring in a tropical climate
were welcome™.”

The adoption of the indenture system of contract labour served the interests of
while capitalists: the labourers were chained o the employers and the export of indentured
labourers began with the blessings of the British Indian government to Mauritius (Illede
France) in 1834, o British Guiana (Guyana) in 1838, to Trinidad and Jamaica in 1845,
10 Grenada in 1856, 1o St. Lucia in 1858, to St. Vincent in 1860 and (o Surinam in 1873.
Fiji applied 1o the Indian government [or coolies in 1872 with a dralt immigration law.

From 1839 to 1844 and again from 1848 to 1850 Indian emigration to the West
Indies was suspended mainly because of the opposition of the antislavery societies of
Britain. However, the Indian Revolt of 1857 and the recurrent famines and epidemics in
North India changed the trickle into exodus in the second half of the nineteenth century.”

Betlween August 1834 and May, 1837 about 7,000 Indians emigrated through the
port of Calcutta to Mauritius, almost hall of them being Dhangars, (oraons]. Mundas
and Santals of South Bihar. The number of women was very small. Only a hundred men
and eight women seem 1o have emigraled [rom Bombay 1o Mauritius during this period.

As a result of some adverse reports the Government of British India passed Act V
of 1837, prohibiting any Indian to make a contract of service to be performed outside
the country without proper official supervision. Between May, 1837 and August, 1838
7.239 men, 100 women and 72 children emigrated to Mauritius about 400 labourers to
British Guiana, 60 men to Bourbon, § to Australia and 4 to Batavia.” Again, about one-
third of the emigrants were the tribals of Chotanagpur.

In all Mauritius seems Lo have imported about 25,000 Indian labourers between
1834 and 1838 — about 10, 10,000 (rom Calcutta and Bombay and the rest presumably
{rom Madras.

In the early period of emigration, most of the Indian emigrants who survived the
rigours of climate and hard work in the host colonies returned after an industrial residence
of five years. The idea of colonial emigration evolved by the Europeans was alien to the
Indian mind, for the Tndians preferred their own style of comfort and values, without
any interference with their customs and habits.!® Even though they got higher wages
than in India, and their passage to and from India, clothing, accommodation, food and
medicine were taken care of by the planters about 1188 Tndians got repatriated from
Trinidad alone before 1891.

From 1854 onwards ten years’ industrial residence in the British Wesl Indies
could entitle the labourers 1o a [ree relurn passage. Gradually they got acclimatized (o
the new environment and new inducements like bonus or bounties and [ive acres of
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crown land in lieu of the return passage in Trinidad and Guyana changed their attitude
and many started settling in these colonies. Meanwhile inland emigration to Assam and
the Duars was gaining momentum and competed successfully with the colonial
emigration.

In 1859 alone 120 ships brought Indian immigrants to Mauritius, about 23,180
came [rom the Calculla port, 15,975 [rom Madras and 5,242 {rom Bombay.

British Guiana received 23,000 Tndians, while French Guiana (Cayenne) get 4,017
between 1856 and 1867.

Dutch Guiana (Surinam) received 34,000," Guadeloupe received 39,000 and in
Martinique there were 6,748 Indians in 1859."* Denmark abolished slavery in 1848. In
1862 its colony St. Croix in the Caribbean received 321 Indians. There was heavy
moriality and the survivors semehow returned Lo India in 1868. Only 80 remained in the
colony.

Among the islands of the British West Indies 1,43,000 were introduced into
Trinidad, 21,500 into Jamaica, 1550 into St. Lucia, 1,820 into St. Vincent and 2,570
into Granada.®® Tn all 4,16,000 Tndians came to the West Indies. Certain countries of
Asia like Ceylon, Malaya and Burma received Indian labour through the Kangany and
Maistry system of recruitment. Here the labourers were bound to the plantation, starting
their stint in debt to the middle man employees and ultimately to the planter.’ Even
though all the blame for the oppressions was put at the door of the middlemen this
system was technically different from indenture system, the fundamental problems of
the labourers remained the same under both. The keynote was that the planters wanted
labourers “not as free men.”**

In 1888 a drait convention was presented to the Governor General of India on
behall of the Government ol Netherland (or permitting emigration [rom the ports ol
Madras and Negapatam lo Java, Sumatra and other Indonesian islands.

During tbe early vears of the twentieth century Malaya became a major importer
of Indians primarily due to the rubber boom, the Madras Presidency supplying all the
labourers.'® During this period the Indian population in Fiji almost equalled the number
of local people.

In 1896 there were 46,000 Indians in Natal (South Alrica). In 1901 the number
rose 0 72,965 of whom 25,366 were under indenture. The census of 1904 showed
1,00,918 Indians. The Natal government wanted the restricted forms of recruitment and
emigration applicable to Celyon, Burma and the straits settlements.'”” The Government
of India, however, [elt that Burma was a political unit of India. Ceylon was geographically
its part and in the strait settlements the indentured labour could settle at will.
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In 1908 the Government of India rejected the Bombay government’s suggestion
that East Africa might be placed in the same category as Ceylon or Malaya for emigration.
Meanwhile, during 1906-08 emigration to Uganda continued from the Bombay port
305 left under a signed agreement and 12,212 as “free” ernigrants.'®

The indentured emigration of Indian labour under the Acts V and XXXII of 1837
of the Government ol India had been mismanaged [rom the very outset. The recruitment
was done with the help of crimps who blulled the “unsuspecting people” with (alse
pretences and oflten “plundered and betrayed” them.” Usually the emigrants had no
idea ol the countries 1o which they were being transported. There were cases of
kidnapping and embarkation on the ‘coolieship’ under the influence ol drugs.

When the Bengal Land Holders Society and the Calcutta press raised their voice
against these cruel practices the indentured emigration to the West Indies was suspended
between 1839 and 1844. However, as soon as the emigration was reopened in 1845
through the Act XXI of November, 1844 of the Government of India, the same story
was repeated : the Indians were ill-treated and there was no effective protection of
government involved in the experiment. So the immigration was once again prohibited
during 1848-50.

Both at Calcutia and Madras oflices were opened [or the examination ol the
emigrants.?’ The labourers recruited (rom the Bengal presidency were considered
dilferent [rom their counterparts in the Madras presidency: “The people of Bengal and
the neighbouring districts are less robust than the Madras cooly.””?' The Bengal labourer,
unaccustomed 1o the sea voyage, sulfered much [rom sickness and required greater
attention (o his (ood and clothing. The Madras labourer, however did not suffer at sea.
But though healthier on the voyage, he was not so healthy on arrival in the importing
colony as his Calculla counterparl. Besides, the Madras labourer was not so docile,
intelligent and well-behaved; he was [ilthy, especially in [ood habits, inclined 1o vagrancy
and interlerence.

In September 1866 the Emigrants at Calcutta was asked by the Bengal government
to suggest the best means of helping the Tndian labourers in colonies to remit their
savings to India.?? This would initially apply to those who had remained in the colonies,
but eventually this would apply to the Tndians about to return home.

The sub-agents, licenced recruiters and others were selected care(ully. Some of
them were Muslims, others Hindus, Christians, etc. In the list ol 1866-67 there were
(ive Khans and two other Muslims and [ive Hindus working (or British Guiana and
Jamaica®. Perhaps the conservative Hindus were not much willing 1o work in the depots.
Sometimes [alse rumours were [loated regarding the sad plight ol emigrants and even
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the police connived with the local people in snatching away the prospective emigrants
from the clutches of recruiters.

According 1o Grierson’s report prepared in 1881-82 and published in 1883 the
head recruiter could seldom read or write English. Hence he employed a clerk [or his
correspondence with the agency. He also [illed in the registers [or the magistrate’s olfice.
Ghura Khan, the head recruiter of British Guiana at Buxar in Bihar, however, did not
need a clerk as he knew the English language.*

Mauritius was generally known as ‘Mirich’ in the rural areas of the Bengal
presidency. In the early 1880s there were 2.48.000 Indians there. After the commission
of enquiry in 1867 reported on the malarial epidemic there, sanitary arrangements were
improved by the Mauritius government.

The government of Dutch Guiana (Surinam) informed the Indian Government in
late 1883 that it agreed, with Major Pitcher who had reported on emigration in the
United Provinces (U.P.) and Grierson who had reported in Bihar that the system of
recruiting females needed some reform.? Unless the percentage of women was reduced
[rom 40 to 25 o 30 good for nothing [emale labourers would be exported. The price
paid [or a coolie in Bihar varied, depending on the distance [rom Calcutia. For recruils
[rom Danapur and Patna the Trinidad and British Guiana agencies paid Rs. 18 and Rs.
28 [or man respectively.

In the early 1880s the Emigration Agent for Trinidad based at Calcutta, issued
notices in Bengal and Bihar, assuring unmarried prospective temale emigrants that in
Trinidad they could get husbands at once among the wealthier of their countrymen who
had settled in thousands in the exclusively Indian settlements of Calcutta, Madras, Poona,
Chandernagore, Fyzabad, Simla%® and so on,

Indeed, in the last quarter ol the 19th century Trinidad, British Guiana and Dutch
Guiana saw the emergence ol an Indian community as a [orce 1o recon with. They
reclaimed the inaccessible lands. They organised their own pressure groups like the
East Indian National Association (]897) of central Trinidad. The Arya Samaj and other
reforming Hindu groups brought a new consciousness among the Indians settled abroad.

However, from the early 1880s the opposition of the Indian nationalists to this
exodus became more articulate. Tn 1883 when the Indian Emigration Bill was being
debated in the Indian legislature Kristo Das Pal, Editor of the Hindoo Patriot and
Secretary of the British Tndian Association, wondered if the government was unduly
encouraging emigration when a lot of land inside Tndia had still to be reclaimed. Later
M.K. Gandhi (the Mahatma) who went to Natal as a lawyer in 1893 started a non-
violent struggle against the oppressions on the Indian labourers.
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In the early twentieth century GK. Gokhale, the famous moderate leader of the
Indian National Congress, C.F. Andrews, the Christian missionary, Dadabhai Naoroji,
the grand old man of the Congress, Muhammed Shafi, Madan Mohan Malaviya, Motilal
Nehru, B.N. Basu and other leaders aftacked the systern of labour emigration from
India. Ultimately partly due to this and partly due to the exigencies of the first world
war this export was stopped in 1917 and 1n 1920, the system of indentured emigration
was abolished.

Obviously there were many push and pull [actors responsible [or the unrooting of
more than a million Indians. Many of them who had emigrated for greener pastures,
especially (o Trinidad, Surinam, Guyana, Fiji and Mauritius recreated their own society
and made a mark in the economic and other fields. But many others in smaller islands
were lost in the alien societly [or good.
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Expansion of Indian Culture in South
East Asia: A Historiographical Critique

Vijay Kumar Thakur*

The cxpansion of Indian culturc in the different countrics of South East Asia is a
well known chapter of ancient Indian history. This development has been explained in
terms of a number of diverse theories most of which arc bascd on the supposcd Indian
caterprisc alonc.! But this is a historiographical myth and in order to do full justice to
the inhabitants of the South East Asian region it must be pointed out at the very outsct
that the Malays were par excellence a sca going people and cvidences are not lacking to
show that they resorted to the ports of India and Ceylon? in the same manncr as the
Indians.

From the very beginning of the Sonth East Asian studies certain tendencies and
pre-conceived notions crept into the writings of the early historians. Right from the late
19th century, when European scholars initiated the intensive study of the antiquities of
this area and began to realise the extent of the influence of Sanskritic culture upon the
religion, art and architecture of the area, the tendency was to explain these developments
as the results of a movement of Indian expansion eastwards. As a result these
developments were explained in terms of Indian conditions; South East Asia was at the
receiving end and played a passive role. In due course Indian scholars jumped into the
fray and made important contributions to the study of this area. They inherited the
historiographical bias of their European predecessors and their work reflects an
enthusiasm which was partly a result of the excitement of the west, but largely due to
the nationalistic ardour that had become quite significant after 1904-05. Radha Kurnud
Mookerji’s Indian Shipping published in 1912 is a case in point. F.D.K. Bosch referred
to Mookerji s nationalistic visions of huge fleets of Indian adventurers, like Drakes and
Cavendishes, crossing the sea to farther India and Indonesia, tounding kingdoms,
establishing colonies, expanding the trade with their mother-conntry, and in due course
bringing over talented artists from Bengal, Kalinga and Gujrat to erect matchless
monuments?. One wonders as to what flights of fantasy an enthusiast could ascend.

*Professor & Former Head, Depti. ol History, Paina University, Paina-800005
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As a result of the nationalistic overtones the Greater India Society was fouuded
in 1926, whose name is a sufficient indication of the nature of its approach to South
East Asian studies. Now the Indian historians were determined to show to their imperialist
rulers their own supposed imperialism of the past and thereby to sound the hollowness
of the British theories of India’s passive role in external trade in the past and her
dominance by foreign powers from the early times. Naturally the members of the “Society’
saw the countries of South East Asia as ‘Ancient Indian colonies’; indeed, R.C. Majumdar
used this term in the titles of scholarly works on the early history of Java and Champa
and explained the art and architecture of Java and Cambodia in terms of their Indian
origin and fostered by the Indian rulers of these "colonies.” The Society no doubt was
instrumental in the publication of a number of scholarly research work, but at the same
time it was also responsible for the creation of a number of historiographical myths
some of which have shown an amazing power of persistence. P.N. Bose claims even
Siam as an Indian “colony”® and in the Preface to the book he comments on “the extent
and greatness of that Greater India, which had been established outside India by the
...... sons of India .......”.* In a Foreward to the book Dr. P.C. Bagchi claims, “The history
of the Indian colonization of Indo-China and Malay Peninsula forms a glorious chapter
of the history of India.”” Thus, the countries which received elements of Indian
civilization were described as Indian “colonies” and Indian historians beginning with
R.K. Mookerjee also avidly accepted this characterisation.* K.A. Nilakantha Sastri even
goes to the extent of comparing the ancient Greek colonists and Indians migrating to
South East Asia. He argues that just as the ancient Greeks leaving for a colony used to
carry some soil and fire from the metropolis for the purpose of establishing new horne
and hearth in the colony, so also. did the ancient Indians carry with them the cult of Siva
in the countries of their choice.”

The nationalist historiography had, no doubt, a role (o play belore India attained
independence but now it has lost its rationale. Therelore, it is high time we question the
validity ol the use of the term ‘colony’ in context with India’s contacts with the countries
of Sonth Cast Asia. Melvin M. Knight gives a very vague delinition of the term ‘colony’
which, according 1o him, “meant a transplanted (ragment of a human society.”" It is
only in this wide and vague sense that this term may be applied to the Indianised states
ol South Casl Asia. A closer scruliny, however, clearly demonsirates that none ol the
South Asian countries satisfied any ol the characteristic [eatures, either political or
economic; of a colony. Politically a colony should be peopled by a sizeable population
ol a particular state and it should owe allegiance (o that State. But none of the supposed
South East Asian ‘colonies’ can be demonstrated Lo be a settlemet of the subjects ol any
particular Indian state. In fact, it will be historically wrong 1o hold that there ever took



Lxpansion of Indian Culturc in South East Asia: A Historiographical Critique | 203

place any military conquest or annexation of these countries by any Tndian prince! or
even any massive exodus of people from India which might have provoked a large-
scale immigration in these countries. Any immigration on a sizeable scale would have
definitely affected the somatoscopic and somatometric features of the peoples of South
East Asia as later happened in Cambodia. The Chinese settled in Cambodia in large
numbers and miscegenation took place on such a large scale that the physical features
of the Khmers have undergone certain distinct changes.

Similarly neither of these South East Asian countries can be described as owing
allegiance in any specilic aud tangible [orm 1o any Indian state. The Allahabad Pillar
Inscription of Samudragupta records that the king Meghavarna of Ceylon and the Kings
of “all island” countries were “e[lected by the acts of respectful service, such as oflering
themselves as sacrilices, bringing presents ol maidens; (giving) garuda token
(surrendering) the enjoyment of their own territories, soliciting (his commands)”. D.C.
Sircar thinks that “possibly the Hindu colonies of the Far-Last have been indirectly
relerred 10 here.””" The relerence (o peoples of all the islands is sulficiently vague. It is,
however, recorded in the Buddhist source that, Meghavarna ol Ceylon sent a mission to
Samudragupta with rich presents and asked his permission 10 build a monastery at
Bodh-Gaya, (or the Buddhist monks of Ceylon. It was subsequently granted by him.™
But the act of asking [or permission was interpreted as the acknowledgement of the
suzerainty ol Samudragupta, This was certainly a deliberate distortion of the [acts by
the courl panegyrist Harisena who did not hesitate to record this [alse siatement in the
Allahabad Pillar Inscription. This single instance makes it clear that reference 1o all
islands was, to say the least, conventional and Sircar’s statement is to be summarily
dismissed.

Economically speaking too, the countries of South East Asia were not ‘colonies.’
R.C. Majumdar, a great protagonist of the theory of “colonisation,” himself writes that
the “colonies™ were not regarded as source of exploitation for the benefit of conquering
race.”® A “colony” without any economic gain or, to be more precise, without any scope
for economic exploitation, is no “colony” at all. Even in the field of foreign trade with
the countries of South FEast Asia India did not enjoy any monopoly. Tn fact, from as early
as the first half of the 3rd century A.D. the Chinese were already in contact with these
countries like Lin-y1 (Champa) and Funan, evidently for reasons of trade. Thus, it seems
that from the earliest phase the Indians and the Chinese faced each other in different
countries of this region as competitors and in no period any attempt was made to
demarcate the mutual spheres of influence.

Politically as well as economically, therefore, the term “colony” cannot be applied
1o the countries of South East Asia. But 10 justily the use of this term with regard (o the
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countries of this region Indologists in general and Indian historians in particular say
that India extended her cultural conquest over these countries and as such they formed
part of the cultural empire of India.'® According to this school of historians, the people
of these countries were uncultured savages and with the arrival of the Indians there set
in a process of extreme acculturation. Thus, they will like us to believe that whatever
we find in these countries is nothing but Indian civilization with little or no modification."”
But unfortunately for these historians, the renascent people of South East Asia after
gaining independence in the post-world war II period are not ready to accept such views.
This typical attitude may be demonstrated from the review of the book South East Asia
in Transition (Ed. B.R. Chatterji, 1965) published in Etudes Combodgiennes (No. 6,
April-June, 1966, pp. 32-33). The reviewer sarcastically summarises the theme of the
book in the following sentences: “What South East Asia owes to India is infinitely less
than what France, Spain or Englan d owes to Rome which occupied and ruled these
countries. Still the Italians never glorify themselves of their civilizing domination”.
The reviewer may not be completely objective, for he too seems to have been carried
away by nafionalist sentiments, but then he succeeds at driving the point home.

In fact. one can clearly perceive an authochthonous substratum in the classical
cultures of the countries of South Last Asia. Paul Mus has shown that before the advent
of the Indians the local people, instead of being barbarians, possessed a more or less
stable culture.” Scholars have also pointed out the cultural uniformity of Pre-Aryan
India, Indo-China, Indonesia and South China and have termed this culture zone as
Austro-Asiatique." This implies the cultural contact between India and South East Asia
in Pre-Aryan and Pre-Dravidian times indicating the existence ol common cultural
elements in India and South Fast Asia. As a result when in the historical period the
Indian culture was introduced in South East Asia, it was dillicult for the people o
accepl it easily. As a consequence this process ol cultural penetration did not result in
any violent or abrupt break with the past, but simply led o a transformation of the
various somewhat similar but distinct local cultures in the historical period. It can be
argued therelore that the Indians provided the stimulus while the response in dillerent
parts of the region was varied according (o the local adaptability or local culture and
this probably explains the diversity of the Indianised cultures of South East Asia when
they achieved their (ull growth. Thus, under Indian garb these remained essentially
heritages of the earlier Austro-Asiatic culture with distinct social variations.

This reorientation in our approach to the study of South East Asia, however,
should not minimise the role of of Indian culture in that part, as is being done by some
recent writers. J.C. Van Leur, one of the first of such scholars, expressed the view that
“though various forms of foreign culture and various world religions have successively
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exerted their influence on the region of Indonesia, the opinion is generally shared that
these influences have remained weak despite centuries long operation. They did not
bring any fundamental change in any part of Indonesian social and political order”.?
He further adds, *“the initiative for the coming of Indian civilization emanated from the
Indonesian ruling group, or was at least an affair of both the Indonesian dynasties and
the Indian hierocracy. That cultural influence had nothing directly to do with trade”
Then he goes on to partially contradict his own statement, ““The Indian priesthood was
called eastwards-certainly because of its wide renown—for the magical, sacral
legitimation of dynastic interest and the domestication of subject and probably for the
organization of the ruler’s territory into a state. Alongside the priesthood, Indian artifice
came to the royal courts and the architectural activities of the rulers and the official
religious activities of those overseas states alike show the unmistakable imprint of Indian
civilization on Ceylon, Indonesia, Farther India, and, Southern Indo-China.”?* This was
certainly a considerable achievement for the Indians even if their influence “remained
weak.” In this context, the role of economic ties between India and South East Asia in
the development of their cultural reiations cannot be minimised.

Thus, while the concept of “Indian colonisation ol South Cast Asia” is a grave
historiographical error and a recurrent historical [allacy, in the same breath it must be
added that it would be equally erroneous 1o undermine the extent of Indian influence
upon this region. To accept that such influences occurred and that they played a significant
part in the development ol the various cultures ol this region is not, however, Lo endorse
the more extreme claims ol the Grealer India school. For even i we accept the view of
Sylvain Levi that India has produced its true master-pieces in foreign lands under foreign
inspiration, adding that in architecture it is in distant Cambodia and Java that one must
seek the two marvelleous products of Indian genuis, Angkor Wat and Barabudur, we
must recognise that these are not Indian monuments. Whatever their ultimate springs
and whatever the source ol the religious systems which they represent, these temples
serve not Indian but Khmer and Jawanese cultures and peoples respectively.? Coedes
seems 10 be quite near the truth when he described the old civilization of Cambodia and
Java as an Indian superstructure upon an indigenous subsrratum.*
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A Note on the Indian Culture in
Afghanistan

C. S. Upasak*

Indian Culturc as a wholc has its two-pronged dimensional trends, onc being the
Vedie or Brahmanical while the other Sramanic, including Buddhism and Jainism. Both
thesce cultural traditions of India could cstablish their values among the people; and by
and large both imprinted lasting impact on our cultural heritage. 1t is conspicuous to
note that the latter or the Sramanic Cultural traditions appcar to have been more forceful
and appcaling to the common mass than the former as it is cvident from the ecxcellent
ancicnt remains discovered in the country. It is interesting to find that about two-third.
of our ancicnt monuments belong to this branch of Indian culturc. Besidcs, if we take
into consideration the valucs of Indian art, architecture, litcrcaturc or philosophical
cthos, this branch stands as supreme. The two images, onc at Sarnath and the other at
Mathura muscums arc supposcd to be the best specimens of iconographical art. Both of
them arc Buddha images. The Ajanta Buddhist frescoes are too well known for their
artistic bcauty. The architectural art can be asscssed by witnessing the remains of Nalanda
and Vikramasila monastcrics. The Sanchi stupa is superb in its beauty & grandcur.
Should we take into account the quantum of Buddhist literature presently preserved in
ancicnt Chincsc and Tibetan languages, it would cover a crore of pages if brought back
into any Indian language. We can well imagine the bulk of Buddhist litcrature that we
had in our ancicnt Buddhist monasterises like Nalanda or Vikramasila cte. The
philosophical and cultural valucs that this branch could inculcate in India and abroad
arc cxtraordinarily over-whelming as even to-day onc third of the population of human
racc follows Buddhism.

Afghanistan being the next door neighbour is one of the few countries outside
India where our cultural traditions arrived at very early time. Afghanistan remained
closely connected with India for several centuries both by trade and also by cultural
traditions. Traders, particularly “touring merchants’ (Sarthavaha) played a very important
role in relaying the cultural traditions from one country to the other. They acted as

*Former Director, Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, Nalanda-803111
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laison between the countries that they traversed during their travels. They not only
explored new routes but also conveyed the news of epoch-making events of political,
religious or cultural significance.

Introduction of Indian Culture in Afghanistan:

Indian Culture was probably brought through the touring merchants into
Afghanistan. It is recorded in the Pali & Buddhist Sanskrit litcratures tbat two brother
merchants, Tapassu & Bhalika by name called upon thc Buddha whilc hc was cnjoying
the “bliss’ of his Enlightenment at Rajayatana scven weeks after. They offered him
swect-baits or Madhugolaka which were the first morsels after being Buddha. The
Buddha precached them and thercafter Tapassu & Bhallika entrcated upon the Budhha
to accept them as ‘lay-devotees™ (Upasakas). They thus became known as the ‘First
Lay-Dcvotces’ of the Buddha.! It is also recorded in the Theragatha Atthakatha® and
also in the Anguttaranikaya Atthakatha® that they belonged to Uttarapatha and their
fathcr had a busincss centre at Puskalavati (Pali-Pokkharasati), now identified with
Charasadda ncar Pcshawar in Pakistan. They actually hailed from Balkh or Balhika in
Kamsa country. Itis interesting to note that Bhalhika got his namc after the town Ballika
and Trapasso mcans Trapusa or Tarabuja in Hindi. The story of Tapassu and Bhallika is
also refered to by Hiuen-tsiang, both in his Travels* and Lifc®. Hiuen-tsiang himsclf
witnessed the stupas that were creeted by Tapassu and Bhallika on the hair & nail
parings that they had reccived from the Buddha himsclf. The stupas stood not far from
Balkh town. They arc also known from an inscription of about 7th century A.D. from
Sri Lanka® and also figurc on sculpturcs at Sanchi Gate, Shotorak ncar Begram in
Afghanistan besides in relicfs at Taxila, Arnaravati, Nagarjunikonda and Takht-1-Bahi.
In all probability the story of Tapassu & Bhallika appcars to be a historical fact.

It is further mentioned in the Pali texts that later Tapassu and Bhallika visited the
Buddha once again while he was staying at Rajagriha, They heard the sermon of the
Buddha and thereupon Bhallika got himself initiated into Sangha as a monk by the
Buddha himself while Tapassu remained a householder but said to have attained the
stage of Anagami.” After returning home, probably a Vihara was built for Bhallika
somewhere near Balkh. A significant information about this Vikara is gleaned from the
accounts of Hiuen-tsiang. He informs that on account of many “sacred objects’ in Balkh
it was called ‘Little Rajagriha’ by the people. Outside the town there was a Vihara
called ‘Nava-Vihara® or New Monastery in which Hiuen-tsiang stayed during his visit
there. The existence of the Nava-Vihara during this period suggests that there was an
old Vihara somewhere inside the town. We presume that this old monastery was probably
none other than that built for Bhallika in earlier time and by the time when Hiuen-tsiang
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visited this place it was no more in existence.
Nava- Vihara, a Centre of Advance Buddhist Learning:

The Nava-Vihara of Balkh had developed as a great centre of Buddhist learning.
Hiuen-tsiang says that Navas Vihara was a great place ol learning where only those
monks could reside who had composed some sastra or Sastras. No other monk was
allowed to dwell there.® No doubt it was a great centre [or higher Buddhist learning,
probably as high as Nalanda in India. It was also a centre [or teaching Sanskrit language.
It-sing, who visited this greatl Vihara of Balkh between 700-712 A.D. also mentions the
names ol some [(ifty-two Chinese monks who visited India and other places of
neighbouring countries. In his translation on Kau-fu-kao-San-Ching the name ol one
Ciltavarma occurs who is said (o have studied Sanskrit language [or sometime in this
Nava-Vihara in Balkh.?

Another Vihara of Balkh for Meditation & Practice :

Hiuen-tsiang informs another great Vikhara at Balkh, not very far from the Nava-
Vihara which was noted for the higher practice of Buddhism. He says that the monks
residing there were all engaged in higher Buddhist meditational practices so much so
that it was difficult to recognise which one has attined any of the four higher stages ( i.e.
Sotapanna, Sakadagami. Anagami and Arhat)." Thus, this Vihara was a great centre of
Patipatti or practical training of Buddhism. It is well known that Buddhist centres in
India were known for such practices of Buddhism.

Mahasanghikas & Buddhist Culture in Afghanistan:

As a matter of fact Buddhist culture and religion were formally introduced into
Afghanistan in a missionary way only when the Mahasanghika group of monks arrived
at Udyana (E. Afghanistan) after being separated from the main group of Buddhist
Sangha on the occasion of Second Buddhist Council held at Vesali, one hundred years
after the Mahaparirnibbana of the Buddha.'* One branch of the Mahasanghika group
established its centres in this region. Tt was again sub-divided into five groups, viz.
Ekavyavaharika, Kaukulika or Kurullaka, Bahusrutiya, Pranjaptivadin and
Lokuttaravadin.'? Sarvastivadins also belonged to this group. The Mahasanghika groups
flourished in Afghanistan for several centuries and in course of time their centres were
established in further west in Khotan, Central Asia and finally in China.

Asoka’s Period :

Asoka followed the carlicr group of Buddhism. i.c. Early Theravada of Vibhajjvada
or Pali Theravada Buddhism. We know that Afghanistan was a part of his kingdom and
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during his reign this form of Buddhism was propagated by one Thera Maharakkhita
who was despatched to this country at the end of the Third Buddhist Council held at
Pataliputra along with some Buddhist monk-saints. Thera Maharakkhita probably first
established his centre at Kapisa and then moved to a place near Bamiyan, presently
called Ahangaran. The place probably got its name after the word Arahantanam or the
place of Arahantas for being the residence of Thera Maharakkhita and other Arahantas.
During the reign of Asoka this branch of Buddhism flourished for some time in
Afghanistan but the earlier group of the Mahasanghikas probably held the upper hand
in the society as it is evident from the antiquities recovered from this country.

Bamiyan:

[t appcars that probably becausc of Maharakkhita Thera and other Buddhist saints,
Bamiyan devceloped as a great centre of Buddhism in later days. We know the largest
imagc of the world is that of thc Buddha which is 55 mtr. in height carved out of the hill.
There is another huge image of the Buddha of 35 mitr. height which stands on the castern
cnd of the Bamiyan hill. These images arc fashioned in later Gupta style, obviously on
Indian pattern. In the niches of the colossi frescocs can be seen on the walls. These
paintings though in dilapidated state, arc primarily on Indian stylc and can be compared
with Ajanta paintings. Sassanian and Greek influcuce can also be noticed on them. This
sort of intcraction of different arts on Bamiyan painting was duc to the presence of artist
monks from diffcrent countrics residing together in the monastic complex as according
to Buddhist monastic traditions developed in India. Bamiyan was no doubt a grcat
centre of Indian culture where Indian Buddhist monks also resided. Presently, the
Bamiyan hill contains sornc twenty thousand caves although not preciscly counted. The
monks residing there probably had dircet contacts with the Buddhist centres in India.
Thesce caves may be comparcd with their counterparts found at Ajanta, Ellora or
clscwhere.

Kapisa:

At about a distance of 30 km, from Kabul, a place presently called Begram
(Viharagrama) is identified with Kapisa, the western capital of Kusana emperor Kaniska.
Kapisa was known to India from a very ancient time as its name is referred to by Panini,
renowned for excellent grapes and fine wines (Kapisavanidraksa Sura).1S Kaniska
built a monastery, probably a temple also at a place near Kapisa, presently called Shotorak
(Sthaviraka) for the Chinese Prince who was kept there as hostage after a treaty with
China'. This bacame an important centre for the Buddhists and many stupas and shrines
were erected there, the ruins of them can still be. seen. Kapisa being the capital of
Emperor Kaniska naturally had a constant and intense contacts with India and Indian
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culture.

Jalalabad & Hadda:

Probably Jalalabad, formerly called Nagarahara or Nagaravihara and Hadda were
the most important places for the difusion of Indian Culturc in Afghanistan. In ancicnt
days 1t was the western part of Udyana, a country known through many sources. Perhaps
Nagarahara or Nagaravihara was the placc where Buddhism was first introduced by the
Mahasanghika group of monks who arrived there after being separated from the main
strcam of Theravadins on the occasion of Sccond Buddhist Council held at Vesali one
hundred ycars after the demise of the Buddha. This arca remained an important centre
of Indian culturc for centurics. We have discovered two relic caskets of the Buddha and
three inscriptions of Asoka written in Aramaic, though incomplete from this arca.
Jalalabad or Nagarahara is also known to us by an inscription found at a placc ncar
Nalanda now callcd Ghosaravan, of about 8th century A.D. Jalalabad is replete with a
large numbecr of huge stonc stupas crected in and around. The place now called Hadda
ncar Jalalabad, somc five or six km. away, was probably most sacred place for the
Buddhist pilgrims for the skull-relic of the Buddha was deposited in onc of the stupas
there. Fa-hsien,'® Hiuen-tsiang' and many others have mentioned about this place. Even
today, the small village of Hadda is full of ruincd stupas of all sizes, some large and
some small. These stipas may be compared with stupas discovered at Taxila and some
other placcs in Indian sub-continent. A rclic casket containing the bone of the Buddha
with an inscription referring to the Bhadrayani group of monks was rccovered from
stupa at a placc known as Wardak, obviously aftcr thc Bhadrayani monks, ncar Ghazni.
This group of monks is also known from Pali and other Buddhist Sanskrit texts flourishing
in India also.

Haibak Or Samangan (Sramanagrama):

Haibak or Samangan is located about 200 Km, N.W. from Kabul and is noted for
unique monolith szipa hewn out of the hill. Near this stupa are the remains of a rockcut
monastery with big halls and living cells. One of the halls contains a tull-blown lotus
carved out on its ceiling. No specimen of this kind can be seen elsewhere.

Ghazni:

Ghazni was also a great centre of Indian culture in later days. A huge complex of
Buddhist monastery had been excavated from here. It is interesting to note that besides
a number of Buddhist images and stupas an image of Durga in stucco has been recovered
which indicates Tndian cultural impact. Similarly several images of Ganesa and other
Saivite deities have heen found from Kabul and elsewhere. Tt appears that side by side
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with Buddhism, saivism was also followed by the people of Afghanistan. Hiuen-tsiang
refers to some naked Sadhus in Udyana, and some scholars believe that they were the
Jain Munis. Probably Jainism also got its way in this country though remained weak.

Although we do not have much evidences 1o delermine the influence and status
of the branches other than Buddhism ol Indian religions in Alghanistan, it appears
[easible o presume that Brahmanic cultural activities were also brisk in some parts ol
Alghanistan. When the so called Hindu Shahi rule came in Afghanistan in about 9th
and 10th centuries A.D. then the Brahamanic cull receiving royal patronage could gain
some popularity.

Afghanistan was coupled with India and Indian culture for centuries. Its art,
architecture, literature and traditions were tuned with Indian themes. Ancient literary
and archaeological evidences fully corroborate this fact. Even to-day there are numerous
place-names in Afghanistan which still retain Sanskrit words, like Ahangarana or
Aharantanam, Begram for Viharagrama, Samangan for Sramanagrana, Ningarhar for
Nagarhara or Navihara, Panchavai for Paiicavaggiya etc. [n Kabul an image of Ganesa
is still worshipped by the local people. Buddha is known as But and Bodhisattva. No
doubt impact of Indian culture in Afghanistan is immense as Butasp in Persian mixed
language spoken in the country.
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Indian Culture in Laos

Umesh Chandra Dwivedi*

Religion has been one of the most important factors in the building up of Indian
civilization. It is no wonder, therefore, that the Indian travellers who founded a new
seltlement in South-East Asia transplanted (o their land of adoption the religious ideas
with which they were at home. Indeed, it is a matter of common knowledge that no
other feature of Indian Civilizatian left such a profound impress upon those areas, that
even now, when the political supremacy of the Indians in those far-off lands is merely a
dream of the past, they contain unmistakable traces of the Indian religion and its art and
architecture.

Laos also has got an ancient history as a seat of Indian culture which is little
known outside a small circle of specialists. This far off inhospitable region comparatively
unknown Lo the civilized world till very recent limes, was penetrated by the Hindus in
ancicnt times—ncarly two thousand vcars ago and they developed a local culture of
which many remains still exist in the shape of templces and images of Hindu deitics, and
inscriptions written in Sanskrit Language and Tndian Script.! Tt is also suggested that
Laos, particularly Vientiane and Luang Prabang had received religious ideas of
Brahmanism indirectly [rom India, probably through Combodia and with the result
Brahmanism (Saivism, Vaisnavism clc.) {lourished in the regions, and the pcople in
genceral were quite familiar with Brahmanical philosophical ideas and religious belicf.?

The prevalenee of Brahmanism in Laos is attested by inscriptions and
archacological objccts of the country. The Phou Lokhon inscription in Sanskrit consisting
of six lines, comprising three verses in the anustup metre, is engraved on the north-east
face ot a sand-stone column which crowns the top of the hill called Phou Lokkon, It
records the erection by king Mahendra Varman of a Siva Linga which still stands on the
spot at a distancc of 2% mctres from the the inscribed column.* The ramains of the
temple of Wat Phu, on the Lingaparvata (Linga mountain) containing Bhadrcsvara (Siva)
are still extant to the South-west of Champasak in South ILaos.* The specimens of the
religious art at Wat Phu depict Indra on Airavata and Visnu on Garuda.® It was in the
seventh Century that Jayavarman I had installed a stele inscription at this sanctuary
which he namced as Lingaparvata (thc mountain containing the Linga or Phallic

*Former Curator, Ranchi Museum. Ranchi (Jharkhand)
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representation of Lord Siva). An inscription of 835 A.D. speaks of Sresthapura as a holy
place because of its association with the worship of Lord Siva. However, the most
important is a recently known Sanskrit inscription found in this region, which throws a
greal deal of light at the Hindu culture prevailing in Laos. The inscription is engraved
on a stonc stcle in a locality known as Vat Luong Kau, close to the right bank of the
Mekong immediately to the south of its junction with the rivulet Huei Sa Hua. The
western face of the stele is badly damaged and the letters are mostly illegible, but the
writings on the other three faces are in a good state of preservation. The inscription is
not dated, but may be referred. on paleographic grounds, 1o the second hall of the (ilth
century A.D.*

The inscription begins with a verse paying homage to Brahma, Visnu and Siva
and refers Lo a ceremony performed by the king. Then [ollows a description in prose, of
the grcat king—Maharajadhiraja Srimnan Sri-Devanika—in a grandiloquent style,
comparing him with Yudhisthira, Indra, Dhananjaya, Indradyumna, Sibi, Mahapurusa,
Kanakapandya (?), the great ocean and Meru. In order to enable all beings to cross the
ocean of existence, he performed various religious ceremonies beginning with a grand
sacrifice Lo Agni, and made a gifl of many thousand of cows. Next [ew lines are illegible
but there arc clear references to the Agnihotra sacrifice, images of Visnu and Siva and
the establishment of a holy place of pilgrimage. Bearing in mind, the great merits acquired
by those who live, take bath or die in a Mahatirtha, the king thought of setting up one to
be known as new Kurukshetra. The reason for this selection is given in the next fifteen
verses (vv. 8-22) eulogizing the virtues of Kurukshetra.”

The invocation of Trinity and the description of the king at the beginning of the
record show the great [amiliarity of the court Pandits ol Devanika with Sanskrit literature
in general and religious-cum-ritualistic texts in particular. It is difficult to belicve that
they would have composed the verses in honour of Kurukshetra without the authority
of of some Indian religious texts. The existence of such a Kurukshetra Mahatmya is
indicated by the Common verses in the Mahabharata and the inscription, specially the
one which puts Kuruksheira above all other holy places of pilgrimage.®

The art and architecture of Laos is also greatly influenced by Brahmanism, The
earliest material evidence of ancient Brahmanical influence can be dated to about 6th
century A.D. The Wat Phu Hill—aboul nine miles (rom Bassac, was then called, a
Linga-parvata. Here originally a temple of Bhadresvara Siva existed, in which a Siva-
Linga was installed. Latcr on, the tcmple was turned into a Buddhist shrinc with a
monastery attached to it.” As already referred, we have an image of Indra on Airavata
and Visnu on Garuda from Wat Phu.

The images of the gods and temples, similar to those in India were made in various
parts of Laos. The Lao art, in fact, is spectacular and almost similar to Indian art, the
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Khmer art or the Chincse art which absorbed all the influences coming from thosc
lands from time to time.'® The Lao art is entirely religious in character. Both the Buddhist
and Brahmanical arts flourished in this region and these religions were the main theme
of their decorative arl. However, the anthropomorphic representation of the Buddha in
Lao art seems (o be nearer the Burmese and Siamese art.

The sculptures in Laos show several Brahmanical proto-types. “The figures
standing over the carytides and the Patravali in the background seen on an ancient door
at Watl Aram” undoubtedly bear post-Gupta characters. This [eature in India may be
scen as carly as the beginning of the Christian cra. The carly Indian motif demonstrating
the composite figures of animals combining acquatic creatures, is represented at That
Luong. Similarly, the Garuda and Naga carved in relief on the Wat Pa Rouck and the
representation of dvarapalas at the entrance of many shrines in Laos are brahmnical
themes. As already said, the sculptures ol Laos are purly religious in character which
include the images of the Buddha, Dcevadatta, Apsaras. Kinnaris, Nagas, Garudas ctc.*

The religious monuments known as Wat (monastery or temple) serve as primary
cxample for the study of Laotian architecture. It is also known as pagoda. Besides
Mahavihar (Mahavihara), Thammasala (Dharmasala) etc., the two types of the edifices
are important, (i) Sim (Pali, Sanskrit=Sima) = the place for performing upo atha
(Patimokka, performance), (i) That (Pali, Sanskrit= Dharu), the edifice for putting the
relics.

The style of construction of Thats, Wats and buildings in Laos, clearly indicates
that it was imported (rom India via Burma and became the model ol architecture of all
the countrics of South-East Asia. In view of scholar likc G. Cocdcs, the characteristic
type of building of Laotian architecture is the That which is the counterpart in Laotian
terms, of the Indian Sihalesa and Burmese stupa, combined with the Khmer and Siamese
Cetiya.'”? The That Luong (the great shrine), situated 5 miles to the east of Vientiane,
built in 1560, the chiel d’oeuvre ol Laotian archilecture representing the wonder{ul
stupa of the world like the Angkor Wat in the Republic of Khmer and Borobudur in
Tava, is modelled on Indian pattern and in style and general outline it bears close affinity
with some of the mediaeval temples of India. Similarly Wat Pa Ruok shows close
similarity with the Gupta temple at Sanchi and the Wat Ban Tan displays Gupta-
Chalukyan features.

Not only this, the plan of big buildings in Laos is generally cross-shaped like
Hindu Buildings, the window frames showing explicit Brahmanical influence.” The
ancient Brahmanical tradition ol medium weight architecture, characterised by the
curvilincar roof, has left traces in Laos in the design of aperturcs, and in scveral
monuments very archaic in appearance, either in their overall composition or their
ornamentation, Unfortunately, the light architecture constructed with perishable materials
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has not survived for a direct comparison with the Indian proto-types.

The remarkable co-existence ol the two great religions of India, i.e. Brahmanism
and Buddhism can be scen cven today. The Wat Pra, constructed in the 17th century
A.D., is adorned by an image of Laksmi standing on lotus over its dome while the
Buddha figure is in the temples. Similar images of different Brahrnanical deities along
with the central figure of the Buddha can be seen in most of the Wats in Laos.

However, scholars are generally of this opinion that the Indian sculptures and
architectural styles found their way into Laos through its neighbouring countries and
not directly [rom India.

Not only this, the culture and society of Laos is also very much influenced by the
Indians.

Before the introduction of Brahmanism and Buddhism into LLaos, the country
was clustered with the cult of spirits and animism in all its forms. As in India, life was
dependent on supernatural forces which swayed the destiny of man. Even today, most
ol the Lao people practice both religion and cult of spirits (popularly known as the cult
of Phi'%) in their daily lifc and public festivals.

According o George Condominas, the word Phi encompasses a great number ol
notions which may bc given name such as “souls of the dcad”, “malcficent spirit’,
“tutelary god”, “natural divinity” etc.'® The Phi cult was so popular that during the sixth
century of the Christian era, the Khmers built sanctuary, Wat Phu Champassak on the
hill known as Linga Parvata which already contained the famous sanctuary dedicated
to God Bhadresvara Siva. Once in a year, the king along with a thousand soldiers used
to go there to offer human sacrifice. According to local fradition, Phya Kammatha (the
builder of Wat Phu Champassak and That Phanom) went upto that sanctuary and presided
over the sacrifice of a pair of virgins, and a bowl of alcohol was also offered in the sixth
month when the red jasmine staried to shed its [ragrance. The tradition continued (or a
long time, though the human sacrilice was later on substituted by the bulfalo sacrilice.
The sacrifice of the baffalo, as in many tcmples of India, is still performed both in
Vientiane (the capital of Laos) and L.uang Prabang (the residence of king) usually in
May or June. The people of Laos believe that the spirit or Phi can help and give good
fortune in life and, therefore, they oflfer him [lowers candles, incence and blood of
animal etc.'¢

Not only this, the Lao people also adopted Sanskrit, for their literary activities.
Majority of the inscriptions of the early period, found in different part ot Laos, are in

beautiful Sanskrit, which clearly testily to the wide prevalence and popularity of the
languagc.

[t s true that as early works in Sanskrit have been found in Laos, but there is no
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donbt that earliest Lao literature is replete with Sanskrit and Pali origin Sanskrit and
Pali grammar, lexicography and prosody have influened Lao language and literature. Tt
was during the reign of Sethathirat in Sanskrit Sri Jayajyestha or in local pronunciation
as Pra Jaya Jettha, the Lao literature was in its [ull splendour [rom 1547 (o 1571 A.D.
The recign of king Suryavathsa (1637-1694) 1s also very important for intcllectual and
religious activities. However, the diversity, richness and the characteristics of Lao culture
and literature are essentially Indian,

In the ycar 1283 A.D. Pali scripturcs from Ceylone recached Laos and the Lao
script and language arc basically derived from these two languages, i.c. Sanskrit and
Pali. Tt was in this very year 1283 A.D., king Ram Karnheng of Sukhodaya introduced
the Lao script,'” which marks the common origin of Thai and Lao alphabets.

There is great similarity between Sanskrit and T.ao words. For example flowers
like Gulab, Champa and Salha are exactly the same in Lao language. The words
Dharmasala in Sanskrit and Sala Dham in Lao have exactly the same meaning. Kumara
of Lao is kumara in Sanskrit and Rusi of Lao is Risi in Sanskrit.

The classical Lao verses follow the metres of Indian prosody and the metre is
regulated by the number of syllables and their quantity. “The true classical Lao Poetry
is formed ol translations ol Indian Poems and even Lao lolk-lore is peopled by Indian
panthcon.”®® The story of Rama (Ramakatha the Phra Lak Phra Lam or the Phra Lam
Sadok)! is also quite popular in Laos.

Not only this, their dances, gestures and movements recall Indian origin. The
themes of their dances are also derived from Brahmanical and Buddhist stories.

The classical Lao thecatre also has Brahmanical origin and had been imported
from Khmer in 14th century. Tt was mainly developed in the 16-17th centuries. Gestures
and movements in the theatre remained one of Indian choreography and the story played
or inacted are generally the episodes ol Ramayana.

Not only this every branch of classical Lao literature clearly indicate Brahmanical
origin and influence. The stories of the Panchatantra are also quite popular there. Tn
fact, the Panchatantra stories are widely diffused throughout the Indo-Chinese peninsula.

The impact of Indian culture is so deep in Laos that some Brahmanical rites are
still practised alongside Buddhism, especially on great occasions such as birth. wedding
and death. The names of Brahmanical gods like Indra, Visnu, Siva are quite familiar (o
the Lao pcople and in their prayers to Lord Buddha, they never fail to invoke these
Hindu divinities®.

The Baisi ceremony is a living example to show how deeply Brahmanism is
cntrenched in the religious life of the Lao people. The term Baisi or Sukhuan is derived

from Brahmana and this rite is celebrated on many occasions such as new year, marriage,
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birth etc. Though the Brahmanas and Bhikkhus were in their country of origin (India)
quite unaccomodating antagonists for a long time and the Brahmanic religion virtually
eliminated the Buddhist monks, yet they incorporated some of the ethical achievements
of Buddhism,* of which Baisi is a living example. The chiel of this ceremony is called
Brahma who is choscn from amongs the clders of the village. He performs the ritual
ceremony according to the Brahmanical rites. Infact, Brahmnical religion combined
with Buddhist rites have taken deep roots in Laos. That have very much intermingled
there.

It is interesting to note that age-old Indian gurukula system still exists in Laos.

Not only this, the Brahmanical and Lao manncrs and customs arc very similar in
many respects. The way of greeting a friend or an clder by joining the hands at the level
of the heart with a slight bow of the head is one example. The simple way of dressing,
especially by a male, consisting of lungi made of silk or cotton, a shawl on shoulder, a
light shirt and on special ocassions, the bundhgala (closed neck) coat and dhoti are all
belicved to have come from India.

Thus, we see that Indian culture has clearly influenced the Lao people.
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